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RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	E. Narborough

D. Jones
J. Jones
	A. Lewis
L. Price.

M. Lloyd
	C.R. Davies,


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. G. Williams, J. Rowe, M. Rowe
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the site meeting on 21st September 2007 and the monthly meeting on 19th September 2007.   Cllr. D. Evans proposed that both be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
5.3  PCC Highways Signing Proposals:   The Council is now informed (correspondence item 5.5) that Gwyneth Mills is examining RTC’s suggestions for improving the situation for vehicles turning by the Clock.   Cllr. Davies expressed concern about the practice of motorcycles parking in the centre of the road by the clock and asked what could be done to prevent it.   It was noted that the existing road markings already meant that the practice was illegal.

5.6  RAD Forum etc:  A request had been received from Rhayader and District Working Together (RADWT) for a reply to their letter of20th July 2007.   Councillors noted that they had wished to discuss the letter with Carolyn Flynn and that is why they had invited her to the September meeting.   Various aspects of the letter had been addressed by e-mail and it was arranged that the Council’s representatives would discuss matters with RADWT at their next meeting.   Councillors remain concerned about the apparent situation which permits an unelected body to inform various Authorities of what it perceives as the views of the Town’s electorate.   It was felt more appropriate that this should be done through the Town Council.   On the matter of reduction of “light pollution, RTC’s view is that any change in the present arrangements should be made at the request of those residents.   It was resolved that the Clerk write to Ms Flynn to reiterate RTC’s views on the points covered by the letter with reference to the previous e-mails.
The Clerk to write to Ms Flynn as above.
 4.6  Old School disability improvements:   Since the agenda had been drawn up a reply had been received from the Cwmdauddwr community & Education Centre which informed that the matter was to be debated in greater detail on 14th November 2007.  It also made reference to the status of the Town Council representative stating that if they wished to become Trustees a new agreement would need to be drawn up.   Councillors discussed the restrictions Trustee status would impose on Members nominated as Representatives for RTC, since they would then be required to put the interest of the Trust before that of the Council.   With two members already being Trustees in their own right, the addition of three Reps could result in five Councillors needing to declare an interest in a RTC meeting.   It was resolved that the Reps attend the forthcoming Trustee meeting to determine the best way forward and report back to the November Council meeting.

Those members involved with the Trust to report back as above. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).

Foul smelling lorry:   An e-mail from Ken Yorston of PCC informed that the police had been unable to trace the vehicles concerned through lack of any identifying details.   He requested that any further incidents be reported to him in an effort to eradicate the hazard.   Cllr. Lewis stated that it had happened again yesterday (Tuesday).
The Clerk to report this to Ken Yorston.
Public transport issues: Since the agenda had been drawn up a an acknowledgement promising an a formal response to RTC letter had been received from PCC.  Cllr J. Jones stated that he had been informed that recently there appeared to be some improvements in the quality of the service.
Rhayader School date stone:   Councillors discuss the plaque at length.   It was finally decided that the wording should simply read: “Site of the former Rhayader V P School”.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that such a plaque be purchased.   This was seconded by Cllr. Price and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to source a suitable plaque.
Damage in Waun Capel Parc etc:  Inspector Eckley will attend the meeting on 21st November 2007
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1
Tourism Grant update.  Cllr. B. Evans reported that the notice board had been delivered to Ellie Jones and was presently restricting his access so Ellie wished to install the board as soon ass possible.   Councillors agreed that it was sensible to delay installation until the maps are ready.   It was resolved that Cllr. Lloyd approach Ellie to store the board until if he is able and try to expedite the production of the maps (see 4.3 below).   The flags are now installed in both Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr.

4.2
Thru Glass Screen.   Cllr. C. Evans reported that to date no information was forthcoming from PCC.   Consequently she was seeking confirmation from the agreed supplier, DVE, that the package fully address RTC’s requirements.

4.3 Maps for Notice Board.  Cllr. C. Evans supplied draft copies of the proposed Town Guide and invited comments to be addressed to Pam Knight.   She also showed draft maps for the notice board.   These would be the same artwork as those to be included in the Guide and were as follows:

· Town map with attractions listed at the sides.
· Area map.

· Geographical map showing the access roads to Rhayader with the distances from various population centres.

The Rhayader Tourism Advisory Group had suggested that as the function of the maps was to attract tourism it was unwise to list attractions outside of the area.   Councillors unanimously agreed.
Cllr Evans requested that any comments/suggestions for the maps be addressed to her before the end of October so that production can go ahead.

4.4 Comments on circulated documents.   
· WAG: Consultation – Local Vision, Preparing Community Strategies:   Cllr C. Evans agreed to respond.
· PCC: Open Spaces Strategy for Parks (item 5.10):   The document is with Cllr. D. Evans.
Cllr. D. Evans to pass it on as soon as possible.

4.5 Leisure Centre/Community Centre.  This item was included at the Chairman’s discretion as a follow on from the closed meeting with County Cllr. R. Tyler and Mr. N. Mathews of PCC on 3rd October to explore the potential for splitting off part of the building for social use.   Mr. Mathews requested that a 

4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
plan of the Complex be marked up to define what RTC considered a viable split which would also maintain security for the sports section.   It was stressed that at this stage it was only a feasibility issue and until  firm proposals had been agreed with PCC there was no point in gauging public opinion.   Cllrs. C. Evans and  J. Humphreys had marked a copy of the plan and on inspection this was approved by the Council.   It was resolved that this be sent to PCC for comment.
Cllr. C. Evans to forward it to PCC.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on (other than items mentioned above) were as follows:
5.1  The Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency: Extension of 30mph zone in Rhayader.   As a result of RTC’s request to PCC that the zone be extended adjacent to the Camp Site a letter from Shaun James informed that drivers “must be able to appreciate that there is a change in the environment to warrant any change in limit …….Speed limits are not intended at locations where there are alignment constraints that have little or no frontage development or to safeguard individual property accesses”   It concluded that this section of the A470 does not meet the criteria.   As a result of this letter the Clerk rang the writer to stress that it was an issue of safety of people not property which had prompted the Council’s request, particularly as there was only a pavement on one side of the road at this point, thus pedestrians are require to cross the main road in a 40 mph zone.   He asked for the matter to be readdressed.   A further reply indicated that on further consultation with the Traffic Section, the Agency’s previous position would not be changed.
Councillors were appalled by these replies and the lack of concern for public safety.   Cllr. Davies stated that due to the nature of the exit, it was not possible to tow a caravan quickly out of the Site and because of the pavement layout pedestrians were often forced to cross the road twice to gain access.   It was resolved to write to Roger Williams MP, Nick Bourne AM, Kirsty Williams AM and County Cllr. Richard Tyler  expressing RTC’s concerns, enclosing copies of the correspondence letters and replies, to seek their support.

The Clerk to write as above.
A letter from PCC had been received which informed that it is proposed to extend the 30mph zone further along the C1209 Abbeycwmhir Road past the entrances of the new developments.   It further stated that 20mph zones will be imposed in both new developments.   Any objections need be made in writing.    The Council had no objections.
5.6  Citizens Advice Bureau: Closure of Llandrindod Wells Advice Centre:   The letter advised that the Centre closed on 1st August 2007 and provided two Contact numbers.   Councillors expressed concern at the closure of the local office but thought that RDCS would have more call for the contact details.

Cllr. C. Evans wondered if it would be possible to offer accommodation in Rhayader which might suit their funding levels.  
The Clerk to pass contact details to RDCS.
5.11 WAG: Fire & Rescue Performance indicators for comment.   The document was put on circulation to Councillors.

Councillors to bring any comments they have to the November meeting.
5.15  CARAD: New object entry for the Community Museum:  The object is a Banner for the Rhayader & Llansanffraidd Cwmdauddwr Friendly Society. Which was deposited with CARAD by Bryan Lawrence because the Library can no longer house it.   RTC are the “presumed owner” and CARAD request that RTC sign the Object entry form.   Councillors resolved that the Chairman do so.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
Prior to the next item being discussed Cllr Davies declared an interest and left the meeting.   Cllrs. D. Evans and J. Jones also gave their apologies and left the meeting.
5.16 Elan Valley Social Club: Request for donation for fireworks event.   Councillors were not comfortable with the stated intention that if a profit were made it would be given to the St John Ambulance.   Whilst agreeing that this was indeed a deserving cause it was not felt entirely proper that part of a donation from RTC to help fund an event should be passed on as a donation to a third party.   Councillors would not have the same problem if the money was paid as a pre-arranged “fee” to a service provider.   It was further noted that the Social Club had received donations for some years past without being asked to show any accounts.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that a donation of £350 be made.   The proposal was not seconded.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed a donation of £300, seconded by Cllr. C. Evans.   Cllr Lloyd proposed a donation of £500, seconded by Cllr. D. Jones.   On a show of hands there were 3 in favour of £500 and 4 in favour of £300 the Chairman did not vote and the motion for £300 was carried.
The Clerk to make the payment from the Recycling Account but give notice that if an application is made towards funding the event in the future, certified accounts will be required in line with RTC standard procedure and to draw the Social Club’s attention to RTC’s reservations above. 
5.17  PCC: Request for payment of grant for Powysxtreme Project 2007.   It had previously been agreed to give a grant of £500 (at the meeting on 21st February 2007).   It was resolved to make the payment.
The Clerk to make the payment from the Recycling Account.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 PR94408 – Advert: Installation of replacement advertisement signage comprising 1 fascia and 1 projecting internally illuminated signs, front elevation of Barclays Bank plc, West Street. Rhayader.

Cllr. B. Evans proposed the application be approved, seconded by Cllr. C. Evans, carried unanimously.

The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision
6.2
PR404905 – Variation of Condition; Variation of condition 5 of planning approval PR404904, Site adjacent to Cae James, Rhayader.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed the application be approved, seconded by Cllr. E. Narborough, carried unanimously.

The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision
6.3
PR432702 - Listed Building Consent: Addition of solar water heating collectors, Cwmdauddwr Arms, West Street, Rhayader.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed the application be approved, seconded by Cllr. C. Evans, carried unanimously.

The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision
Three further items had been received since the agenda was prepared:
PR243101 – Outline: Erection of a dwelling, Llwynderw, Dark Lane, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
PR276801 – Full: Erection of a single dwelling, Land to the rear of 2 Caemelin, Cwmdauddwr.

REFUSED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted. 

PR306014 – Full - Erection of sun lounge extension to public bar, Elan Valley Hotel, Rhayader.
It was resolved to convene a site meeting to discuss this application at 6pm, Friday, 26th October 2007. 

7.
FINANCE

7.1 £266.14 - One Stop Promotions Ltd – flags.   Agreed.
7.2 £31.84- Hafod Hardware – bulbs.   Agreed.
7.3 £19.20 – Crumptons – Pansies.   Agreed.
7.4 £15.58 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  The Clerk apologise because he had omitted the VAT element of this invoice.    The total owed was in fact £18.30.   Agreed. 

7.5
£275 – Clerk’s invoice October.   Agreed.

3 further request for payment 
were considered:
7.6
£3,717.71 – Malcolm Lane & Son – Notice Board (as quotation).   Agreed.

7.7
£40.00 – George McManus – tidying the heather garden.  Agreed

7.8
£50.00 – Petty Cash.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Lewis reported that the Lottery funding bid by the YMCA for Dolgerddon had been refused.   Councillors were extremely sorry to learn this, especially as they were aware that the organisation was continually under funded.   Cllr. Lewis said that they were owed some £5,000 by PCC but still awaiting payment.   It was resolved to send a letter of support.

Cllr B. Evans had received complaints that no recycling bags were available at the Leisure Centre.   Cllr D. Jones said that bags had recently become available.
Cllr Lloyd reported incidents of damage to the doors two waste bins and the wall by Leila’s seat.  It was resolved to approach Brian Wilson to repair the bins as he had done with others in the past and also to invite the PCC Highways inspector to accompany a Councillor(s) to look at the areas requiring repair.
The Clerk to attempt to arrange an inspection 
Cllr D. Jones reported that the large mechanical sweeper is now based in Rhayader and therefore more readily available. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

No items were proposed.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 21st November 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.50p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys

1 of 5
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys

5 of 5

