24th January 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24TH JANUARY 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	E. Narborough

	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans.

D.O. Evans
C.R. Davies
	J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

J. Jones

A. Lewis
	J. Rowe

M. Rowe,

G. Williams.

	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	


1.
APOLOGIES: Cllr. M. Lloyd & L. Price
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes were those for the meeting on 13th December 2006.   Cllr. C. Evans stated that although she had attended this was not recorded in the minutes.   Cllr. Humphreys believed that on page 2 reference to “the Mace and Groe” should in fact be “the Mace car park and Castle areas”.   The Clerk agreed with these statements and apologised for the error.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that, subject to the above being corrected, that the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Cllr. B. Evans reported that he had now put the Council’s plant troughs into storage.
Community Tourism Grant Scheme.   Two quotes had been received after discussions on the work required to improve the areas close to the Mace car park and the Castle.   Cllr. D. Evans was unhappy that no written specification had been produced and proposed that one be produced.   Cllr. C. Evans seconded the proposal  and it was agreed unanimously.   The Clerk reminded Councillors that it was common practice to ensure that tree-work etc should be completed prior to the nesting season i.e. the end of March.   It was resolved that due to the short time remaining, Cllrs. B. Evans, Williams, Humphreys and D. Jones would visit the site on Sunday 28th January 2007 to formulate a specification for the work.   Cllr. B. Evans would approach the two contractors to ascertain that the spec was in line with their quotations and if this was not so, request a re-quote.   Since to bring the quotes to full Council could unacceptably delay commencement of the work, it was further resolved that, if the resultant quotes are at a similar value to those presently to hand, Cllr. B. Evans should award the contract to the lower bidder, unless he felt there were reasons that the issue should be discussed by Councillors at a special meeting
Cllr. Williams was concerned because the area on which logs had been in place for a considerable time was not included in the programme but remained an eyesore.   Councillors were unsure of the ownership of the various areas by the Mace car park.   Cllr. Davies suggested that the Council register ownership of the land and this was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones.   It was resolved, however, that before a decision was taken on the matter and other site in the town, it should be discussed at the next monthly meeting.
Cllr Tyler volunteered to raise this matter at the immanent meeting of the Parc Trust tin an attempt to gain further information.
County Councillor Tyler to inform the Clerk of any relevant information which he can determine. 
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1
Recycling bank Cwmdauddwr 
The item had been raised by Cllr. Price, who had briefed Cllr J Rowe in her absence,.    Cllr Price had received requests from some residents for the provision of a recycling bank situated in Cwmdauddwr due to their inability to access the Rhayader bank.    Cllr Davies suggested that if one was considered, history showed that the car park would attract considerable opposition as a site.   Cllr. D Jones said that a site could be accommodated in Station Road, but of course this may not be easily accessed by some residents on foot.   He agreed that the majority of users accessed the Dark Lane bank by cars etc. and also remarked that lots of rubbish (not recyclable material) is deposited in the area around the bank which necessitated PCC visiting to clear up on a daily basis.   Cllr. D. Jones agreed to look into the various aspects of the matter and report back at the next meeting.
Cllr. D. Jones to investigate and report his findings to the February meeting.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.1 Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency:  Reply to RTC’s request for flashing signs.   Councillors could not accept that the findings that 85% of traffic on the entrance roads travelled within the stipulated speed limits.   The Clerk reported that he had replied to the writer to request that more monitoring is carried out closer to the 40 mph signs and over a longer period.

5.3
PCC:  Requested information about land adjacent to Rhayader Depot.   Councillors were pleased to learn that selling the land, long term usage as a depot, nor privatisation of services figured in PCC’s plans and welcomed the news that PCC would take RTC’s concerns into account at the end of the present contract.
5.14
PCC: Copy of reply to Mrs. Sandra Betty.   In addition to this letter, Cllr. B. Evans reported that he had received a copy of the proposed replacement sign for the one which had been blown down by the Smithfield entrance.   After some discussion it was resolved Cllr. B. Evans tell PCC to go ahead with the replacement, that the scheme for signage in Rhayader would be added to the agenda for the next meeting and in the interim the Sub Committee should meet to consolidate their recommendations.   It was decided to take the comments in item 5.14 into consideration during the future discussions.
The Signage Sub Committee to formulate recommendations for discussion at the February meeting.
5.17 
Round the Lakes:  Seeking payment of grant.   It was resolved that the sum of £250 allocated in the Precept be paid forthwith.
5.19 PCC:  Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation.   Cllr J. Jones agreed to complete the feedback survey on behalf of  RTC.

Cllr. J. Jones to complete and return the feedback form to PCC.
A letter from Kirsty Williams AM and Roger Williams MP about Post Office closures also requested completion of consultation forms from the Government and themselves.   It was resolved that the Clerk should complete the forms on behalf of RTC.

The Clerk to complete and return the forms.
A reply had been received from the Minister, Jim Fitzpatrick, to RTC’s letter about Post Office closures.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest in all planning matters and took no part in discussions.

6.1
 PR334401 – Rebuilding wall, erection of a conservatory and provision of fire escape, Cornhill Inn, West Street, Rhayader.   PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.2
Recommendation for tree works, The Vicarage, Cwmdauddwr.   Noted.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £21.36 - Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.

7.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – January.   Agreed.


7.3
£50 – Petty cash – payable to CR Baker.   Agreed.

7.4
£250 – Round the Lakes.   Agreed, see item 5.17 above.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr J. Jones stated that the U1257 (Middle Ochre Cefn to Tynberth) road had been filled but the top surface was soil and had resulted in a Landrover becoming stuck.   He suggested that PCC be approached to seek closure of the road to vehicles for six months to allow it to consolidate.   It was believed that PCC could not close the road for this length of time without recourse to WAG.   It was resolved at present to let the matter lie and monitor what happens to the future.
The Clerk reported that the rent for the garage in the Pound at Tanners Row had not been paid for this year and last.   He had approached the tenant who apologised for the omission and promised to pay at the earliest opportunity.   The tenant remarked that the roof leaked, but agreed that at the rent he was paying (£20/annum) it was unreasonable to expect it to be repaired and confirmed that he wished to continue.
Cllr. B. Evans addressed a letter to the Chairman seeking to be replaced as a representative of the Council on the Trustees of Price’s Charity because he felt that the trustees were allowing personal issues to cloud their judgement rather than doing their duty as custodians of a valuable asset belonging to the people of Cwmdauddwr.   It was resolved that the matter of a replacement should be put on the agenda for the February meeting.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

Before the next meeting the awards from the Bryntitli Fund will be presented.

Agenda items:
1. Ownership of land in the town.
2. Signage.

3. Council representative on the Price’s Trust.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 21st February 2007
The meeting closed at 9.05p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor E. Narborough
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