30th July 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 30TH JULY 2008 AT 7.30PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

C. Evans
	D.O. Evans

J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

	A. Lewis
E. Narborough
J. Stuart
	L. Price.
G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. M. Rowe & M. Lloyd
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Stuart who was attending the first Council meeting since he had accepted office.   Cllr J. Jones and all Councillors present extended their congratulations to Cllr. Stuart, as Chairman of Rhayader Carnival Committee, on the superb 2008 Carnival.   It was also remarked that the better Police presence than that provided in previous years had helped considerably towards the smooth running  of the procession.

Cllr Jones also remarked what a good result had been achieved at Crosfield House.   He believed that the enormous amount of work put in by Cllr. Clare Evans had played an huge part in bringing about the turn round by RBL.   This was wholeheartedly agreed by all persons present and the Council’s thanks and congratulations were offered to Cllr. Evans.  
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the monthly meeting held on 18th June 2008.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Rhayader TIC:  RTC display equipment had been loaned to the TIC for distribution of leaflets.   The issue of Social Services wanting to use the TIC space had not yet been resolved, but Cllr. Curry believed that there was room to accommodate both functions in the Leisure Centre.

Cllr. Narborough expressed concerns that Social Security wanted to close the Hafan Centre and move the facility to the Leisure Centre.
The Clerk had spoken with Neil Mathews of PCC who wished to talk to RTC about the data he had collated on the issue of splitting the Community/Leisure Centre.   It was arranged that he would come at on  20th August 7pm, prior to the monthly meeting.
4.3  Tourism Grant update:  Cllr. C. Evans confirmed that despite efforts by herself Cllr. Davies & the Clerk, it had still not been possible to get Ellie to complete the installation of the remaining items.   This was of concern as it could possibly have financial implications for RTC.   Cllr. B. Evans agreed to contact Ellie to explain the urgency of the requirements.  If Ellie is unable to comply with the time frame other help may need to be engaged.

Cllr. B. Evans to discuss with Ellie Jones the best way forward to speedily complete installation.  
It was agreed that the notice board and maps seem to be very well used but despite new maps being provided, they have still warped after a very short time.   They can be flattened by pinning as an interim measure, but a more permanent solution will need to be pursued.
4.5  Bus Shelter by the Old School:  Cllr. Price had received confirmation from Karen Smith that PCC had no interest or title deeds to the land on which the shelter was built.   She also had seen documentation 
indicating it had been built by RTC.   John Forsey, Transport Manager, PCC, said that as far as he is concerned it could be knocked down.   It was resolved that RTC agreed with this opinion.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).

The Clerk to inform Cwmdauddwr Community Centre that RTC agrees to their request that the shelter be demolished.
8. Broken manhole etc:   Cllr Price reported that despite pressure, James Bevan had yet been in touch.   She agreed to pursue the matter.

Cllr. Price to re-contact James Bevan.
4.8  Crosfield House update:   Cllr C. Evans suggested that letters be sent to RBL & PCC to applaud the decision reached on Crosfield House, and to thank Gerry Wilkinson / CoT for the support they had given.
Cllr C. Evans to write as above.
5.11  Western Power Distribution: Consultation & Business Plan:  Cllr. B. Evans had responded on behalf of RTC.

4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Approval of Annual Return.   The Local Auditor, Orlando Sargent, had endorsed the Annual Return completed by the Clerk based on the figures approved by the Town Council at AGM.   Councillors resolved to approve the Return for submission to the External Auditor and it was signed by the Chairman.

The Clerk had prepared explanatory notes which undertook to update the Asset Register to include all assets acquired as a result of the Improvement Scheme and to determine a value of the Council Chamber furniture and to insure them as appropriate.   It was resolved that this issue would be addressed by the Asset Management Sub Committee along with consideration of the land adjacent to the Old School.   The Sub Committee to hold an initial meeting at 6.30pm prior to the Council meeting on 20th August 2008.

The Clerk to complete & submit the Annual Return.
4.2  Licence Agreement - land by the Mace.   Copies of the proposed Licence Agreement prepared and submitted by Messrs M. Morgan Lloyd & W. Morgan Lloyd had been circulated prior to the meeting.   Councillors were not happy with the document, particularly in view of the improvements RTC had made to the area prior to the request to accept this agreement.   It was resolved that the matter should be discussed by the Asset Management Sub Committee prior to further comment.
4.3  Garden of the Year – review of scope.   There had been only 4 entries in the competition this year.  The judges Peter & Angela Turner of Creation Gardens had again decided that since the title competition was for the “Best Kept Garden”, the winner must again be Mr & Mrs Haselgrave of Bryngwy. Some members considered that the competition had run its course & should be scrapped.   Cllrs. D. Evans suggested that grants be awarded to encourage owners to provide hanging baskets.   Cllr. Davies reminded the Council that there used to be no call for entries, the Mayor used to tour the Town and judge what was on display.   It was resolved to re-adopt this procedure for 2009 to determine its success before deciding on the future of the competition.
4.4  A470 petition – next step?   The progress of this had been held up by the issue of Crosfield House, but Cllr. Narborough believed it was now time to decide to urgently progress or give up the matter.   Councillors noted that in comparison to the petition for Crosfield House, the number of signatures was small.   It was considered that the robust manner in which sheets for the former had been presented to the public had a considerable bearing on the response.   It was resolved to seek further signatures.
Cllr. Williams agreed to distribute forms to appropriate outlets.
4.5  Portfolio Areas – filling the gaps.  Cllr. Stuart agree to take on the two Portfolio Areas: for Education/ Schools/Youth and for Health & Safety which had been previously been covered by ex-Cllr. J. Rowe.

It was also resolved that Cllr. Stuart be added to those authorised to sign the Council’s cheques.

The Clerk to organise authorisation with the bank. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted or where appropriate passed to Councillors covering portfolio areas.   Those commented on were as follows:

5.4  PCC:  Cae James naming.   It was resolved that whist acknowledging the writer’s comments Councillors remained of the opinion that the whole development be known as Cae James.

The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s comment.
5.5  PCC: Grass cutting & flower bed.   Councillors were disappointed that PCC had not wished to manage the area of grass concerned but resolved that a copy of the reply be forwarded to the Vicar.
The Clerk to contact Rev. Brooks.
5.7  PCC:  BT Payphones removal & RTC reply.   Councillors endorsed the view that the payphones should remain for their value in emergency in an area where mobile phone signal was practically nil.   Cllr Stuart was able to inform the Council that all calls for assistance received from the Claerwen area had been made from the payphone by Llannerchawr.   It was resolve to acquaint PCC with this fact.

The Clerk to inform PCC as above. 
5.16  Creu-ad: Feasibility study at Gilfach.   Whilst conceding that the location was outside Rhayader Town Council’s jurisdiction, it was agreed that such a scheme could have an impact on tourism local to Rhayader.   It was resolved therefore to take up the writer’s offer to meet.

The Clerk to arrange a meeting with Creu-ad.
5.20  Shelter Cymru:  Appeal for funding.   It was resolved to consider this application at the appropriate time.   The Clerk confirmed that it had been suggested that applications be accepted in May & August, considered in April & September and subsequent awards paid in May & October.   It was resolved that the Clerk keep a register of applications to be considered when appropriate.

The Clerk to keep this application for consideration at the appropriate time.
5.21  R. Taylor:  Enquiry re. HWB Davis – painter with studio in Rhayader in the 1880’s.   It was resolved to pass this on to Bryan Lawrence who may be able to help the writer.
The Clerk to pass it to Bryan Lawrence.
5.23  PCC:  Request for nominations – Standards Committee Community Sub-Committee.   Cllr. C. Evans expressed her willingness to be nominated.   It was resolved to back her nomination.
6.
PLANNING

6.1  P2008 0915 Full: Alteration to shop front at London House, West Street, Rhayader, Powys.

This item was considered with item 6.2 below because it applied to the same property.
6.2  P2008 1006 Full: Insertion of 2 rooflights at London House, West Street, Rhayader, Powys.

There were no objections to these applications in principal but it was commented that the resultant appearance still remained too “modern”.
6.3  P2008 0946 Full: Replacement shop front & other alterations at Claremont, East Street, Rhayader, Powys. (Circulated).
Cllrs C. Evans & D. Evans declared an interest on this item and took no part in discussions.   There were no objections to this application in principle but the windows and doors used should not be UPVC.
6.   PLANNING (CONT.)
The Clerk to pass RTC’s comments to PCC.
6.4  P2008 1056 Full: Erection of two storey extension & creation of 1 extra parking space at 1 Caemelin, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.
It was resolved to hold a site meeting at 5.30pm on 31st July to consider this application.
Items 6.5 to 6.16 were all for information only and were all noted. 
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £54- CL Evans- train fare on RTC business – for information only.  Noted

7.2  £28.95- Welsh Royal Crystal – trophy- for information only.  Noted

7.3  £20.25 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
7.4  £275 – Clerk’s invoice – July.   Agreed.
7.5  £975 – Mayor’s allowance.   Agreed.
7.6  £130 – A. Thomas - tidying Recycling Area, April to June 2008.   Agreed.
7.9  £750 – Rhayader Carnival Committee – Precept payment.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Curry said that PCC wished to improve disabled access to the Leisure Centre and sought RTC’s agreement on the proposed alterations.   It was resolved that before that could be given, sight of the proposals was needed.
The Clerk had received a query, by telephone, from one of the proprietors of Court House Antiques.   She had placed adverts on the notice board by Smithfield and complained that a member of the public had removed one of them.   When challenged, he said that it was a community board, not a board for commercial advertising.   She sought clarification from the Town Council.   After debate it was resolved that whilst it was a Community notice board, to the future there would be no objection to single, small advertisements placed on the board, whether by community or commercial organisations, provided they only remained in place for a short period thereby ensuring the space is available to be used on a rolling basis by the whole community. 
The Clerk to inform the caller of the Council’s comment.
An e-mail from the Rhayader WI enquired what was RTC’s stance on the Sustainable Communities Act 2007.   It was determined that as this Act was not applicable to Wales no action was required of RTC.
It was resolved to seek advice on whether Councillors who by trade or profession were in any way connected with the building industry were able to consider planning applications without declaring an interest if, at that time, they were in no way involved with the application.
The Clerk to seek advice from PCC and/or other bodies.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

No business was proposed for the next meeting.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 20th August 2008.

The meeting closed at 9.40p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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