22nd September 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies
B. Evans

C. Evans
	J. Humphreys
D. Jones
J. Jones
	A. Lewis
M. Lloyd

	L. Price


	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. E. Narborough, M. Rowe & J. Stuart. 
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 24th August 2009.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4 (27th July)Town Council mower:  The Clerk had spoken with Zurich Insurance to ascertain that the policy covers the proposed use of the mower.   It transpires that they consider that John Rees is a voluntary worker for the Council and therefore when using the mower, if he is in charge of it at all times, the mower remains under the Council’s control and therefore secure from a point of view of vulnerability to theft malicious damage miss-use and unsafe operation.
The above will apply at all sites where the Council agrees to the use of the mower with John in charge.
Because the various sites where it is used (including the Groe) are not Council owned there will be an extra charge of £60 + tax.   This should already have applied but since they were unaware this was happening and RTC did not realise this stipulation, it will apply henceforth. 
They suggested that they would need sight of the process we had in place to ensure the safe maintenance & operation of the machine.  When the Clerk explained that John was experienced in the use and care of such machinery including hedge cutters, chainsaws etc and Zurich indicated this was satisfactory.   This would seem to indicate that another similarly competent individual could carry out this function if needed.

It was resolved that when requested the excess charge should be paid. 
4.5(27th July)Advertising:   Cllr Humphries declared an interest & left the room.  Cllr. Curry had received an e-mail from James Bevan of PCC outlining the process employed for removal of illegal signage.   Councillors were not in favour of the wholesale removal of advertising but remained adamant that it should be immediately adjacent to the relevant business.   It was resolved that Cllr. Curry should request James Bevan to look at the North Street roundabout and its environs with a view to the removal of all inappropriate signage.
4.1 Crosfield House:   Crosfield House was discussed.   Cllr. Curry informed that a meeting was imminent.   It was reiterated that the Sub Committee should continue to deal with the issue on RTC’s behalf and Cllr. C. Evans should take a leading role in any future discussions etc.   It was resolved that RTC should reimburse her for all reasonable expenses incurred in this respect.
Proposed closure of Rhayader sorting office:  Despite the letter from Royal Mail (item5.5 on agenda),  information from Kirsty Williams & Dave Woods indicated that the closure is not now likely to proceed.
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr. D. Evans gave a résume of the events at which he had represented the Council since the last meeting.  He was particularly impressed with the new museum.   The Council was in agreement with this opinion and it was agreed that every opportunity should be taken to promote the facility.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Bridge lights.
Cllr Rowe had enquired about what was to happen with the lights under the bridge.   Cllr B. Evans reminded the Council that problems associated with installation and costs of refurbishment had brought the project to a halt in the past.  It was resolved that Cllr B. Evans should obtain two quotations for the provision of a sodium light and two high power spots in advance of the item being discussed at the October meeting.

Cllr. B. Evans to obtain 2 quotations as above. 
4.2  Consideration of applications received for funding.
Five applications for funding had been received: items 5.18 to 5.22 on the agenda.
Rhayader YMCA: Application form for funding (item 5.18).   Cllrs. A. Lewis & K. Curry declared interests and left the room.  The application referred to carpeting & redecoration of two conference rooms, proceeds from the letting of which helps to subsidise community use of the facilities at Dolgerddon.   £2,000 was requested against the total project cost of £2,600.   It was resolved that £2,000 be granted from the Bryntitli Account and that the applicant be informed that RTC would prefer that the money be used towards materials rather than labour costs.

The Clerk to arrangement payment as above. 
RENEW: Application form for funding (item 5.19).   Cllr. K. Curry declared an interest and left the room.  The application referred to funding for public liability insurance for a period of 6 months.   The full cost of £200 was requested.   Councillors considered this usage constituted day to day running costs which, as the applicant had been advised, were not eligible for grants.   It was noted that applications for insurance cost had been refused in the past.   It was resolved that the application be refused.   The applicant should be advised that that PAVO may perhaps consider such an application.   
The Clerk to advise RENEW as above.
Powys Carers Service: Application form for funding (item 5.20).   The application referred to funding to support an awareness raising event in Rhayader.   The full cost of £235 or any contribution was requested. It was resolved to contribute £50 from the Recycling Account.
The Clerk to arrangement payment as above.
Bobath: Application for funding (item 5.21).   Councillors recognised this applicant as a national organisation which provides benefit to this area and to which RTC had previously given support.   It was again resolved to contribute £50 from the Recycling Account.

The Clerk to arrangement payment as above. 
Wales Air Ambulance: Application for funding (item 5.22).   Councillors recognised this applicant as a national organisation which provides benefit to this area and to which RTC had previously given support.   It was resolved to contribute £100 from the Recycling Account. 
The Clerk to arrangement payment as above.
4.3  Elan Valley concerns.
Cllr. Lloyd was concerned that the letter sent to Peter Jennings by RTC in July had not resulted in any action nor been given the courtesy of a reply.   Trees continued to grow out of the stone wall supporting the road and he feared for the damage the expanding roots would cause if allowed to grow unchecked.  It was resolved to write to a higher ranking person in United Utilities to express the misgivings of RTC.   It was agreed that Cllr. Lloyd would approach Noel Hughes to determine the correct person to contact.
Cllr Lloyd to obtain contact details from Noel & the Clerk to write voicing RTC’s concerns.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon above & below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda and others received after it was prepared were noted.
5.4  Rhayader day Care Centre: Request for precept payment.  Agreed.

The Clerk to arrangement payment.
5.24  Mrs. Collins (in Australia): Requesting information about Bethel & Tabernacle Chapels.   It was resolved to forward copies of the letter to Mike Bennet & John Les Davies to request that they reply direct or send any information to the Clerk.   The Clerk to inform Mrs. Collins of RTC’s intentions.
The Clerk to write as above.
An e-mail from Dorienne Robinson informed that the Transition Town group were also looking into an alternative scheme to provide of allotments and wondered if RTC would like to join forces.   Cllr. Price agreed to discuss the matter with Dorienne and also to investigate the availability of an area of land belonging to PCC which is currently not being used.
Cllr. Price to contact Dorienne & PCC as above.

In addition to the letters (items 5.2 & 5.3) expressing interest in renting an allotment, verbal requests had been received from Rees Thomas & Roger Davies.   The Clerk to acquaint the Horticultural Society of the 4 requests and to inform the correspondents that RTC will explore all available avenues to secure suitable plots.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 Tree 2009-2004.  Cllrs. K. Curry & D. Evans declared interests and left the room.  Not all Councillors present had seen the application but it was noted that a new tree would be planted after felling the existing tree.   It was resolved that Councillors wishing to view the tree would do so and pass comments to the Clerk if appropriate.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £275 – Clerks invoice – September.  Agreed

£56.93 – Flags & Flagpoles - 4th flag which was not invoiced because they sent only 3 originally.  Agreed
£500 Hafan Precept payment.  Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

100kgs of daffodil bulbs ordered from Really Welsh Bulbs in May had been delivered.   It was resolved that the bulbs would be planted in 4 locations: Beckoning Lady to Llanfadog by Cllr Davies, beside the Llangurig Road by Cllr D. Evans, in Cwmdauddwr by Cllrs. Price & J. Jones& by the Cefnceido pitch by Cllr. Lewis.
Considerable concern was expressed about the future of the TIC at the Elan Valley Visitors Centre following reports of a large proportion of the employees being laid off.   It was resolved to write to United Utilities to ascertain what is to happen to the TIC facility and to PCC to protest that the TIC appears to be  under threat.
Cllr. Curry suggested that it would be advantageous to have 2 representative from RTC at the forthcoming meeting between R2K & J Gareth Thomas of PPC.   This was agreed by all members.
The Clerk to request Pam Knight that a group of Councillors are invited. 
8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)
Cllr. Davies believed that the junction by the bridge to the Elan Village poses a serious road safety hazard because the road  is inadequately marked and the junction is used by many visitors who are unaware of the historic priority system.   It was resolved that James Bevan be asked to meet Cllrs. Davies & J. Jones.

The Clerk to contact James Bevan. 

Cllr. Curry gave an update on the Leisure Centre/Day Care Centre proposals.  He understood that the Hafan Trustees were concerned that the Day Care facility would come to an end if moved to the Leisure Centre.   The money which had been available for “reablement” could not be used for upgrading the Leisure Centre unless such a function was incorporated.  One proposed meeting had already been cancelled but another is due to take place on Thursday 24th September. 
Councillors were aware that for various events at Knighton, PCC erect signs and parking charges are waived.   It was felt that similar arrangements should also apply for Rhayader events.   The matter to be taken up with PCC. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Bridge lights
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday  20th October 2009.

The meeting closed at  9.10p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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