22nd June 2010


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 22ND JUNE 2010 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	L. Price
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	J. Humphreys
D. Jones
	J. Jones
M. Lloyd
	J. Stuart
G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. E. Narborough, M. Rowe, A. Lewis, C. Davies.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 18th May 2010.  It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Cllr. Lloyd reported that fixing the notice board on the wall of the Castle was in hand.

4.1 Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park.
Pictures of the proposal notice and an impression of the appearance when it is in-situ had been provided by R2K.   Councillors agreed that it will greatly improve the area, but noted that other remedial work will be required to complete the visual impact.   Cllr. C. Evans was supportive of the design in general terms, but thought more information should be included.   Cllr Curry said that it was intended to add the advice that readers should look out for establishments exhibiting the Wild Life Tourism logo.  Proprietors of these places had received instruction on Wild life Tourism.   It was resolved that Cllr. C. Evans would 
e-mail her suggestions to R2K (copied to Cllr. Curry).

Cllr. C. Evans to contact R2K as above. 
4.2  Lorries turning at the Clock.
In addition to item 5.2 on the agenda, letters had been received in which Roger Williams MP & Kirsty Williams AM had each undertaken to support RTC in their efforts to alleviate the problem.   Gwyneth Mills of PCC reiterated her previous comments, made in 2008, that WAG would not authorise hazard signage and recommended provision of an alternative route (via Dark Lane) or relocation of the Clock.   Councillors found both these suggestions to be unacceptable, the latter being totally inappropriate.   They continue to believe that provision of suitable signage is the simplest and most cost effective solution.  It was resolved to pass copies of the PCC letter to Roger Williams & Kirsty Williams and invite them to visit the junction with members of the Council.
The Clerk to write as above.
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cllr. Price had no announcements to make.
3b: 
REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS
There were no reports from Council Representatives.
The Chairman informed Councillors that at the meeting of the Finance & Assets S/C last week it was suggested that an item be inserted in the Agenda to the future: “3c DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST” whereby at this point, Councillors, having already read the agenda, could declare any interest which they may have concerning any item on the agenda and then leave the room at the appropriate time.   This was agreed unanimously.   Cllr. Curry & Cllr. D. Evans declared interests in items 6.1 & 6.2 planning.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1 Rhayader Cemetery.

Cllr. Lloyd reported that the paths in the cemetery were breaking up and the burial area was looking tatty.  
He suggested that a “Walk round” be held in conjunction with PCC.   It was resolved that initially Cllr Lloyd should provide a list of items requiring attention so that the Clerk could write to Mr. S. Clinton of PCC.

The Clerk to write to PCC to inform them about items on Cllr. Lloyd’s list.
It was resolved to do a “Walk round” of the town immediately prior to the July meeting.   Councillors should meet at 6p.m. at the car park Dark Lane, split into two groups and meet at the Old School. 
4.2 Play Area in Waun Capel Parc.
Details of the Community Enablement Support Fund had been sent to the Vicar who would put it to the Parc Trust.   The Clerk had been informed by Chris Tully that under the new lease agreement, it would be PCC’s responsibility to maintain any play equipment installed in the Parc.   It was decided that discussion of what support RTC could offer the trust should be deferred until they were informed of the Trust’s thoughts on the matter.

Cllr. Williams to inform the trust of RTC’s standpoint and report back with their views.
Cllr. J. Jones was concerned that the drainage in the Parc was defective and it was becoming a “bog”.   Cllr. Williams said that the matter was in hand, PCC were awaiting use of a “mole” camera to examine the drainage pipes.

4.3  Finance & Assets Management Sub Committee recommendations.
Cllr. B. Evans reported on the meeting held on 15th June 2010:
Investment of Multifunctional Hall  and Reserve & Maintenance Funds.
Many investment schemes & Building Society accounts would not accept Council funds.   It had been decided that Cllr. Narborough would approach Roger Watson and Cllr. B. Evans would seek out an independent financial advisor.    Cllr. Evans had done so and after investigation the advice was that for the time being the best plan would be to leave the money with the Swansea Building Society.   The advisor made no charge for this advice.
Is the Financial Risk Assessment adequate ?
The Risk Assessment (R/A) should be reviewed at least annually.  It was resolved to do so each year in the future in January when the Precept is set.   With the exception of two points the S/c found the R/A to remain adequate.   The following alterations were recommended:

The item “Cllrs Allowances” should be split to reflect that Councillors did not receive an allowance, but were able to claim reimbursement for reasonable expenses incurred whilst on Council business.   The first line should be entitled Mayor’s Allowance & the second Cllrs expenses.  The risks identified & their management should remain unaltered.

Under item “Reserves General” the Management of risk should be changed from 3 to 5Year Plan.
Preparation of a Risk Assessment & Maintenance Schedule of all of the Town Council’s assets.
The Clerk had spoken with OVW and investigated on the internet about how other Councils fulfilled their R/A obligations. It became apparent that a simplified, generic approach featuring regular inspection, adequate maintenance and backed by sufficient Public Liability Insurance was the preferred manageable approach.  It was resolved that Cllr. B. Evans & the Clerk would jointly take this forward to document the location, prepare suitable risk assessments, maintenance schedules & inspection schedules.
Cllr. Evans had marked up a map and provided a key to pin-point the location of each asset.
Cllrs. Evans & J. Jones will sift through documents in stored in the Council chamber.
4 AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Registration of Land belonging to the Council.
It was decided that the Clerk should initiate registration of all the Council’s land with Land Registry by enquiring if it was permitted to register all the assets as a “package” or whether they must be done as individual applications.
Councillors resolved to adopt the recommendations of the Sub Committee.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon above & below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda were noted.

5.1 RBL: Crosfield House Update – May 2010.  Councillors were pleased to hear confirmation that the Home would continue to provide residential care by the unidentified purchaser.  When approached by the BBC, Cllr Price had said that Cllr. C. Evans should be thanked for the huge effort she had made helping achieve this result.
 5.3  PCC: Tourism leaflets.  RHS reassured that they would continue to assist with Tourism leaflets.   It was resolved to write to PCC Tourism Department to seek assurance that calls to the published number would continue to be diverted to Builth Wells TIC.

The Clerk to write as above.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. C. Evans declared an interest & left the room with Cllrs. D. Evans & K. Curry (see 3c above).
6.1  P2010 0524 Reserved Matters: Erection of 18 residential dwellings and associated works at Phase 11 (Plots 18-35) Nant Rhyd-hir adjacent to Cae James, Rhayader, Powys. There were no objections to this proposal.
6.2 P2010 0543 Full: Demolition of old canteen and erection of new community nursery and YFC room at The Old Canteen, Bryntirion School, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this proposal.
The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions.
6.3 Planning Registers 18, 19 & 20 -2010.   Noted.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £45 – George Mc Manus – heather garden maintenance.   Agreed
1.2 £25.65 – Office Solutions (Wales) – Office Supplies.   Agreed
1.3 £300 – Clerk’s invoice – June.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Williams proposed that the Council should send a letter of congratulations on being awarded an MBE to Nurse Dorothy Davies.    This was agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to write as above.
Cllr. D. Jones expressed grave concerns about the practice of parking close to the junction of Cae Melin and Station Road.   Councillors agreed that this was a real hazard to passing vehicles particularly since it was so near to the blind corner by the Bridge.  It was resolved to ask PCC to extend the double yellow lines for a further 2 to 3 car lengths into Cae Melin.

The Clerk to write as above.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)
Cllr. D. Jones was also concerned about the on-going parking problem in Llawrllan.  Despite efforts by PCC Housing Department, inappropriate sized vehicles were still being parked on the road and presenting potential access problems for emergency vehicles and preventing children playing on the grass.   It was resolved to contact PCC again.

The Clerk to write to PCC. 
Cllr. Stuart was concerned that the Spar lorries were parking in front of Carol’s, right up to the corner with South Street, causing vehicles from West Street to have to go out to the middle of the junction before they can see up South Street and restricting exit from East Street into West Street.    He was also concerned that 
delivery vans to the Chemist parked on the pavement in front of the shop blocking it for pedestrians and restricting road width for passing traffic.   It was resolved that Spar and Rowlands Chemist both be requested to discontinue the practice.
The Clerk to write as above.
Cllr. Price had received complaints about “boy racers” by Bryn Heulog.   Councillors resolved to ask PCC to investigate with a view to providing appropriate traffic calming to prevent the problem.
The Clerk to write as above.
The Clerk had asked Edgar Price, Citizen of the Year, if he would choose the Best Garden 2010.   Edgar said he was sorry to decline but he did not feel comfortable or qualified to do so.   It was resolved that Cllr. Price would ask last year’s winner to join herself and Cllr. Curry in judging this year.

The Clerk received sanction to purchase a similar trophy from Welsh Royal Crystal as last year.
The Clerk to purchase a trophy in time for presentation on Carnival Day.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Comments from “Walk round”.

2. Play area in Waun Capel Parc.

3. Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 27th July 2010.

The meeting closed at 8.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor L. Price
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