 23rd March 2010


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 23RD MARCH 2010 AT 7.00PM
AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	L. Price
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C. Evans
J. Humphreys
	D. Jones
J. Jones
	M. Rowe

E. Narborough
	J. Stuart
G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Susie Hobby, Rural Housing Enabler for Mid Powys apologised as she was unable to attend due to double booking.   It was resolved to ask her to come in the near future.
APOLOGIES: Cllrs. D.O. Evans, B. Evans, C.R. Davies, M. Lloyd
1. .
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 16th February 2010. It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4  Five Year Plan:  Cllr. C. Evans was in the process of updating the Plan.
Cllr. Williams had received a letter from Heather Bull of PCC which appeared to discourage advertising the Recycling Banks in favour of roadside collection.   However Councillors agreed that as RTC had an agreement with PCC for the Banks it was right & proper to promote their use, thereby attracting funding to the local community.   It was resolved to continue the design of suitable pamphlets as agreed.
Cllr Williams to continue to design suitable pamphlets.
In line with Carolyn Flynn’s suggestion that she update RTC about the activities of RDCS it was resolved to invite her to do so at the April meeting.
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the absence of Cllr. D. Evans there were no Chairman’s announcements. 
3b. 
REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS
Cllr. J. Jones reported that he had represented the Council at the funeral of John “the Mace”.

 Cllr. Williams reported that the Nursery project was on-going with a suggested 2012 finish date.
Cllr. Stuart reported that he & Cllr. Curry had attended the recent Health Focus Group meeting.
Cllr. Curry said Home Support and Reablement would move to the Leisure Centre by 5th April.   WAG has expressed concerns about the apparent lack of “joined up” thinking on health care in Powys and is to assess the effectiveness of its provision relative to needs.   Out of concern for the future of the Day Care Centre, he will suggest that Rhayader be used as a pilot case by WAG.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park.
It was resolved to contact R2K direct to request sight of the quote & this defer item to the April meeting.

The Clerk to seek the information from R2K.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.2  Leisure Centre split. 
Cllrs. C. Evans, D. Jones & K. Curry had met with representatives of PCC who, at last seem to understand and accept RTC’s aspirations.   However, PCC are awaiting legal advice on the matter before further 
progress can be considered.    PCC had been informed that the present Working Group was willing to assume the role of Management Committee when and if required. 

4.3  Bridge Lights.
Prior to going on holiday, Cllr B. Evans had informed members of the Finance Sub Committee that due to the difficulty experienced in sourcing new light the electrician suggested that the old light be recovered, refurbished and installed in the new, readily accessible positions.   He thought this method would prove to be a more viable proposition.   Councillors were disappointed that the issue of the lights had dragged on for so long and resolved that Cllr. Evans should pursue his proposed solution as a matter of urgency.

Cllr. B. Evans to make arrangements/obtain quotes for the removal of the existing lights as a matter of urgency
4.4  Matters arising from Council Walk Round on 29th January 2010.
The list of observations made were discussed and actions decided in accordance with Appendix 1 hereto.
4.5  Finance & Assets Management Sub Committee report.
Since the February meeting, the Sub Committee had met twice.   Trevor Jones & Alan Lewis of Rhayader & Elan Valley Angling Association had also been consulted to learn how the cost of the Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships is to be raised.   It is expected that the event will cost in well excess of £60K and any shortfall in funding will have to be met by the competitors.    The Rhayader Association is hoping to raise in the region of £16K locally in Powys.   They believe the event will raise the profile of Rhayader and its facilities to a huge section of the public here and abroad and will generate extra trade before, during and after the event with a spin off of increased numbers of fishermen visiting in the future.   The Association has put extra pages on their website detailing the event and the facilities in and around Rhayader with cross links to the Rhayader website. 

To date no suitable instant access investment which paid a better return than the Swansea Building Society had been found.   Roger Watson had been consulted.   He recommended that the Sports hall Fund should be put into a 5 year bond in order to accrue a more beneficial return, but this would not provide instant access without a penalty.

Cllr. Narborough presented the following recommendations by the Sub Committee:

1. A total of £5,000 from the Reserve & Maintenance Account be allocated towards financing the Five Year Plan over its five year period.
2. £1,500 from the current precept be donated to the Association for use towards the Commonwealth Championships.
3. RTC should discus whether to adopt a change in direction for use of the Sports Hall Fund or/and re-invest the fund in a longer term agreement.

4. The Reserve & Maintenance Account should presently remain with the Swansea Building Society on instant access.
 It was resolved to accept the recommendations and to discuss the Sports Hall Fund at the April meeting.
The Clerk to arrange payment to the Angling Association.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.6  Selection of Citizen of the Year 2010.
Six nominations had been received for the award.   It was resolved that Edgar Price should be Citizen of the Year 2010.
The Clerk to inform Mr. Price of the Council’s decision.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda and others received after it was issued were noted.

5.1  Rhayader Day Care Centre-Hafan: Request for Precept payment as soon as possible.
This letter was supported by a later letter from their Chairman which explained that an early payment would allow the Centre to remain open whilst further funding is being accessed.   It was resolve to make the payment at the start of the new Financial Year.
The Clerk to arrange payment as above.

5.3 PCC: Vehicle parking in Llawrllan.   Whilst Councillors were please at the quick response by PCC, despite residents receiving a letter from PCC asking for co-operation, the practice still continues.   It was resolved to collect evidence and write to PCC again suggesting that in order to see the problem any visit made by them should be in the evening and asking for further assistance.

The Clerk to write to PCC as above when evidence is supplied to him.
5.5 PCC: Winter Services Report.  The report was noted.   Cllr. Price thanked Cllr. Curry on behalf of the Council for the way he had kept them informed throughout the period of bad weather.
5.6 OVW: Membership renewal.  Agreed.
The Clerk to renew membership.
5.13 PCC: Recycling Site – new agreement. Agreed.

The Clerk to arrange signing.
R2K: Application for funding on behalf of Wildlife Tourism Group.  Whilst this application had been received outside of the normal timeframe for considering grants, it had been made at RTC’s invitation.
It was resolved to make a grant of £250 from s137.

The Clerk to arrange payment.
5.18 Mrs. Shirley Jones: Street Lights – Maesmawr.   Cllr. Price reported that the lights had now been restored and the area is regularly patrolled by the police.

Five further items of correspondence had been received.
a) Rhayader YMCA Youth Club: Seeking £70 funding towards the cost of paint to refresh the mural in the bus shelter at Dark Lane car park.   This item had also been identified as needing attention by RTC on the recent walkround and it was resolved to donate £70, as requested, towards the project.

The Clerk to arrange payment.

b) Play Radnor:  Detailing services provided & requesting donation.   Noted.

c) OVW:  Information on Fair-trade.  Noted

e) ARC Gardening & Handyman Services: Detailing services provided.   Noted.

f) Miss K. Hawthorne:  Seeking information on allotment provision in Rhayader.  It was resolved to discuss allotment provision at the April meeting. 
6.
PLANNING

No planning information has been received.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £10.55 – Office Solutions (Wales) – Office Supplies.  Agreed
7.2  £275 – Clerk’s invoice – March. Agreed
7.3  £70 – Welsh Royal Crystal.  Agreed.
7.4 £260 – OVW – membership renewal.  Agreed.

An invoice for £42 from Mr. R. Powell for cleaning the fingerposts had been received.   This was in line with the previously agreed price and was approved for payment.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Price drew the attention of Councillors to the achievement of Spice Cottage in winning the curry house in Wales.    It was resolved to send a letter of congratulations.
The Clerk to convey the Council’s congratulations to the Spice Cottage.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1. Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park.

2. Leisure Centre split.


3. Bridge Lights.


4. Allotment provision.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 20th April 2010.

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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