21st May 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST May 2008 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
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Before the meeting Mr. D. Evans, Director of Operations, Powys (teaching) Local Health Board, addressed the Council about the future provision of minor injuries, acutely ill and mental heath services in Powys and other issues raised in phase 2 of  the review of services provided by the LHB.

1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. A. Lewis
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 21st April 2008.   It was resolved that these be accepted as a true record.   
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Cllr. C. Evans felt that the Rhayader tourism information phone would be better answered by tourism orientated personnel, rather than general call centre staff, even if this would result in calls being diverted to Builth.  She also believed that tourism information should be on display and always available at the Leisure Centre   It was resolved to request that PCC put these measures in place.  
The Clerk to inform PCC of  RTC’s request.
6.10 PR6646/00:  The Clerk had not contacted the Planning Officer for a current update and undertook to do so.

The Clerk to contact the Planning Officer for a current update.
8. Broken manhole:  James Bevan had been informed about the manhole by Tynpistyll turning.   It was reported that a cover was broken in the pavement by the chip shop.   Cllrs. D. Jones and B. Evans expressed concern about the general condition of pavements in the town, particularly in Bridge Street.   Cllr. Lloyd suggested that Councillors should have a walk round Town to assess areas which are in need of repair.   This was unanimously agreed but it was resolved to ask James Bevan whether it would be preferable to do this with him in attendance or to inform him afterwards.   Cllr. Price volunteered to discuss this with him and make arrangements as appropriate.

Cllr. Price to make arrangements with James Bevan.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4. 1.  Tourism Grant update.  Cllr. C. Evans reported that Phase 1 was complete.   All items for Phase 2 had been ordered and most had been delivered and being installed.   The Thru Screen will be delivered by mid June.   Unfortunately the benches had arrived damaged and in the wrong colour.   They are now being repainted by the supplier and are expected to be re-delivered shortly.  She had written to PCC but not yet received any reply.   To date no completion payment for Phase 1 nor initial payment for Phase 2 had been made by PCC.

4. AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Cllr. Davies enquired if a copy of a map could be used in the damaged board by the Dark Lane/ St Harmon Road junction.   Cllr Evans replied that under the scheme no spares were presently available but the Council may wish to consider purchasing one at a later date from Council funds.  
Cllr. Narborough enquired whether the bench for Maes Mawr was included in this batch and the exact location had been agreed with PCC.   It was confirmed that one seat was for Maes Mawr but James Bevan had not yet met Cllr. Price to determine the exact location.   However temporary fixings would be used to secure the benches until final approval was given.
4.2  Council Representatives: Price’s Charity/Old School Management Committee.  The Clerk had spoken to Steve Elias who had hoped to be able to provide RTC with the Trust’s perception of the role in time for this meeting.   Since this had not happened it was resolved to defer the business until the next meeting.
4.3  Co-option of Councillor.  
The Clerk had placed advertisements locally and Sandra Betty was including it in the press.   Closing date for applications was set at 11th June 2008.   To date two expressions of interest had been received: 
J. Connelly (item 5.14) and James Stewart.   It was resolved to defer selection until the next meeting. 
4.4  Petition update.  
No further petition forms had been received but Cllr. Williams volunteered to visit the Caravan Site since no form had been return from them.   Cllr Narborough considered that photographs should be taken of the areas which were the subject of the petition including all places where the Council considered that the signs should be located. 
4.5  Crosfield House.  It was understood that PCC were not prepared to meet the RBL’s request for more money.   Meetings with the staff and with relatives of residents were scheduled for 23rd May.      Councillors were extremely disappointed that an invitation had not been extended to the Mayor and were becoming increasing fearful that the sequence of events indicated that RBL are in favour of closure of the home.   It was resolved that the Council should hold a demonstration by the gates of Crosfield House against any plans for closure and to seek to admission for the Mayor to the meeting.
County Councillor Curry said that RBL are were “precious” of their reputation and so he believed that the planned demonstration would likely strike home.
4.6  Risk Assessments.  
As the documents prepared for discussion had only just been distributed, it was resolved to defer this business to the next meeting.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.5  PCC: Local Development Plan Community meeting invitation.
Cllrs. Lloyd, Davies & J. Jones to attend on 2nd June 2008.
All other correspondence received since the agenda was prepared was noted except WAG’s request for data on fixed notice penalties.   It was resolved to inform WAG that this was dealt with by PCC.

The Clerk to reply as above.
6. PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans informed that he was no longer on the PCC Planning Committee so he no longer needed to declare an interest on those grounds.

6.1 P2008 0611 Full: Extension to dwelling and new pitched roof at 3 Nantmadog Bungalows, Elan Valley, Rhayader, Powys. Cllr J. Jones declared an interest because he was a neighbour and took no part in discussions.   Cllr. Davies proposed this application be approved, seconded by Cllr. B. Evans.   There were no objections.
6.2 P2008 0649 Full: Re-roofing of existing garage & conversion to ensuite dressing area, Wengen, Station Road Rhayader, Powys. Cllr. D. Jones proposed this application be approved, seconded by Cllr. Lloyd.   There were no objections.

The Clerk to inform PCC of  RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £57.66 -Office Solutions (Wales) - office supplies. Noted.
7.2  £275 – Clerk’s invoice May. Noted.
7.3  £569.94 – Filcris Ltd. – signs. Noted.

7.4  £2818.53 – CIS Street Furniture (payable HSBC Invoice Finance (UK) Ltd. - Benches. Noted.

7.5  £35 – PCC – advertisement cost to be deducted from precept payment, (information only). Noted.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. J. Humphreys had received a newspaper clipping and a letter from Bryan Lawrence objecting to comments reportedly made by a Llandrindod Councillor when discussing a planning application.  Councillors were disappointed by the reported suggestion that the proposed facility  would be better sited in Rhayader.
The Clerk to acquaint Llandrindod Council of RTC’s disquiet.
Cllr. Narborough reported that trees planted by PCC are encroaching into the garden of 13 Maes-y-Nant.
The Clerk to ask PCC to take appropriate action.
It was agreed that the beds on the North Street island were a disgrace.

The Clerk to request PCC to improve their appearance.
It was agreed that the Football Club be congratulated on their achievement in the Spar League.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

Other than those items carried forward above, no business was proposed.


10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday  18th June 2008.

The meeting closed at  9.05p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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