 23rd May 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

D.O. Evans

	D. Jones

J. Jones

M. Lloyd
	J. Rowe
L. Price




The Chairman congratulated Cllr. D. Evans on his recent appointment as Chairman of Powys County Council.
1.
APOLOGIES:  Cllrs. E. Narborough, C. Evans, C.R. Davies, M. Rowe, G. Williams, 

County Cllr. R. Tyler.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 18th April 2007 and the notes for the site meetings on 20th  and 23rd April 2007.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that all be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Lloyd and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.1
Signage:  Cllr. B. Evans had collated all suggestions and recommendations about signage and suggested that the results should be discussed at length.   It was resolved to start the June meeting at 7.00 p.m. to incorporate this item.
4.4
Flower tubs:    Cllr. Lloyd commented that it was becoming increasingly difficult these days to get  any work done for less than the £100 limit before two quotes are required.   This had proved particularly difficult in the case of the troughs when the cost of preservatives are included.   He had only found one person willing to submit a price and this was above that limit.   Cllr. D. Evans proposed that in such situations, tenders should be sought but if only one quotation is received that should be accepted if it is considered reasonable.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones and carried unanimously.   It was further agreed to follow this procedure to have the troughs treated.   It was also resolved that Cllr. Lloyd should take advice and determine the most appropriate type of plants which would create a good and long lasting  display.
Cllr. Lloyd to arrange for the troughs to be treated and seek advice on the most suitable planting.
Cllr. Williams sent word that to date she had made no progress in selecting more suitable planters to use at the base of the Clock.

Cllr. Williams to continue with the search.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1
Tourism Grant etc:  Cllr. Narborough and the Clerk had both had several discussions with Mr. Wyn Lloyd about the area by the Mace.   Each time Mr. Lloyd had stated that he had no problem about what had been done nor, in principal, with what was proposed, but he would like to meet on the site.   He 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
said, each time, that he would ring to set up a mutually agreeable time.   To date this had not happened.   It was resolved that RTC should now await his call.   

Two quotations had been received for work in the Parc to tidy up and dispose of the waste in the moat area and to grade and level the area near the car park.

N. E. Evans had quoted £160 & £150 respectively.   Elwyn Jones & Sons had quoted £110 & £75 respectively

Cllr J. Jones declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

Cllr. Price proposed that the work be awarded to the lower bidder – Elwyn Jones.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Rowe and carried unanimously.    Cllr. B. Evans agreed to inform Ellie Jones of the Council’s decision and ask him to carry out the work as a matter of some urgency.   He also agreed to ask Ellie to proceed with laying bases for the picnic tables and the benches.
In order that the delivery time for these items did not unduly delay their installation, Cllr. J. Jones propose that the Clerk look into delivery times and order as appropriate to ensure that the items are available when required.   This was seconded by Cllr. Lloyd and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to investigate delivery times and order when appropriate to avoid delay.
4.2
Rhayader Website:   The Clerk informed Councillors that he had received a letter from Upper Bridge Enterprises offering a website service.   However Cllr. B. Evans was able to inform the Council that Rebecca Richards had indicated that PCC would be servicing the Rhayader Website.
Cllr B. Evans to verify this information.
4.3
Planning matters:   Councillor Lloyd was concerned that some Planning Applications appear to be  delegated to Planning Officers even though objections have been raised by RTC.   This had been done with PR655900.   It was previously understood that if the Town Council objected to a proposal, the matter would be determined by the Planning Committee.   He was concerned that RTC’s views might be ignored because of this procedure.   
Cllr. D. Evans explained that it was not mandatory that Applications be heard by the Planning Committee, they could be delegated for a variety of reasons.   RTC’s views would be considered however the application was handled.   He also pointed out that the most decisions are in line with RTC’s views.
Councillors however remained concerned with the decision reached by the Officer in this particular application since it involved a building being extend right to the boundary – something they thought was neither desirable nor in fact permissible.   It was resolved to write to the Planning Officer to confirm that RTC’s views are indeed taken into account when applications are delegated, to seek explanations of the rationale behind the decision to over-rule RTC’s objection in this instance and the criteria used when allowing  buildings to be extended to the boundary beside public footpaths and also to request that, in future, RTC be advised of the reasons if their objections are over-ruled.
The Clerk to write to the Planning Officer to register RTC’s concerns.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

Since the Agenda had been prepared two responses and four general items of correspondence had been received.   It was resolved to consider them at this meeting.
a) A reply from the Head of Care Service of the Royal British Legion confirmed that it was their intention to build a new high specification home in Rhayader as soon as suitable land could be purchased but also assured the Council that Crossfield House would remain operational until this is done.

5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
b) A reply from Richard Hobbs, Highways & Transportation Manager, PCC about unauthorised advertising on the North Street Roundabout. stating that he had instructed the Highways Inspector to contact The Eagles to request the signs be removed, and had also written to the owner himself to cease the practice of erecting sign at this location in the future.
Cllr. B. Evans reported that the Eagles had also coned and chained off the area belonging to the Smithfield Trust to ensure that it is available to their vehicles only, even though it is believed to be for the use of the public at large.   It was resolved to write to the Smithfield Trust to enquire whether they are aware of the situation and to seek clarification that the area is indeed intended for use by the general public or if in fact they condone the present practice.
The Clerk to write to the Smithfield Trust as outlines above.
c) Invitation to the Planning Liaison Meeting on 20th June  2007.   This date unfortunately coincides with the June meeting of the Council.

The Clerk to send apologies and explain the reason for non-attendance by RTC.
d) Invitation to Powys Equals Partnership Celebration Day – noted.

e) Rhayader Chamber of Trade – seeking £400 to assist in the publication of a town guide.   Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors applauded the initiative by the Chamber of Trade but remarked that the Touch Screen included in the Tourism Grant would serve a similar purpose.   It was also considered that the money required from RTC to implement the scheme covered by the Grant would result in the Council’s funds being considerably pressurised during the current year.    Consequently in the next financial period, RTC would need to keep a close control on its extra spending.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed that a contribution of £200 be made providing the project reaches maturity.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.   The payment to be made from the Recycling Account.
The Clerk to inform the Chamber of Trade of RTC’s proposal.
f) Rhayader Town Football Club - seeking “in principle” support.   Councillors were appreciative of the efforts which the Club had made in re-organising again and looked forward to its future success.   It was resolved that a letter of encouragement be sent, wishing the Club good luck for the future but explaining that whilst RTC wished to offer support in principle it was not presently in a position to commit any substantial monetary assistance particularly towards a project of unspecified financial magnitude.   It was also suggested that the Club might wish to take over one or more of the discos planned by RTC in order to boost their funds.
The Clerk to convey RTC’s comments to the Football Club.

Cllr. Price to put the suggestion about the disco(s) to Dylan Mcphee.
All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:

5.8 Howard Roberts:  Background information for interest and reference.   This had been copied to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   It was resolved to retain this on file for future reference.

5.9 One Voice Wales: Notice of Brecon & Radnor meeting & previous minutes.   Cllr D. Evans undertook to give the information to Cllr. C. Evans, RTC’s representative on One Voice Wales.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.10 RDCS: Letter to RTC, copy of letter to PCC & minutes of RAD meeting.   This had been copied to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   Each bullet point in the letter was discussed as follows: 

1 Cllr. B. Evans stated that the writer was in error in suggesting that RTC had spare benches.   The RAD Forum had been informed that the Groe Trust had old benches which might be useful to the Youth Club.

2 Councillors assumed that “Sandy Park” referred to in the letter is actually part of Waun Capel Parc.  All activity equipment in the Parc is supplied and maintained by PCC, hence any suggestions/aspirations should be directed to them.
3 It is likely that the provision of a 10 pin bowling alley in the town, however desirable it may seem, would only come about if a commercial organisation considered it a viable proposition.

4 Noted.

5 The incidence of fly tipping and litter at the Recycling area is a cause for concern to RTC and PCC as well as the public at large.   PCC are doing their utmost to keep apace with the problem and attempting to stamp it out. Cllr D. Jones suggested that, as the Officer in charge, if problems are addressed to himself he would be able to respond more quickly.   Cllr. Humphreys said that Tudor Ingram often tidied up the area in the region of the recycling bank.  It was resolved that Cllr. Humphreys would talk with Tudor with a view to him carrying this out on a regular basis on behalf of RTC. 
6 Councillors were not aware of the bench referred to.

7 Councillors were not entirely comfortable with RDCS unilaterally writing to PCC or the Trunk Road Agency  implying that the whole town is in favour of a bypass.   RTC has not declared that it is convinced that a bypass would be the most effective solution to Rhayader’s traffic problems, or that one would be in the best interests of the local tourist industry, nor is it aware that a decision to build a bypass has indeed been taken.
It was resolved to reply to RDCS by commenting on each item as above. 

The Clerk to acquaint RDCS of RTC’s comments.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

6.1
PR325802 – Conversion of redundant outbuildings to the rear to four units of holiday accommodation ancillary to the public house, including part demolition, Royal Oak, East Street, Rhayader.   PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.  Noted.
6.2 PR647801 – Full: Erection of garage/garden stores, The Slan, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. Lloyd proposed that this application be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.

6.3 PR658400 – Full: Erection of 2 flagpoles, grass verge B4518 by start of Elan Valley Trail, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.   There were no objections to this application.
6.4 PR658500 – Full: Erection of 2 flagpoles, road island opposite St. Clements Church, Rhayader.   There were no objections to this application.
7.
FINANCE

7.1
£275 – Clerk’s invoice May.   Agreed.
7.2
£315 – W. Whalley – professional services.   Agreed.
7.3
£10.80 Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
The Clerk reported that he had omitted the VAT (£4.43)  from the payment requested for Office Solutions (Wales) in the previous month’s invoice and sought approval to pay it.   Agreed.
Two further invoices had been received:

£357.61- N.E. Evans – supply & erect fence.    Agreed.
£20.50 – Martin Price – supply & fit lights.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. J. Rowe had been approached by a couple who were concerned about the cost of so called “affordable” housing in Rhayader.    They are “locals” who wished to purchase their own home in Rhayader, but found that prices in the town are in excess of similar properties in the surrounding area.

At this stage Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in the discussions.

The couple questioned whether RTC had been hoodwinked into approving planning applications which allegedly contain affordable houses, but which in fact are above what this couple could possibly afford even they were both gainfully employed.   Cllr. B. Evans pointed out that because Rhayader is considered such a desirable place to live and because relatively few houses are built for sale, prices as a whole are higher than in the surrounding area.   RTC does not have any input into what is “affordable” and Councillors were unaware how this was determined or monitored.   It was resolved to enquire of PCC the process for setting and monitoring the price of affordable housing referred to in applications if planning consent is granted.

The Clerk to ask PCC for clarification.
Cllr. Price announced that she had cash to pass to the Clerk for banking which was the proceeds of the  previous disco.   She also said that the hall had been booked for three further dates: 29th June, 13th  July and 24th August.   She would unfortunately not be able to attend on 29th June but reminded Councillors that 3 names would need to be submitted to attend.   Cllr. Price said that the YFC were interested in running the 13th July event. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.  Signage


10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 20th June 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.30 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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