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RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 24TH AUGUST 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
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Prior to the meeting Mr. Peter Cox gave an update on the new Museum and Gallery.  It is anticipated that the interior will be fully complete before the official opening on 16th September 2009.   The exterior landscaping will be achieved in stage 3.  Peter praised the work of the contractors and the many volunteers who had been involved in the project.   Funders and other visitors had commented on the outstanding quality of the workmanship.   Peter said that whilst the £780,000 project would not have been possible without the major funders (the Heritage Lottery Fund, Welsh Assembly Government & PCC), the more modest local funding had provided the key which had enabled the major funding sources to be tapped.   CARAD was very appreciative of this support and show of confidence.   Entry to the permanent exhibition upstairs will be free for the foreseeable future.   There will be a charge of £3 for adults & £1 for children to visit exhibitions.   Some 400 guests had been invited to attend the opening by Alun Ffred Jones.   The Chairman stated that the Council was proud of what CARAD had achieved for the  Town. 
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. D. Jones & A. Lewis
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 27th July2009 & the Special meeting held on 3rd August 2009.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4 (17th June)Town Clock: Cllr. Price was informed that the chevron markings by the Clock were there to separate the lanes in order to assist traffic negotiating the Clock.  If at all possible, the area should not be entered.
4.3  Asset Management:   To date Cllr. J. Jones had been unable to find more details of the land in question.

4.4  Town Council mower:  Cllr. Davies said that the Cricket Club sought clarification whether they were responsible for paying John Rees to operate the mower.   It was explained that whether or not payment was made was a matter between the Club & John.   The stipulation made was that use of the mower should not incur cost to the Council.   It was resolved that the Assets & Finance Sub Committee should examine the terms of the Council’s insurance policy to determine if it cover the proposed use.
The Assets & Finance Sub Committee to examine the Insurance cover.
4.5  Advertising:   Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest and left the room.   Despite RTC’s written request for removal, advertisements for the Eagles & Abigail’s remained on the North Street island.   It was resolved that the Chairman & Cllr. Curry should make enquiries within PCC to determine the most appropriate approach to be adopted.
Cllrs. D. Evans & K. Curry to make enquiries as above.
4.6  Editing Council webpage.  The Clerk reported that Pam Knight of R2K had successfully received his files by e-mail and put them on the Council’s webpage.   Pam was willing to do this to the future.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).

4.7  Hedges:  There had been no reply from Pete Jennings but Cllr. Jones had removed the tree from Len Jones’s wall. 
4.8  Rhayader Cemetery:  No letter had yet been sent.   The Chairman ruled that this matter be discussed under item 5 Correspondence (see below).

4.9  Garreg-ddu letter box:  A reply from Royal Mail had been received after the agenda was prepared, the writer of which was obviously misinformed, since it was stated that the box continues to be used.  However the box has been moved to the Visitor’s Centre.   The Clerk was instructed to point out the error. 
The Clerk to acquaint the writer of the true facts & repeat RTC’s request for re-instatement.
5.1 PCC: Town Clock:  Cllr. B. Evans reported that Chris Rees had seen the old cross and making of a replacement was in hand.
8. Urgent Business:  Cllr. Narborough had spoken with Sue Price at the Chemist.   She would put the request to her employers, but was not hopeful of their agreement to it because that a member of staff would be required on site prior to their present starting time in order to receive deliveries.

A470 traffic:   Cllr. Curry said that complaints about speeding made at the recent PACT meeting had resulted in a promise to erect temporary speed signs.
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
On behalf of the Town Council the Chairman offered condolences to the Clerk on the death of his mother.

Cllr. D. Evans gave a résume of the events at which he had represented the Council.   He reported that Brian Wilson, the blacksmith, had repaired the Council’s sign frame free of charge.   It was resolved to send a letter of thanks.   The Clerk to write to Brian.
He was pleased to congratulated Cllr. C. Evans on her appointment to the OFWAT Committee for Wales.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Crosfield House.
To date no reply had been received to the Chairman’s letter to RBL but it was understood that the addressee was on holiday.   Councillors were concerned by reports in the press that it was pointless to protest about RBL plans for Crosfield House.   RTC emphatically disassociates itself from this standpoint and will continue to oppose any plans which could lead to closure of the Home.   It was agreed that forming a sub-committee would allow more flexibility to react to future developments.   The Sub Committee to comprise Cllrs. C. Davis, D. Evans & L. Price and would meet as required to deal with development and/or make recommendations to the full Council as appropriate.

4.2  Allotments.
Cllr. Williams had received enquiries about the possibility of re-instating the old allotment area by Station Road. It was suggested that this would be the responsibility of Chris Tully of PCC.   The Horticultural Society let the unused area of the Llangurig Road allotments for grass keep.   This was arranged to financially offset the loss of plot rental due to lack of demand.   The Society would consider re-letting ground as allotments at the end of the grass keep period if sufficient genuine applications are received.  It was resolved that, in order to quantify the demand for allotments, RTC should offer an open invitation for 
interested parties to submit requests for plots to the Clerk.   RTC will pursue requests on behalf of applicants with the Horticultural Society. 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.3  Speeding in Brynberth Trading Estate.  Cllr. Stuart was concerned about the reckless driving which had already resulted in 2 accidents.   It was resolved to contact PCC Highways to see what they suggest.
The Clerk to contact PCC as above.
Cllr Curry reported that a PCC Officer, after inspecting the position of  the 30mph signs on the A44 near to Brynberth had refused to consider moving them further away from the bend by the (blind) junction.
4.4  Evening for meetings.   The Clerk had found that preparation of material for meetings held Monday resulted in him having to work at the weekend and requested that the evening be changed.   It was resolved that future monthly meeting would be held at 7p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month or on the fourth Tuesday if there were five in the month.
4.5  Opening of new Museum and Gallery - 16th September 2009.
Cllr. D. Evans suggested that RTC should show its appreciation & support for the new community facility by helping in some way to defray the costs involved in the official opening.  It was resolved to do so and the Chairman was given an indication of the amount of assistance which could be used for this purpose.
Cllr. D. Evans to make arrangements for RTC to assist financially within the indicated limit.
4.6  PCC expenses, re-publication.
Cllr. Narborough had been approached by a resident who believed that details of PCC expenses were no longer published in the local papers and who had been informed by PCC that he must pay £46 to receive a copy from the Council.  Cllrs. D. Evans & K. Curry expressed an interest and left the room.   Some Councillors had seen details of the expenses of Radnorshire Councillors in the press, but could not recall if details of all County Councillors had be quoted.  It was noted that details are freely available on the internet and if the resident involved has no access to the internet they would be able to access it at the Arches.  It was resolved to inform the resident of this alternative.
Cllr. Narborough to inform the resident as above.
4.7  Fire & Rescue Authority - European Time Directive.
This item had been placed on the Agenda because of Cllr. Narborough concerns of the affect it would have on the retained Fire Fighters at Rhayader Fire Station.   The proposed maximum working hours would effectively destroy their ability to provide this essential emergency service.   Fortunately, in the intervening period since the agenda was prepared, the campaign organised by Roger Williams MP appears to have successfully excluded such workers. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted.   Several letters received since the agenda was prepared were also noted.   The following were commented on:
Rhayader YMCA: Application for funding.   To be considered at the September meeting.

CARAD: Invitation for the Town Council to attend the official opening of the Museum & Gallery.   It was enthusiastically resolved to accept the invitation.
The Clerk to notify CARAD.
David Woods: Proposed closure by Royal Mail of Rhayader sorting office and removal of  the operation to Llandrindod Wells.   It was resolved to contact Royal Mail to verify whether the move is in fact planned to happen and to express RTC’s grave concerns about such a proposal.

The Clerk to write to Royal Mail.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
PCC: Rhayader Cemetery – Mortuary Chiller.   On request, Cllr. Lloyd had made a copy of the letter available to the Town Council.   The letter was addressed to Mr. M. Morgan Lloyd.   Cllr Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   It was resolved to inform PCC that RTC’s attention had been drawn to PCC’s suggestion that they would, to the future, no longer pay the mortuary running costs.   RTC deplored the suggestion that PCC should no longer continue maintenance of this public facility.   Councillors believed that it should remain available and looked forward to confirmation of its continuance.
The Clerk to write as above.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2009 0819 Variation of Condition: Variation of Condition 1 of PR404903 (residential development of 23 dwellings) to extend time period for submission on reserved matters at Plots 17-39, Nant Rhyd-Hir adjacent to Cae James, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllrs. C. Evans, D. Evans & K. Curry declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr Davies proposed the application be approved, seconded by Cllr. Williams and approved unanimously.
6.2 P2009 0836 Variation of Condition: Variation of Condition 4 of planning consent PR178803 to read “No machinery and/or vehicles shall be on site before 6am on weekdays & Saturdays or after 7.30pm on weekdays or Saturdays nor any servicing to be undertaken before 9.30am on weekdays or Saturdays or at any time on Sundays or Bank Holidays at The Commodore Yard, Brynberth Industrial Estate, East Street, Rhayader, Powys
Cllrs. B. Evans, C. Evans, D. Evans C. Davies & K. Curry declared an interest and left the room.

Cllr J. Jones proposed the application be approved, seconded by Cllr. Lloyd and approved unanimously.
The Clerk to inform PCC of the above recommendations.
Notification of planning decisions by PCC in the period from February to July were received.
7.
FINANCE

1.1  £7.15 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
7.2
 £275 – Clerks invoice – August.   Agreed.
Two further invoices had been received since the agenda was prepared:

£310.50 – Lee Associates – internal audit.   Agreed.

£184.24 – One Stop Promotions Ltd – flags.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

It was resolved to ask PCC to replace signs at Maes-y-Deri and Bridge Street, and to report the overgrown hedge in East Street.

The Clerk to contact PCC as above.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Bridge lights.

2.
Applications received for funding.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday  22nd September 2009.

The Finance & Assets Sub-Committee will meet at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday  15th September 2009.
The meeting closed at  9.15p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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