21st November 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	D. Jones
J. Jones

M. Lloyd
	A. Lewis
M. Rowe

G. Williams.
	


Prior to the meeting, the Council discussed local policing matters with CPC Emma Davies, who offered apologies from Inspector Stuart Eckley, who was unable to attend due to work commitments.    The Inspector wished to meet with Councillors in the near future.   It was resolved to arrange a meeting soon after Xmas.
Emma confidently provided answers to all points raised by Councillors as follows:
· The main target for a CPC is antisocial behaviour.

· They can make arrests but it is preferred that they call for back up if possible.

· She will make enquiries about why a witness to a recent fight in Rhayader was instructed to move on when he tried to volunteer evidence.

· Parking on restricted areas is being targeted by the Force.
· Good back up service is now in place.

· Underage drinking is being targeted in co-operation with retailers and by confiscation of alcohol.

· Failure of the bid by the YMCA to obtain funding to enable them to provide more facilities has not helped the problem. 
1. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs. E. Narborough, C.R. Davies, J. Rowe, L. Price, County Cllr. R. Tyler, 
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 24th October 2007.   Cllr. C. Evans stated when referring to yellow lines being addressed by the Action Plan she had been thinking aloud, not making a statement and requested the remark be deleted.   It was resolved to do so.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed that with this alteration, the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. C. Evans and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Rhayader School date stone:   The Clerk reported that he had approached Ben Lloyd & Son for a quotation and Jimmy Lloyd wished to donate the plaque free of charge.   Jimmy had also offered to add a picture of the School on the plaque if one could be provided as a guide.   Councillors were very appreciative of this generous offer.

5.1  The Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency:  Supportive responses had been received from Kirsty Williams and Richard Tyler since the Agenda had been prepared.   Nick Bourne had met with Cllr. Humphreys by the Campsite and also expressed his full support to RTC’s efforts to improve road safety measures.
8. Urgent business:   The new PCC Highways Inspector, James Bevan had been supplied with contact details of Cllrs. Lloyd & D. Jones in an effort to arrange a look at the items requiring attention, but to date had not made contact with them.

Cllr. Lloyd to attempt to arrange a meeting with James Bevan. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (C0NT.)

In view of the letter received from the Rhayader YMCA, it had seemed inappropriate to send a letter of support until the Council had had debated the letter.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1
Tourism Grant update.  CADW had not yet decided on RTC’s application to install seats and tables on the Castle site.   It was resolved that if permission was not forthcoming before the end of the year, the items would be (temporarily) place elsewhere.
Cllr. C. Evans had enquired if Hazel Bowen (PCC) expected there to be an under spend of funding in the scheme.   It had been indicated that there might be but fresh applications would have to be made for RTC to secure an increase.
4.2 Thru Glass Screen.   Cllr. C. Evans believed that her enquiries were almost complete and indicated that the item could soon be ordered.   It was resolved to ask Cllr. Narborough to determine that the location in the Arches is still available.
The Clerk to order the equipment when instructed by Cllr. Evans & Cllr. Narborough to contact RDCC.
4.3
Maps for Notice Board.   Cllr. C. Evans collected comments from Councillors to send to Pam Knight for incorporating in the Maps and Town Guide.    She wanted to supply details to the printers as a matter of urgency.

Cllr. C. Evans to take appropriate action to secure the maps at the earliest possible date.
4.3 Comments on circulated documents.   The documents are still being circulated.
4.5
Condition of roads.   Cllr. Lloyd was concerned about the condition of the portion of the bye-way which serves as access to Llawr Dderw, since it was in a very poor state.   Cllr. J. Jones expressed concern at the amount of stone which had fallen on to the Old Mountain  Road by Glanllyn.
The Clerk to inform PCC of these problems and ask for suitable action to be taken.
4.6
Maintenance of Council owned property.   Cllr. Lloyd suggested that henceforth, in October each year, the wooden Troughs be emptied and put into storage.   As this date was now passed he suggested that this be done as soon as possible.   It was resolved to adopt these suggestions and as in the past, store them at the Old School.

Cllr. Lloyd to arrange for the troughs to be emptied and stored.  
Cllr. Lloyd was also concerned that the new seats were already not weathering well.   It was resolved that the Clerk would contact the supplier after he had determined the nature of problem.

The Clerk to inspect the seats and contact the supplier.
Cllr. Lloyd was also concerned about the condition of “Leila’s” seat.
Cllr. D Jones reported the broken bins had been repaired by the blacksmith, Brian Wilson, free of charge.

5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:

5.2  PCC:  The Clock, Rhayader:   Cllr. Humphreys said that in the past the Council had agreed with a suggestion by PCC to move the Clock, but in the event PCC could not afford the cost.    He was therefore surprised that they had again suggested this as a viable option to the problem.   It was also remarked that 
PCC had previously stated that the alternative route was not acceptable.   Councillors remained of the

5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
opinion that to remove one parking space in front of the Strand would be a far simpler solution which 
would enable lorries to make the turn by using that side of the road.   Because PCC had explained that directional signs could not be used to “warn of potential restraints” Councillors also resolved to request that appropriate additional signs be erected to warn of the problem.   It was noted that despite RTC’s request for more adequate measures to be provided to protect the Clock from lorries mounting the bells, the issue was skirted around by PCC referring to the chain fence rather than the structure.
The Clerk to convey the above observations to PCC.
5.5  PCC:  Powys Unitary Development Plan - for consultation.  This document had been received on a disc and Cllr C. Evans had reviewed it before the meeting.   She said that the only relevant item was that a 

small part of the Bryngwy Estate had been removed from the scheme.   Councillors found this acceptable.
5.12  Royal British Legion:  Crossfield House update.   It was felt that some aspects of the letter needed further clarification.   It was resolve to seek a private meeting with the writer and RTC representatives, at a time and location to suit RBL, to discuss the matter further.
The Clerk to seek such a meeting.
The Chairman had received information that the plaque presented by Mr. G.H. Davies MBE of Aberystwyth was now installed at Nantgwylt.   Councillors were pleased to receive the information.
5.18   Rhayader YMCA:  Appeal for funding.   Cllr. Lewis declared an interest as RTC’s representative and took no part in discussions.   As discussed in the previous months meeting, Councillors very supportive of the were YMCA and wished to give what assistance they were able.   The appeal had asked  specifically for a grant from the Bryntitli Fund, but Councillors were not entirely happy with donating such a large amount from the Fund to a single applicant since this would greatly reduce the amount available for distribution between other organisations in the Town.   The appeal was not accompanied by a financial statement nor detailed estimates of the costs involved.    It was considered that subject to a satisfactory breakdown of costs a sum should be allocated from the Recycling Account, and the applicant advised to apply to the Bryntitli Fund in the normal manner, which would require a financial statement.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that £500 be allocated from Recycling, to be paid when the Council  received a satisfactory breakdown of costs.   This was seconded by Cllr. C. Evans and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to inform the YMCA of RTC’s decision, request a breakdown of costs & send application form.
5.19  Rhayader 2000 Ltd:  Town Guide - appeal for funding.   Cllr D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   It was agreed that the proposals for the Guide and the maps now met RTC’s requirements and the Council had been closely involved throughout the process.   Cllr. Humphreys remarked whatever decision was reached on the funding request it would be seen to indicate RTC’s level of interest in the matter.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed that, subject to the shortfall indeed being £1000, the full amount should be made available from the Recycling Account.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams.   Cllr. B. Evans propose that £750 be allocated.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones.   On a show of hands the original proposal was carried.
The Clerk to inform Rhayader 2000 Ltd. that RTC would pay up to a maximum of £1000 of any shortfall.
5.20  Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales:  Appeal for funding.   It was noted that a donations had been mad to this cause in the past.   Cllr. Lewis proposed that a donation of £50 be made.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones  and carried unanimously.   Cllr. C. Evans wondered if such donations to national charities should be made from the S137.   Cllr. Humphreys said that children from this area had benefited from this service.   In the event it was resolved to make the donation from the Recycling Fund.
The Clerk to arrange for the payment to be made as above.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.21  CAB:  Appeal for funding.   This was an appeal for funding towards the running costs and traditionally RTC does not fund running costs of organisations so it was resolved that such a grant should not be made..   Although notification of the closure of Llandrindod Wells Advice Centre was given at the last meeting, Councillors were now informed that appointments could be made at the Rhayader Surgery.   Accordingly, Cllr. C. Evans proposed that a donation of £50 should be from the Recycling Fund.   This was seconded by Cllr. Lewis and agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to arrange for the payment to be made as above.
5.24  2008 National Eisteddfod:  Appeal for funding.   It was considered that this did not have local relevance and therefore did not qualify for RTC funding.  
On the day of the meeting a letter had been received from Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr Junior Football Club raising RTC’s awareness to the lack of suitable venue for training sessions in winter.   They requested that RTC finance the provision of an all weather surface with lighting.   Cllr. Lewis understood that the Rugby Club had now offered use of their facilities to the junior Club, so the immediate problem appeared to be solved.   Cllr. J. Jones agreed with the writer that it would be more convenient if such a facility was available in Rhayader, since youngsters presently had to be transported to Llandrindod etc. and then pay a fee to use the facility.   Cllr. Humphreys pointed out that there were few suitable locations here.   It was initially felt that the cost was likely to be far in excess of what RTC could finance alone and there were many issues which would need to be clarified before serious consideration could be given to such a project.   Cllr. B. Evans suggested that the item be added to the next agenda.   This was agreed.

Cllr. Humphreys announced that £2,900 had been raised in Rhayader by the Poppy Appeal.  

6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

6.1 PR640801 – Full: Erection of a stable block with storage, Rhydoldog House, Rhayader.

There were no objections to this application.

The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision.
A further application had been received since the agenda was prepared:

PR 276801 – Full: Demolition of part of kitchen and rebuild to create extension to rear of buildings to house toilets, erection of new smoking shelter and creation of seating area, The Cornhill, 13 West Street, Rhayader, Powys, LD6 5AB.   There were no objections to the application but it was resolved to request that a condition of any approval should be that the wall between this and the neighbouring property be reinstated to a height of at least 2 metres.
The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision.
The following decision had been received since the agenda was prepared:

PR446514 – Full: Change of use of part of ground floor from residential to retail, The Old Court House, West Street Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £275 – Clerk’s invoice November.   Agreed
7.2 £950 – Mayor’s allowance.   Agreed
7.3
£117.50 – Lee Associates – Internal Audit fee.   Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. J. Jones said that the bank of Caban Coch between the Caban and Garreg Ddu dams was so overgrown that it was impossible to fish from that bank.   He proposed that the Elan Valley Rangers/Welsh Water be requested to remedy the situation.   This was seconded by Cllr. Be Evans and agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to write as above.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)

Cllr. C. Evans was concerned by recent publicity suggesting the possibility that cuts could result in the  closure of the  Rhayader TIC.   She proposed that Mark Kerr be informed of RTC’s disappointment at not being kept informed about PCC’s plans for the future of the Rhayader TIC since the Council had been previously promised that they would be.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to write to Mr. Kerr as above.
Cllr. B. Evans reported that despite some considerable time elapsing since PCC admitted ownership of the footpath in Glangwy, Station Road, nothing had been done to reduce the danger it presented.   It was resolved to press PCC to make the necessary repairs.
The Clerk to request PCC to effect the repairs.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
All weather sports surface.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 19th December 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.50p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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