27th July 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 27TH JULY 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

J. Humphreys
	D. Jones
J. Jones
A. Lewis
	M. Lloyd
E. Narborough
L. Price
	J. Stuart

G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. C. Evans & M. Rowe.
Prior to the meeting the Chairman paid tribute to Mr. Eddie Collard who had recently died.   He was a past member of the Council who twice served as Chairman.   Councillors stood in silence as a mark of respect.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 17th June 2009, the Planning meeting and the Special meeting held on 24th June 2009.   It was resolved that they all be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4 (17th June)Town Clock: Cllr. Lloyd expressed disappointment that it had been decided to rescind the previous decision to request action on the matter of the chevrons as he considered that parking on them caused a problem.   Cllr. Price volunteered to investigate why the markings were there and what was the effect PCC anticipated they should have.
Cllr. Price to make enquiries as above.
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr. D. Evans gave a résume of the functions he had attended in the last few weeks on behalf of the Council.   He wished to congratulate the Carnival Committee on organising a superb Carnival.
Cllr. Humphreys said that Cllr. Stuart, as Chairman of the Carnival Committee, deserved special congratulations and, as their Treasurer, he wished to express the committee’s sincere appreciation of RTC’s continued and vital financial support.
Cllr. J. Jones said that the residents of Cwmdauddwr were very appreciative that the event after the parade was this year held at the Groe.

Cllr. D. Evans said that the Garden of the Year 2009 was selected by the Citizen of the Year 2009 and he had presented the trophy to the winner, Joanna Meredith, during the event at the Groe. 
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Approval of Final Accounts.
The local Auditor had approved the accounts for the year 2008/2009 which had already been accepted by the Council at the AGM.  It was resolved to formally approve the Final Accounts for submission to the external Auditor.

The Clerk to submit the Accounts to the external Auditor. 
4.2  Leisure Centre.
Reports from Cllrs. D. Evans, L. Price & K. Curry all indicated that the requirements of Social Services, the main reason that changes were being considered, have drastically changed due to their unrealistic stated requirements and all proposals are on hold whilst discussion continues about what realistic arrangements should be made. 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.3  Asset Management.
Cllr. B. Evans had produced a large scale map of the Town on which to mark the Council’s assets.   The Clerk had prepared draft documentation to manage maintenance and safe management of the assets.   Further work was required to finalise the documentation and to initiate management procedures.   It was resolved to convene a meeting of the Finance & Assets Sub Committee to take the matter forward.
Cllr. J. Jones had been advised that two small parcels of fenced in common land existed in the area which supposedly belonged to RTC.  He undertook to find more precise details so the issue could be verified.

Cllr. J. Jones to make enquiries as above.
4.4  Town Council mower. 
Cllr. Price informed the Council that the Cricket Club had enquired if they could have use of the Council’s mower.   She then declared an interest and left the room.   It was noted that initially the mower was purchased for use at the Groe and Mr. John Rees was trained in its use and stored and maintained the machine on the Council’s behalf.   Over the years loan of the mower to local clubs had often been discussed.   It was understood that Mr. Rees is willing to operate the mower at other locations provided that the grass was compatible with the machine’s capabilities.    It was agreed that as owners, RTC was responsible for ensuring responsible use of the machine and that Mr. Rees was competent to judge the suitability of its use in other locations.   It was resolved that the Cricket Club be informed that the Council is willing to allow them use of the mower provided that Mr. Rees judges the area is compatible with the machine’s capability, it is operated solely by Mr. Rees and the Council does not thereby attract any cost.

The Clerk to acquaint the Cricket Club with the Council’s decision. 
4.5  Advertising.
Cllr. Narborough expressed concern at the unauthorised advertising on the North Street roundabout.   Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest & left the room.   There were now two A-boards advertising The Eagles and one advertising Abigail’s permanently on the island.   Councillors unanimous agreed that the signs  detracted greatly from the appearance of this prominent feature which has been improved over time and which is maintained by ratepayers money.   They were not against the use of A-boards in principal but believed that they should be adjacent to the establishments concerned and were strongly opposed to the use of the island in this manner.   It was resolve to request the advertisers to remove the signs.
The Clerk to write to The Eagles & Abigail’s. 
4.6  Editing Council webpage.
Despite being provided with the information to gain access to the web page for editing purposes neither Cllr. Davis nor the Clerk had been successful in loading information.   Having e-mailed the same file to R2K, Pam Knight was able to add it to the webpage.   It was believed that the service agreement with the website designer had expired.  It was resolved that the Clerk pursue the problem with Pam Knight.

The Clerk to discuss a procedure for editing with Pam  

4.7  Hedges.
Cllr. J. Jones was concerned by the uncontrolled growth of hedges in the Elan Valley, particularly by the Flickering Lamp and from the Foel Tower to Caban both sides of the Trail and from Brick House to Coed Mynach on both the road side and the Trail side.   He was also concerned about a tree growing out of the wall by Len Jones’s house but volunteered to contact Len to offer to remove it himself.   It was resolved to write to Pete Jennings, Head Ranger to request the hedges etc. cut back and to accept Cllr. Jones’s offer.
The Clerk to write to Pete Jennings & Cllr. Jones to contact Len Jones.
4.8  Rhayader Cemetery.  PCC had informed Cllr. Lloyd that maintenance work on the public chiller facility was no longer affordable.   This could result in its closure, thereby increasing the cost of burial in the area. It was resolve to request PCC to take appropriate measures to ensure the public facility remains.
Cllr. Lloyd & the Clerk to write to PCC.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.9  Garreg-ddu phone box.
The Clerk apologised that this item should have read “LETTER” box.   Cllr J. Jones had received complaints from 3 farmers that when the post bus was discontinued, the letter box at Garreg-ddu had been removed without warning and they now had to go to the Visitors Centre to post a letter.. It was resolve to request Royal Mail to re-instate the Garreg-ddu box.
The Clerk to write to Royal Mail as above.
4.10  Riverside Walk. 
Cllr. Williams said that Tidy Towns had agreed to clean up the area at their cost. 
4.11  Members’ Code of Conduct – applications for dispensation.
Councillors were reminded that the opportunity exists for them to apply for dispensation.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned below, were noted.
5.1 PCC: Town Clock. The Clerk had spoken with the writer Nick Dearden, who said when he examined the cross with the aid of a cherry-picker the wooden cross had come off in his hand and whist being aware of the sensitivity of the cross, because of the limited budget of £2000 to cover the four clocks in Powys, he was unsure if PCC had sufficient funding for its replacement.   Cllr. B. Evans said Chris Rees was willing to make a replacement cross free of charge if RTC paid for the materials.   Cllr. Stuart understood that it was the fixings which had failed not the cross.   Cllr. Lloyd believed that whatever remained of the old cross should be retrieved and presented to CARAD for display in the Museum.   Cllrs. D. Jones & Stuart knew of the whereabouts of the cross and would attempt to obtain it to use as a pattern for a replacement.   It was believed that local competent persons could reinstall the replacement cheaper than PCC.
The Clerk to contact Nick Dearden to discuss RTC’s proposals.  
5.9  1st Wye Valley Cubs: Request for funding.  Cllr. Lewis declared an interest & left the room.   It was resolved to send application information.
The Clerk to send information pack.

5.11  Rhayader YMCA: Request for funding.  Cllrs. Lewis & Curry declared interests and left the room.   It was resolved to send application information.

The Clerk to send information pack.
5.12  Phoenix Community Furniture Scheme Ltd.: Textile Donations.   Councillors were aware of the organisation and agreed to their request to display a poster.
Additional late correspondence:
PCC: Changes to Recycling & Refuse Collection.   The main difference propose was to introduce fortnightly collections of non-recyclable materials using wheelie bins.   Cllr D. Jones said trials are being made in areas considered to have potentially difficulties of access and it is also envisaged that bins will be collected rather than left out in the street.   This could result in extra local jobs being created. 
Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency: Requesting that RTC remove their banner frames on the A470 approaches to Rhayader in the interest of traffic safety.  It was resolved to do so at the earliest opportunity.
Cllr. Curry had spoken with the Agency (see below) who said they were also contacting other “offenders”. 
The Clerk to inform the writer that the signs will be removed at the earliest opportunity.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
Cllr. Curry had provided information about the Village SOS funding opportunity which had been circulated to Councillors.   Cllr. D. Jones was looking at the possibility of securing funding for the Old School renovation via this channel. 
6.
PLANNING  No planning information has been received.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £130 - A. Thomas – tidying recycling area to end of June 2009.  Agreed.
1.2 £275 – Clerks Invoice - July.  Agreed.
1.3 £5.29 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  Agreed.
The Carnival Committee requested that payment of the £750 payment via the precept be made.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Lloyd proposed that the Chemist be requested to arrange earlier deliveries to ease congestion  in the same way that Spa had done.   Cllr. Davies pointed out that Spa was able to do so because they opened much earlier than the Chemist.   Cllr. Narborough volunteered to speak with Sue Price at the Chemist. 
Cllr. Narborough to speak with Sue Price.
It was resolved to replace the existing flags with the same type.

The Clerk to purchase four new flags.
Cllr. Curry had met with Kirsty Williams AM and officers of the Trunk Road Agency concerning incidents on the A470 through Rhayader.   Only major incidents are reported via the police, but there is concern about minor impacts etc that are not reported.   Whilst further discussion is required to formulate suggestions as to the best way to prevent such incidents it was realised that it would be advantageous to have a conduit to receive reports of minor incidents.   The Clerk agreed to be the contact point.

Cllr. Curry to pass on contact details as appropriate.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Allotments

2.
Speeding in Brynberth Trading Estate

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday  17th August 2009.

The meeting closed at  9.20p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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