22nd October 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2008 AT 7 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

C. Evans
	J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

	A. Lewis
M. Lloyd
E. Narborough
	L. Price.
M. Rowe
J. Stuart



	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Prior to the meeting Mr. Chris Bailey, Principal Planning Officer, PCC addressed the Council about the Rhayader Conservation Area which was define about 1991.   The Local Level Development Plan was adopted for Rhayader in 1999 and this is used by the planning department to “visually improve the Town via the planning process” .   Owner occupiers enjoy some permitted development rights under which they can, within reason, alter windows unless it is a listed building.  This right does not apply to flats.   Aerials & satellite dishes should not be mounted on street facing elevations without planning permission.   However with unlisted buildings, if windows, aerials and unauthorised work has been installed within the conservation area for over 4 years, PCC have no redress.   In the case of listed buildings however authorities can take action without any time limit being imposed.   He urged people to discuss their intentions with planning officers prior to implementation or application for planning consent in order to avoid confrontation and reach mutually acceptable solutions which would improve the appearance of buildings in Rhayader.  He also stated that if conditions are attached when planning permission is given, they must be met or ultimately, via the enforcement officer it could go to the Magistrates Court.
1. APOLOGIES: G. Williams, D.O. Evans.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 17th September 2008.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Community/Leisure Centre split:  It was resolved to request an update on this issue and other relevant proposals from Mr. Gareth Oldham, PCC Sports Development Manager.

The Clerk to contact PCC. 
Hafan Day Centre:   Cllr. Narborough reported that the Trustees had to date been unable to secure further funding and unless this situation changed they did not expect to be able to continue the Centre beyond the end of January 2009.   County Cllr. Curry pointed out that PCC funding had not been reduced and they were currently looking for ways in which the problem might be addressed.
It was resolved to invite  a representative of the Trustees to meet the Council at the November meeting.
The Clerk to issue the invitation.
Thru-glass Screen:   There continued to be operational problems including the public user interface.   Cllr. C. Evans was actively pursuing solutions.
4.3 Cwmdauddwr Pound Gate:   The Chairman reported that the gate was made but not yet hung.
5.1 Street Lighting reduction:   Cllr. Curry said that it was hoped that it at a meeting tomorrow (23rd October) it would be decided that no more lights would be switched of  and those lights which should be on for various reasons would be restored whilst a “sensible” plan was formulated.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Formulation of policy/procedure for dealing with funding applications.  The Council has three sources of revenue from which it is able to make grants: a) the Bryntitli Fund, b) the Recycling Account and 

c) s137.   Guidelines for distribution of the Bryntitli monies is contained in the agreement with the funder.   The Recycling Account carries no stipulations but RTC to date have used this mostly for funding request which they feel have a direct benefit to the local community.   Distribution of monies under s137 is subject to statuary regulations.   After considerable discussion it was resolved that the Finance Sub 
Committee, along with Councillor C. Evans & the Clerk, should draw up a policy/procedure for consideration by the full Council at the November meeting.
The Finance sub Committee, Cllr C. Evans & the Clerk to produce a draft document for consideration.

4.2 Consideration of deferred applications.   In the light of item 4.1 above it was resolved to consider this item at the November meeting.
4.3 A470 Petition.  All outstanding sheets were to hand but it was resolved to defer this until November.

4.4 Road Signs.   Cllr Lewis said that the signs fully addressed RTC’s comments, but the new position of the North Street sign was too close to a bush which would partially obscure it.
4.5 Street litter.   Cllr. Lewis had been approached by the street cleaner about the considerable amount of cigarette ends left close to certain pubs.   It would appear that some establishments took their obligations seriously and cleaned up after their customers, but others showed a complete disregard in tidying their area which regularly resulted in an unsightly mess.   It was resolved seek advice and/or assistance from environmental & licensing bodies and the local police.   Cllr. D. Jones was aware of the establishments in question and was willing to indicate these to anyone concerned.
The Clerk to contact the above for advice/assistance.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned below, were noted.

5.2  Radnor Guiding: Use of Grant.   Councillors were satisfied that the grant had been used as specified and resolved that the amount remaining could be used to buy small equipment as requested.
The Clerk to inform Radnor Guiding of RTC’s decision.
5.4  PCC (via DO Evans): Street Lighting.   This had been seen by all Councillors prior to the meeting.   Cllr. Curry believed that at the PCC meeting on 23rd October it would be decided to cease switching off more street lighting whilst a “sensible” plan was worked out.  Where street lighting needed to be restored on the grounds of safety, this would be done. 
5.8  PCC: Tidy Towns Initiative.   The letter sought input from RTC to improve the environmental quality of Rhayader & Cwmdauddwr.   Councillors suggested two schemes:

· provision of more wall mounted litter bins at various locations and cigarette end bins near pubs.

· Improvement of the Riverside Walk with particular emphasis on disables access. 

The Clerk to forward these suggestions to PCC.
5.17  Groe Trust: Courtesy letter re “rubbish” disposal.   Councillors had no objections.

The Clerk to inform the Groe Trust of RTC’s views.
5.19  Bobath: Appeal for support.   It was resolved to defer discussion until the November meeting.

5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.20  Elan Valley Trust: request for copy of planning applications affecting the Elan Estate.  Agreed.
Other correspondence received after the agenda was prepared were commented on as follows:
PCC:  Suggestion that the Town Clock is formally handed over to RTC.   Councillor’s initial reaction was that this was yet another case of PCC wishing to shed its obligations on to a local Council.  Mention was made in the letter that Knighton & Hay clock towers had been refurbished this year and that Rhayader’s 
clock received a similar was similarly refurbished in 2004.   Councillors did not recall such works.   It was also stated that the Rhayader Clock was also a War Memorial and it was thought that this was not so in Knighton & Hay.   It was decided to discuss this item at the November meeting and meanwhile contact Knighton & Hay to determine whether they had had a similar approach from PCC.
The Clerk to contact Knighton & Hay as above.
PCC:  Request that RTC discuss a letter from Selwyn James concerning the naming of the Cae James development.   It was resolved that despite their continued preference that the new development be known as Cae James, because the proposal apparently causes so much concern to Mr. James, RTC would withdraw the proposal.   As the Rhyd-hir Brook borders the site it was resolved to propose the development be called Nant Rhyd-hir.
The Clerk to ask that the site be named Nant Rhyd-hir.
Dyfed-Powys Police:  Seeking comment on priorities in their proposed Policy Plan 2009/12.   It was resolved that Cllr. Davies would reply on behalf of RTC.
Cllr. Davies to reply.
PCC:   Notification that Cllr. C. Evans had been elected on to Radnorshire Standards sub-Committee.   The Chairman congratulated Cllr. Evans on behalf of the Town Council.

Play Radnor seeking financial assistance.   This was submitted as a consequence of RTC’s letter in April.   It was resolved to consider this at the November meeting.
Several e-mails had been circulated, initiated by one from the CoT about the route for a bypass. 

Cllr. Curry had obtained a copy of trunk road forward programme plan from the Trunk Road Agency.   The Agency indicated that initially a transportation study would be undertaken possibly in 2010.  It was resolved to contact WAG to ascertain the exact situation with the A470 at present.

The Clerk to contact WAG.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2008 1436 Full: Demolition of existing garages& erection of two dwellings.   Blocking of existing access & creation of new vehicular access at land adjoining Fronllys, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.

6.2 P2008 1439 Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of corrugated sheeted garages at land adjoining Fronllys, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.

These two applications applied to the same location.  It was resolved to consider them at a site meeting at 5.00pm on Friday 24th October 2008.
6.3 PR3964/07 Full: Residential development 21 dwellings at Bryn Gwy.   Report & recommendations.
Councillors continued to have concerns about the potential hazard of the junction of the development with the A470.Cllr. Curry said that PCC was in contact with the Trunk Road Agency who intended to monitor traffic conditions at this point. 

7.
FINANCE
1.1 £130 – A. Thomas – tidying recycling area to end of September.   Agreed
1.2 £15.39 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
1.3 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – October.   Agreed.
1.4 £500 – PCC – Powys Extreme.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Humphreys had been approached by members of the public complaining that whilst PCC were cutting services such as street lighting, they continued to advertise for staff with high salaries.   He  had seen no mention in the media of discussions about staffing reduction and wondered if this had been seriously considered as a way to make spending reductions.   It was resolved to ask Mark Kerr COE of PCC for details of staffing levels at all grades over the last 5 years to see if a change in staffing had occurred alongside reductions in service delivery.

The Clerk to write to Mr. Kerr.  
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

· 1.
Formulation of policy/procedure for dealing with funding applications.
· 2.  Consideration of deferred applications.
· 3.  A470 Petition.
· 4.  The Town Clock.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 19th November 2008.

The meeting closed at  10.20p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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