 23rd April 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD APRIL 2008 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	E. Narborough

D. Jones
J. Jones
	A. Lewis
M. Lloyd
M. Rowe
	G. Williams.



	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs C.R. Davies, J. Rowe, L. Price.
2. MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 19th March 2008.   It was resolved that these be accepted as a true record.   The report of the meeting of the Finance Sub Committee held on 26th March 2008 were noted.
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.5 Petition for A470:   Sara Care of Kirsty Williams staff in Cardiff wants to know if Councillors wish to hand over the petition in person.   Cllr. Narborough was of the understanding that RTC would be able to state its case to the Petitions Committee at the handover.   The Clerk had not received this impression in the conversation with Ms. Care.   RTC’s action would be dependant on this procedure so it was resolved to await confirmation before deciding whether to travel to Cardiff.
Cllr. Narborough to clarify the situation.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1
Tourism Grant update.   Cllr. C. Evans had signed and returned the Grant acceptance form on the Council’s behalf.  All items were ordered and would be installed on delivery which was immanent.   PCC expected to install a call centre operative who would dispense tourist information in the Leisure Centre on before summer.   Councillors were concerned that due to the usage of the call centre, people requesting tourism information could face long delays.   It was resolve to ask PCC about this. 
The Clerk to enquire how PCC intended to manage the above scenario.   
4.2
Procedure for Document review.   Having considered the list suggested at the March meeting, Councillors resolved it be accepted.
Cllr. Narborough had reviewed the Draft Fire & Rescue Service National Framework for Wales 

2008-2011 on behalf of RTC and found it to be acceptable.   He will reply on the Council’s behalf.

Cllr. Narborough to respond.
4.3
Council representatives on Prices Charity.   In Cllr. Price’s absence Cllr. B. Evans handed to the Chair a list of points on which the present Council representative sought clarification.
Cllrs. M. Lloyd, D, Jones and B. Evans then declared an interest and left the room.   The points requiring clarification were: 
· How many Council representatives are required?

· Are they reps for the Old School only or also for the Price’s Charity?   
· Are they consequently full Trustees of Price’s Charity?  
· What financial liability does this impose on RTC?  
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Mr. Lloyd Lewis was present at the meeting and was invited by the Chairman to explain, on behalf the Trustees of Price’s Charity, what they perceive to be the role and status of RTC reps.   Mr. Lewis stated that in 1974 the Council decided to disassociate itself from the Price’s Charity and handed it back to the 

Community.   They did, however request that the Council had 3 representatives on the Management of the Old School.   This was agreed and remains the case.   Mr. Lewis offered to write this information in a letter to RTC.   It was resolved to await this document before defining the role and appointing reps.
4.4
Adoption of new Model Code of Conduct.   A letter from the Head of  Legal, Scrutiny & Democratic Services at PCC explained that a new Model Code of Conduct came into force on 18th April 2008 and must be adopted by September.   The writer considered that it was advantageous for Councils to adopt the Code earlier  i.e. before the 1st May since to do so would result in Councillors only needing to give one declaration in respect of the Code of Conduct.

Councillors agreed that since acceptance by September was a mandatory condition to continued membership of the Council, the suggestion was a sensible one.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed the new Code be adopted.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.   The Code to be effective from 5th May 2008.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.3  PCC: The Clock update.   Cllr. Lewis declared an interest and took no part in the discussion.
Cllr. J. Jones considered that PCC would be best qualified to determine the length of clear space needed to allow vehicles to turn so RTC should accept the 9½ metres stated.    It was resolved to do so.  
5.5  Mrs. JD Roberts, DC Elan Guiding: Details of equipment.   The letter indicated that rucksacks, map reading equipment, and cooking equipment were needed for the forthcoming international camp.   These could remain as property of the group and retained for future use.   Cllr M. Rowe declared an interest and took no part in discussions.   Cllr. Narborough remarked that suitable equipment would be expensive and proposed that a donation of £250 be made to the Guides towards its purchase and payment should carry a proviso that it be used on behalf of the group not individuals.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.   The payment to be taken from s137 funds.

The Clerk to arrange payment as detailed above.
5.11  Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Authority Draft Action Plan 2009/10.
Cllr. Narborough to respond.
5.13  Play Radnor - Appeal for funding.   It was resolve to advise the applicant to reapply in October.
The Clerk to reply as above.
Other correspondence received after the agenda was prepared :

Western Power Distribution: Notification of Wayleave consent – Rhyd-Hir Brook watering place.  Noted. 

One Voice Wales: Nomination of Councillor as a Representative.   Resolved to defer to AGM.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2008 0433 Full: Demolition of ground floor flat roofed utility block, construction of 2 no. new bedrooms with ensuite above existing garage, 10, Cae Glas, Rhayader Powys.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed this application be approved, seconded by Cllr. M. Rowe.   There were no objections to this application.
6.
PLANNING (CONT)
6.2 P2008 0435 Outline: Erection of a dwelling at part of garden at Neuadd Wen, Caeherbert Lane Rhayader.   This application was considered  in conjunction with 2 further applications for this site which had been received since the agenda was prepared. 

The other applications were:
P2008 0515 Full: Demolition of existing garage and erection of two storey detached dwelling and alterations to existing access at old garage at Neuadd Wen, Caeherbert Lane Rhayader. 

P2008 0516 CAC: Demolition of old garage (existing) at Old Garage, Neuadd Wen, Caeherbert Lane Rhayader.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed these applications be approved, seconded by Cllr. J. Jones.   There were no objections to these applications. 
6.3 P2008 0457 Full: Erection of wheelchair accessible bedroom & bathroom extension, 21 Green Gardens Rhayader Powys.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed this application be approved, seconded by Cllr. Lewis.   There were no objections to this application. 
6.4 P2008 0463 Full: Erection of 3 storey detached dwelling at land at Penporth, Church Street, Rhayader, Powys.   It was resolved to hold a site meeting for this application at 7pm on 24th April 2008.
6.5 PR334402 Full: demolition of part of kitchen & rebuild to create extension to rear of building to house toilets erection of new smoking shelter & creation of seating area.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. -Noted
6.6 PR398901 Full: Erection of one bedroom bungalow& double garage rear garden of Gwinllan, off Maes-y-Deri, Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted
6.7 PR640801 Full: Erection stable block with storage, Rhydoldog House, Rhayader

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted 
6.8 PR664500 Full: Erection of two storey extension to dwelling, 40 Maes-y- Brenin, 

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted
6.9 PR77904 Change of use of guest restaurant & upgrade single toilet to disabled access cubicle, The Horseshoe, Church Street Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
6.10 PR6646/00 Full: Extensions etc, Elan Hotel West Street Rhayader.   Notice of site meeting & various reports. County Cllr. Tyler was able to inform the Council that the Planning Committee had agreed the application in principal but before permission is granted the planning Officer should ensure that conditions are included which address the objections raised by RTC and residents.   In view of the current spate of local rumours about this application it was resolve that the Clerk contact the Planning Officer for a current update.
6.11 Decision lists - January, February, March 2008. – Noted
The Clerk to inform PCC of the RTC’s decisions. 
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £130 – A. Thomas - tidying Recycling Area, January to March 2008.   Agreed

7.2  £275 – Clerk’s invoice April.   Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Councillors expressed concern that since the new “safe route to school” had been installed it was no longer possible to access the recycling area from the path causing users to make a considerable diversion.   It was resolved to request PCC reinstate access from the path.

Cllr Narborough had also received complaints about the inadequacy of light provided by the street lamp in this vicinity.   It was resolved to request PCC improve the light source.
The Clerk to request that PCC address these two problems.
Cllr. Williams asked what progress had been made about Crossfield House.   County Cllr. Tyler informed that the matter is still ongoing.
Cllr. Narborough said there was mounting concerns about the increased inadequacy of the local bus service.   It is believed that the connecting service is to be withdrawn.   Routes have been curtailed and particularly by the Cemetery and Station areas, passengers are dependant on this service.   It is also believed that a new timetable is to be introduced, after the May elections, which has been prepared seemingly without public consultation.   It was resolved to request a meeting with Richard Hobbs and/or John Horsey of PCC to discuss the service.

The Clerk to request a meeting as above.  
Cllr. J. Jones Reported that there is a broken manhole near Ochre Cefn and another on the Mountain Road near the turning to Tynpistyll.

The Clerk to inform James Bevan of PCC. 
County Councillor Richard Tyler had decided not to seek re-election in May.   The Chairman was extremely sorry that Richard  would no longer be Councillor for Rhayader and thanked him for all the work he had put in for the benefit of the area and the town Council in particular.   Cllr. Tyler said that in his experience it was “those who made most noise” who had most influence on PCC.   He urged Councillors to continue to robustly pressurise PCC on all matters on which they wanted action. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1.
Risk assessments. 
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the AGM which will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 14th May 2008.

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 21st May 2008 .

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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