23rd January 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  23RD JANUARY 2008 AT  7.30PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
C. Evans

D. Jones
	J. Jones

E. Narborough

M. Lloyd
	A. Lewis
L. Price.

J. Rowe
	M. Rowe

G. Williams.



	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. B. Evans, D. Evans.
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 19th December 2007 and the site meeting held on 22nd December 2007.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed that the minutes for 19th December  be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and carried unanimously.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that the minutes for 22nd December  be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. M. Lloyd and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
8. Urgent business: Cllrs Lloyd and D. Jones met with James Bevan, the PCC Highways Inspector, and visited the problem areas: Hafan Day Centre, the Clock, the road by Glanllyn, the wall near to  Leila’s seat and pavements in various locations.   Mr. Bevan took note of the problems.
8. Urgent business: - Rhayader TIC:  Copies of a reply by Mark Kerr to Cllr. C. Evans which had been received since the agenda was prepared was given to all Councillors present.   It indicated that in Rhayader tourist information will be achieved via PCC’s Customer Service Section located in the present TIC.   He also indicated that his Economic regeneration Manager will meet the Rhayader Joint Steering Group on Tourism to discuss the matter.   A subsequent e-mail from Pam Knight informed that the date of that meeting had yet to be arranged, but she would inform RTC as soon as it was, so that representatives of RTC could attend.   It was resolved that Cllr. C. Evans reply to Mr. Kerr’s letter.
Cllr. C. Evans reply to Mr. Kerr’s letter.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

Items 4.1 -Tourism Grant update,  4.2 - Thru Glass Screen &  4.3 - Maps for Notice Board were discussed together:
Discussions with Hazel Bowen led Cllr. C. Evans to believe that RTC’s spending to date on work connected with the Tourism Grant projects could likely be accepted as fulfilling its commitment for the present grant.   It was resolved that Cllr Evans and the Clerk prepare a further application  which will include the cost of the Thru-glass screen.   PCC will not fund costs for a website or the tourism brochure. 
Cllr. C. Evans & the Clerk to compile another funding application to PCC. 
Copies of a request by Rhayader 2000 Ltd seeking funding towards Rhayader Town web site had been received since the agenda was prepared was given to all Councillors present.   It was resolved to discuss this issue at the next monthly meeting.
Community Support sought confirmation of the location of the Thru-glass screen in their windows.   It was resolved that the preferred location was in the left side window (viewed from the street), but RTC would be content to accept the right if RDCS so wished.
The Clerk to write to RDCS as above.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.4
The Clock.   The reply, dated 10th December, from Gwyneth Mills of PCC to RTC’s letter of 20th November was discussed as follows:
1. Councillors remain unconvinced the bollards are a successful barrier.   (James Bevan assure Cllr. Lloyd that he would look into a solution.

2. Councillors were surprised that no signs are contained in the regulations to address the hazard.   Enquiries to be made too verify this.

3. Councillors understand that plans had previously been drawn up by PCC for relocating the Clock.  They resolved to request sight of the proposals.

4. It was resolved that the use of Dark Lane as a “bypass” should not be encouraged due to its width.
5. It was resolved to request that PCC take the necessary steps to remove end parking space by the Strand and direct large vehicles to use this area to negotiate the turn.
The Clerk to acquaint PCC with RTC’s views. 
4.5
Crosfield House.   Responses had been received from RTC’ letters as follows: 

· M. Jones had passed his letter to  Phillip Robson.

· Phillip Robson informed that he is to discuss the home with the Director General of RBL on 28th February 2008 an will inform RTC of any information that results.
· Mark Kerr is to meet RBL Chief Executive and will bring the importance of the home to the economy of Rhayader to his attention.
County Cllr. Tyler said that Mr. Kerr’s meeting was set for Thursday 24th January.   It was resolved to request that Mr. Kerr meet with Cllrs. Humphries, Williams, Lloyd, Price and Narborough as soon as possible after his meeting with RBL.
The Clerk to arrange a meeting with Mark Kerr as above.
4.6
Procedure for document review.   It was agreed that, due to the number of documents the Council receives, it had become impractical for all Councillors to review all documents in the period requested.   It was resolved that Cllr. C. Evans draw up a list of document categories which RTC would be likely to encounter and at the February meeting to allocate appropriate types to each Councillor, who would then respond as necessary.

Cllr. C. Evans to prepare a list for discussion at the February meeting.
4.7 Seat for Maes Mawr.   Requests had been received for the provision of a seat on the grassed area close to the entrance to Maes Mawr.   Councillors believed that a seat at this location would be most useful, particularly to the elderly.   It was resolved to request permission from PCC to install a seat and discuss financial arrangements at the next meeting.
The Clerk to seek permission from PCC and investigate costs.
4.8 Petition(s) for A470.   Copies of correspondence item 5.5 from Kirsty Williams and other relevant information had been provided to Councillors.   It was resolved that:
· Cllr Narborough would be the first name on the petition so that he would be the contact.
· RTC and other participating organisations should sign in blocks.

· Other organisations to be canvassed for support.

· Persons living on the affected roads to be canvassed.
· The petition should cover both the extension to the 30mph zone at the Caravan Site and a request for flashing signs on the approach roads to the town.
· The Press be encouraged to publicise the petition.
· The wording of the petition be finalised at the February meeting.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

The Clerk to obtain contacts for local organisations in order to seek support for the petition.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, other than those mentioned above, those commented on were as follows:
5.4
PCC: Update on Old Mountain Road clearance.   Cllr. J. Jones reported that further stone had been washed down by the present bad weather.
The Clerk to inform Gerad Hughes of the re-occurrence.
5.5
Cadw:  Rhayader Castle application – WAG consent.   On the basis if this consent it was resolved to request Eli Jones to install the seats and picnic tables at the Castle ASAP but to comply with the conditions stipulated in the permission.   It was further resolved that as the maps are reportedly nearing completion, Eli be asked to install the notice board.
The Clerk to arrange installation with Eli.
Two further items of correspondence had been received since the agenda was prepared:
a)   PCC Health & Social Care consultative document.  Cllr Narborough undertook to review this item.

b)   PCC draft IDCG: Planning Obligations Strategy, January 2008.   It was resolved to defer this item until the February meeting.

6.
PLANNING

6.1 PR432702 – Listed Building Consent: Addition of solar water heating collectors, Cwmdauddwr Arms, West Street, Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.2 Weekly Lists 49, 50 & 51/2007.   Noted.
Two further planning applications been received since the agenda was prepared:

a)   Application to fell trees in the Elan Valley Conservation Area.   There were no objections to this application.

b)   P2008 0032 for Advertisement: Display of non illuminated fascia at British Red Cross Society, Central Building, West Street, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this application in principal but Councillors noted that the Welsh inscription was not shown on the proposed sign. They request that its inclusion be a condition of permission being granted.

The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s decisions. 

7.
FINANCE

7.1
£21.10 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies. - Agreed

7.2
£275 – Clerk’s invoice January. – Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Councillors had received comments that the exterior of the revamped Spa store had a very dark appearance.  It was resolved that this was a matter for Spa to deal with as a commercial enterprise, and not within RTC’s sphere of responsibility.
8. URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)

Cllr Humphreys had spoken with Martin at the Post Office to ascertain what, if anything, RTC could do to assist in their attempts to ensure its continuance.   He was inform that a whilst assessments are continuing, the best way that the public could help was to use it as much as possible, which would give emphasis to the case for it to be retained.   It was resolved to add the Post Office to the February agenda.
Cllr. Davies reported that in the gutter by the entrance to the Spa was prone to severe flooding when there was heavy rain.

The Clerk to ask James Bevan (PCC) to investigate the problem and have it rectified.
Cllr. Davies was also concerned about the appearance of the tree guards by the Leisure Centre.   It was resolve that Eli Jones be asked to consider carrying out remedial work, in consultation with Cllr. Davies, when he installs the notice board, (see 5.5 above).
Cllr. Price reported that PCC had expressed surprise that RTC had not made suggestions on street lighting reduction.   It was recalled that the Council had previously determined that cuts in lighting was something that should properly be decided by those people directly affected by them.   It had expected proposals from PCC which had not been forthcoming.

Cllr Price to attempt to get more information from PCC for the February meeting.
Cllr J. Jones was concerned that the residents of 1 Cae Pwll continued to park on the road where the vehicle obstructed the vision of other road users.   They had not complied with previous requests to park with more consideration and Cllr. Williams volunteered to talk with them in an attempt to persuade them to agree to cease the practice.
Cllr. Williams to talk with those concerned.
The Clerk said that four sets of records for VAT payments were currently kept: on the Council’s computer, on a back-up disc, a copy of each reclaim form complete with a computer print out and a hand written set in a ledger.   As this seemed excessive and therefore prone to errors, he sought approval to discontinue the use of the handwritten ledger.   It was resolved to adopt this procedure.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Town website funding request by Rhayader 2000 Ltd.
2. The Post Office.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th February 2008 at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday.

The meeting closed at 9.20p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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