 22nd August 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22ND AUGUST 2007 AT 8.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	C.R. Davies

E. Narborough

D. Jones
	J. Jones

M. Lloyd
J. Rowe
	M. Rowe

L. Price

G. Williams.


1.
APOLOGIES: Cllr. A. Lewis, County Cllr. R. Tyler.
The Chairman congratulated Cllr D. Evans on his Civic Service as Chairman of PCC which he recently held in Rhayader.   The event brought dignitaries from both inside and outside of Powys to the town and also served as a good advertisement for Rhayader.   Cllr. Humphreys also wished to thank Pete & Angie Turner of Creation Gardens for judging the Best Kept Garden 2007.

The Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Pete & Angie. 
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 11th July 2007.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that they be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Price and carried unanimously.
Notes of the planning meeting on 1st August 2007 were also considered.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed that they be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. D. Jones and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.2.  Tourism Grant etc.   Cllr. Davies reported that he had ensured that all the finger post were now pointing in the correct directions.   He was however concerned that the locking mechanism was not secure enough to ensure that they remained in place.   Cllr. Humphreys reported that a delivery lorry had broken one pointer by the Smithfield.   The driver had reported this to Walton’s shop, and they had promised to find out his contact details.   To date this had not happened.   Cllr. Davies agreed to obtain a quote for a replacement arm.
Cllr. Davies to obtain a quote and the Clerk to find the driver’s contact details and seek compensation from the firm.
Cllr. Davies reported that CARAD had secured posters to street furniture with “Gaffa” tape and when they were removed the paintwork had been damaged.   He had raised the matter with CARAD who had undertaken not to tape notices to street furniture in the future.   It was resolved to request Karl Sylvester to repaint the damaged furniture and to present the invoice to Carad.
Cllr. Davies to arrange for the work to be done and to present the invoice to CARAD.
8.  Urgent business: parking in Llawrllan.   Two replies from PCC to RTC’s letters of 20th July had been received.   Item 5.1, from Gwyneth Mills of Highways, suggested that the only recourse was to double yellow lines, even though this would merely move the problem elsewhere.   The writer invited RTC, as representative of the residents, to make proposals regarding the provision of restrictions on the estate.
Item 5.2, from Julie Evans of Housing, said that she had written to residents twice in the last 12 months appealing for more consideration when parking.   She also said that PCC are currently investigating ways of alleviating parking problems on all their estates.
Cllr. D. Jones reported that several of the (PCC owned) garages are in an unusable condition, which has compounded the problem.   However, he also said that in general, large vans, trailers and sometimes 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).
caravans rather than cars were the real problem.   He understood that some residents would be in favour of parking in their front gardens if this was permitted and the kerb was dropped where appropriate.   He requested that RTC ask Housing to repair the garages to help reduce the number of vehicles needing parking space and enquire of PCC’s attitude to off road parking along with their willingness to provide dropped kerbs.   He also suggested that Julie Evans be invited to view the problem any weekday after 6p.m.   It was resolved to do so.
The Clerk to write to PCC as above.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1 Tourism Grant etc.   The Chairman thanked Cllr. Williams for organising the clearance of vegetation on the Riverside walk.   He also thanked all Councillors who had given their time and effort to the work, which had improved the area considerably.
Cllr. C. Evans reported that she and Cllrs. M. Rowe and Lewis had met with RCoT and R2K to discuss a united approach to Tourism literature.   Various leaflets, produced by Inprint of Llandrindod Wells, were discussed.   It was said that the same map produced for the leaflets could be supplied on a stable backing material at a size to suit he notice board, for a cost of approx £40 each.   It had been suggested that the second map should show the location of attractions no more than an hour away from Rhayader to encourage tourist to use the town as a base.   It was further suggested that the third side of the board could display a list of attractions/services etc.   To be included on the list, advertisers should pay, in the region of £40.   Cllr C. Evans thought that RTC may be asked to contribute £1,000 towards the costs in addition to the costs of the notice board maps.
Cllr. Davies reminded Councillors that nothing had been decided about  the broken notice board opposite the Leisure Centre.   He believed that if it could not be mended it should be removed or replaced.   It was suggested that at the price indicated by Inprint it would a map could be displayed on it, but it was suggested that in the car park would be a more useful position to people especially when the new board is in situ just down the road.
Cllr. M. Lloyd reported that an inspector from CADW had stopped Ellie Jones from working with the threat of criminal proceedings if he did not comply.   Apparently someone had sent photographs taken the previous day when Ellie was scraping 3 or 4 inches off the grass in order to lay concrete bases for the benches and picnic tables.   He also declared that no further work on the castle or in the moat should take place until permission is received from CADW.   Subsequently the Clerk had received application forms to fill in to seek permission at the moat and on the Castle site, but when talking with CADW, it transpires that a location plan should have accompanied them.   This is now being awaited so that the applications can be submitted.

Cllr. M. Lloyd said that discussions are in hand with CADW about the old corner shop on South Street.

4.2
Thru Glass Screen.   Cllr C. Evans explain that she had been unable to progress this item as she was awaiting a response from PCC.   Dependant on their reply, the specification of what is required may change.
4.3
Town map.   This item had been dealt with under 4.1 above.

4.4 Crossfield House.  Cllr. D Jones said that it was generally understood that a new building was going to be up and running by 2007, but to date nothing had happened.   He said that since asking for this item to be added to the agenda, Cllr. D. Evans had also taken the issue on board.   Cllr. D. Evans said that he had been in touch with the Royal British Legion in London and was again assured that it is their intention to rebuild in Rhayader but at present progress is being held up whilst a decision is reached about  
4.
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a tree.   Councillors questioned why the present building had not been extended.   A feasibility study had rejected this approach.   Cllr. C. Evans understood that plans had not yet been drawn up, despite the present building not being suitable for purpose.   Councillors expressed concern that in the event, despite protestations to the contrary, the home may go elsewhere.   Cllr. Lloyd suggested that RTC should enquire if there is some way  in which it can help.   It was resolved that Janet Tindale (Cllr. D. Evans’s contact) be offered RTC’s support.
The Clerk to write to Janet Tindale as indicated above.
4.5
Kid’s Club.  Cllr. Price had been approached by the leader of the Kid’s Club to represent RTC on the Club’s committee.   Cllr. D. Evans proposed that the Council ratify the appointment.   This was seconded by Cllr. Davies and carried unanimously.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on (other than items mentioned above) were as follows:

5.3  PCC: Highways Signing Proposals.   Cllr. B. Evans said that with the exception of the request by RTC to indicate the Lakes and to indicate the position of the Clock to warn road users of the possible problem, all other suggestions had been accommodated.   Cllr. D. Evans believed that the Lakes must be  included on the new signage.   Cllr. C. Evans proposed that PCC be informed that the RTC consider that it is essential that the Elan Valley Dams and Lakes be included and a copy sent to County Cllr. Tyler with a request for his support on the issue.    This was seconded by Cllr. D. Evans and agreed unanimously.

Cllr. B. Evans agreed to contact PCC with RTC’s views.
 Cllr. Price reported that the promised house numbering clarification signs had at last been installed at Bryn Heulog.   It was also noted that the sign had been replaced at Bryntyrion Lane as requested by RTC.

5.6  RAD Forum: Minutes, lighting, A470 & rubbish issues.   Cllr. B. Evans said that although the information was purported to be from the RAD Forum, as a member he considered it to be from the “Soirée” rather than the Forum.   It was remarked that RTC is the elected representative body for Rhayader, but this organisation appeared to be unilaterally assuming the role of spokes person for the community.   Cllr Humphries said that RAD was not involving the community at large and acting as a “closed shop”.   He did not believe that it was representative of the community’s majority views nor authorised to act on its behalf.   Cllr. C. Evans said that despite being requested by RTC to do so RAD had not involved RTC in the final draft of their Action Plan.   She would be interested to learn what progress had been made with the Plan’s aims to date.  Cllr. Narborough suggested that RAD be invited to address the Council.   Cllr. C. Evans proposed that the RAD Secretary, Carolyn Flynn, be invited to the next meeting of the Council to explain how RAD and the Soirée organisation(s) perceived their roles in relation to RTC.   This was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to extend the invitation to Ms. Flynn.
5.15  PCC: Polling Station review.   Cllr D. Evans believed that the present arrangements for voting were satisfactory, but the counting should take place in the community the same evening.   This view was unanimously supported by Councillors and it was resolved to inform PCC of this view.
The Clerk to make PCC aware of the wishes of RTC.
5.16  Marie Curie Cancer Care: Appeal for funding.   It was generally agreed that this was an extremely deserving cause, but in line with the Councils recent resolution to consider applications for Funding nearer 
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the end of the financial year, it was resolved to explain the situation to the applicant and suggest they reapply in February 2008.
The Clerk to inform the applicant of the Council’s decision.
Three further items of correspondence which had  been received since the agenda had been drawn up were considered.
Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre – request that RTC assist in the provision of disabled access to the Council Chamber.   It was resolved to defer this item until the September meeting.
PAVO – invitation to “Working together for your community” meeting.   Noted.

WAG – Consultation document – “A shared Community”.   It was resolved to pass the document to each Councillor in turn starting, with Cllr. Williams, for comment at the next meeting.   
Councillors to comment on the document at the next meeting where appropriate.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.
6.1 PR244401 – Full: Erection of an extension to existing dwelling, Mafeking, Triangle, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.

Cllr. B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. D. Jones proposed that a site meeting be held to discuss this application.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Rowe and agreed unanimously.   The meeting was arranged for 6.30p.m. on Thursday 23rd August.  The Clerk apologised for his inability to attend.
6.2 PR613201- Full: Erection of a pair of semi-detached houses (retrospective), Nos. 1 &2, Water Lane, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted
6.3 PR647801 – Full: Erection of garage/garden stores, The Slan, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted

6.4 PR656100 – Full: Erection of a two storey extension & internal alterations, Dolvola, Castle Road, Church Street, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted

6.5 PR659100 – Full: Alterations and extensions to form enlarged kitchen and garden room with first floor dormer to form enlarged bathroom, Llwyn Leloc, Y Maes, Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. - Noted

The following two applications which had been received since the agenda was prepared were considered:
PR246904 – Outline: Erection of a single storey dwelling, Neuadd Wen, Caeherbert Lane, Rhayader.  This application was for a “reinstatement” of a previously approved application.   Cllr. Davies proposed the application be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and agreed unanimously.

PR77904 – Full: Change of use of guest restaurant to a public restaurant and upgrade single toilet to a disabled access cubicle, The Horseshoe, Church Street, Rhayader.   Cllr. J. Rowe proposed the application 

be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £5.99 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed

7.2 £25.85 – R.P. Wilson – electrical repair.   Agreed.

7.3 £275 – Clerk’s invoice –August.   Agreed.

A further invoice had been received since the agenda was prepared:

£1,393.55 – One Stop Promotions Ltd. – flagpoles.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Lloyd suggested that the town benches would benefit from a coat with the preservative already in the Council’s possession.    Cllr. B. Evans volunteered to request a quote from Karl Sylvester to do the job.   Cllr. Humphreys proposed that this be done.   Cllr. Lloyd seconded the proposal and it was carried unanimously.

Cllr. B. Evans to seek a quote from Karl Sylvester and subject to RTC’s agreed limit authorise the work.
Cllr. D. Jones asked that letters be sent to both PCC and the Rangers requesting that the Elan Valley Trail be cleared of encroaching undergrowth and ragwort.   It was resolve to do so.
The Clerk to write to PCC Cycle Officer and the Elan Valley Rangers as above.
Cllr. B. Evans reported that there had been several incidents of spillage from the sewer under the Groe.   He asked that a letter be sent to PCC and copied to Welsh Water on by the Council on behalf of the Groe Trust requesting urgent action to prevent this in the future.   It was resolved to do so.

The Clerk to write to PCC and Welsh Water as above.
Cllr. Price reported that a dance had been arranged for September and she expected there to be one a month for the remainder of the year.
Cllr. Price also expressed concern about the speed limit by the Caravan  Site.   She believed for public safety it should be reduced to 30mph.   Cllr D. Jones suggested that the 30 mph limit be extended to where the 40 mph limit now starts and the 40 mph limit extended accordingly.   It was resolved to request PCC to extend the 30mph limit.
The Clerk to write to PCC.
Concern was expressed about damage to the Pavilion and the increase in vandalism in the Parc.   It was resolved to write to PCC and to the Parc Trust to determine what measures are being taken

The Clerk to write to PCC and the Parc Trust. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

Other than items mentioned above, no other items were proposed  for the next meeting.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 19th September 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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