21st February 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2007 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
Before the meeting the awards from the Bryntitli Fund were presented to representatives of the recipient organisations.
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	E. Narborough

	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C.R. Davies
M. Lloyd
	J.A. Humphreys
J. Jones

L. Price
	J. Rowe

M. Rowe,

G. Williams.


1.
APOLOGIES:  Cllrs. C. Evans, D.O. Evans, D. Jones, County Cllr. R. Tyler.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes were those for the meetings on 17th January 2007 and 24th January 2007.

17th January 2007:  Cllr. J. Rowe stated that she had declared an interest when the Bryntitli award for
Rhayader Players was discussed.   She also stated that both she and Cllr. M. Rowe had declared an interest when the award for Rhayader Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers was discussed.   This was agreed by the Council and the Clerk who apologised for the error.   Cllr. Price proposed that subject to these corrections, the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously. 
24th January 2007:  Cllr. Price proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Cllr. B. Evans reported that the Sports Hall Account with the Birmingham Midshires had been closed and when the cheque arrived a new (Multifunctional Hall) account would be opened with Swansea Building Society who offered better rates.   The tax erroneously paid by Birmingham Midshires on interest had still to be recovered from the Inland Revenue.
Cllr. B. Evans agreed to pursue these matters.
The Clerk reported that despite verbal assurances given by Mr. Cadwallader, the arrears of rent for the Garage in the Pound at Tanners Row had not been received.   Records indicate that now payment for two years was owing.   It was resolved that the Clerk write to Mr Cadwallader seeking payment for rent owed and also to enquire whether he wished to continue rental to the future or to quit the building subject to one months notice.
The Clerk to write to Mr. Cadwallader as indicated.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

Cllr. Narborough informed that Cllr. Lloyd had requested that item 4.3 (Council representative on the Price’s Trust) be deferred to the next meeting because the Trust was awaiting information from the Charity’s Commission.   This arrangement was acceptable to Cllr. B. Evans (the retiring representative) and it was resolved so to do.

4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.1
Lights under Cwmdauddwr Bridge and Castle Area.

Cllr. B. Evans stated that he had contacted Martin Price (the electrician) seven times in an attempt to have the existing lights remove for refurbishment and relocation but to date nothing had been done.   He reminded Councillors that it had been decided that three lights (1floodlight & 2 spots) would be mounted on posts rather than to the bridge itself.   It was resolved to write to Martin Price to determine that he was still willing to undertake the work and to Roy Davies to ask if he would consider arranging for someone to abseil over the bridge to remove the present lights.
The Clerk to write to Martin Price and Roy Davies
Councillors were aware that the floodlight whish used to illuminate the “rock” under the Castle had long since been vandalised and remove foe public safety.   However it was agreed that if a suitable vandal proof fitting could be installed there, it would make an extremely dramatic feature.   Cllr. B. Evans agreed to pursue this possibility.
Cllr. B. Evans to investigate the practicality of installing a suitable light.
Cllr Evans was able to inform the Council that the river bank by the Mace car park had been cleared and the contractor was in the process of chipping the resulting material.

4.2
Signage.   Cllr. B. Evans had collated the existing material and once again toured the town to look at the additional signs.  He had not thought it advantageous to call a meeting of the Sub Committee until he had received further guidance from the Council on what was required of the group.   He had heard various references to “the Scheme” but could find no plan.   Cllr Davies said that one of the requirements was that where several sign are mounted together they should be incorporated into one sign if appropriate.   He also understood that the average “life expectancy” of a sign was 10 years and many of the signs in Rhayader must be approaching or be beyond that time.   The brown tourism signs would probably need to be retained.   The “Welcome to Rhayader” signs would need further consideration.   It was resolved that the Signage Sub Committee would meet in the near future to examine the present arrangements and to produce recommendations by the next meeting.
The Signage Sub Committee to report their findings to the March meeting.
4.4
“Solar House, Llwyn Lane”.    Cllr. M. Rowe remarked that no apparent effort to complete the so called solar house had been observed for many years.   The building and its environs presented somewhat of an eyesore.   He urged that the Council take whatever steps it was able to rectify the situation.  Cllr. Davies understood that the intention had been that associated land would have services installed and sold as plots however, nothing had come of this.   Cllr. Williams suggested that the Council write to PCC Planning.   It was resolved that before approaching the owner, PCC should be contacted to determine if they are aware that, even after such an interval of time, the house is incomplete and to enquire what, if any, recourse is available have the situation rectified.
The Clerk to write to PCC to determine how the situation might be resolved.
4.5 Ownership of land in the town.   The Clerk had still been unable to locate the deeds for the car park area by the Old School.   Information from Land Registry indicated that in such a situation and for areas of Common land use of a solicitor was recommended.   There are three areas of registered Common land in the town the owners of which are stated as Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr Councils.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed that the Council engage a solicitor and register all land which The Council believed to be its own.   This was seconded by Cllr. Price and agreed unanimously.   As the Council did not have a solicitor, 

4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
it was resolved that the Chairman approach Peter Medlicott, who is the solicitor used by the Angling Association, to seek his advise with a view to the Council using him.

Cllr. Narborough to approach Peter Medlicott.  
A letter (item 5.9) had been received from Cllr. Lloyd.   Cllr Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   The letter inform that some of the land which the Council was presently having cleared close to the Old Builder’s Yard was actually owned by Cllr Lloyd and his brother.   He had not been in a position to inform the Council about this fact earlier, but had now located the deeds.   He indicated that subject to his brother’s approval, he saw no reason why this should delay the on-going clearance of the Weir and he would be prepared to clear the Jubilee Line and Weir areas.   The Council was pleased to learn that Cllr. Lloyd was willing to clear the Jubilee Line, especially as this had been deliberately omitted from the Job Specification since it was known that this was privately owned.   As the entire scope of work was on land not owned by the Town Council, Councillors resolved that this latest information did not affect the original decision to pay for the clearance.   It was further resolve to express the Councils appreciation to Cllr. Lloyd and his brother for allowing the clearance and enhancement work to continue as planned.

Cllr. B. Evans said that now the river bank had been exposed, it would appear prudent to provide some form of protective fencing adjacent to ant steep areas of bank.   It was resolved to look at the situation as a whole when clearance work is completed to determine if and where fencing should be provided.
4.6
Recycling – Cwmdauddwr and Dark Lane.   Due to the absence of Cllr. D Jones, it was resolved to await his report before discussing the situation in Cwmdauddwr and to defer it until the March meeting.   

Cllr Lloyd commented that complaints about rubbish being left around the Dark Lane bank indicated that the containers were not being emptied sufficiently frequently.   He also believed that this situation may be having an adverse effect on the popularity of the bank in favour of household collection.   He believed that it was time once again to remind people of the financial benefit to the town deriving from the bring- banks.   He said PCC should be contacted to ensure that the frequency of emptying the banks is sufficient to ensure that it becomes unnecessary to leave refuse in the area.   Cllr. Davies suggested that if bins were provided in other areas of the Town it could ease this problem.   Cllr. B. Evans commented that the Garden Waste containers impinged on and restricted access to the designated lorry parking areas and he suggested that the relocation of garden waste banks to somewhere, such as Cwmdauddwr, would alleviate the problem and since such material is, of necessity, usually taken to the bank in vehicles, the change would not inconvenience the public.
4.7
Riverside Walk- urgent maintenance.   The Clerk reported that he had been in discussion with Chris Tully of PCC and the ROW Officer Carlton Parry, about the condition of this area.   Although he had removed branches from a fallen tree, much of the path is now impassable for wheelchair and pushchairs.   Access to all the picnic tables needs to be cleared and some tables are overgrown by brambles.   Carlton Parry had undertaken to arrange for someone to look at the remains of the tree to ensure that it presented no further danger to the public.   Chris Tully had undertaken to send one of his officers to inspect the entire length of the Walk to determine what is required.   He indicated that he had not budgeted to maintain the area on an ongoing basis, but may be able to carry out a one off effort.   He also stated that there was some confusion about the ownership of the ground and therefore the responsibility for maintenance.   Councillors were of the opinion that no such confusion exists because PCC own the entire Weirglodd area.   It was resolved to acquaint PCC of this view and request this highly attractive area be tidied up and the path reinstated for use by all before the tourist season got underway.
The Clerk write to acquaint Chris Tully with the Councils views.  
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on (other than items mentioned above) were as follows:

5.11
One Voice Wales:  Invitation to renew membership.   It was resolved to renew membership
The Clerk to arrange renewal.
5.12 Carnegie Action Research Project:  Town Council services questionnaire.   None of the listed items were directly provided by RTC.

The Clerk to acquaint the writer of the situation.
5.13
Play Radnor:  Appeal for donation towards new computer.  Cllr. Price proposed that £100 be donated.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams.   Cllr. Humphreys proposed that a donation of £50 be made. This was seconded by Cllr. Davies.   On a show of hands the proposal by Cllr. Humphreys was carried.

The Clerk to arrange for the donation to be made.     

5.15 PowysXtreme:  request for grant for 2007.   Cllrs. J. Rowe and M. Rowe declared an interest and left the room.   Cllrs were in agreement that the facility offered by the Summer Scheme was beneficial to the young people of the town.   Cllr. Lloyd proposed that in line with previous years, a grant of £500 be given.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to inform Paul Rowe of the Council’s decision.
Since the agenda was prepared a letter had been received from One Voice Wales inviting the Council to submit two nominees to be entered into a draw for invitations to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on 10th July 2007.   Councillors were unanimous in proposing Cllr. Narborough and Mrs. Narborough.

The Clerk to submit the Councils nominees.
6.
PLANNING

All items listed on the agenda were for information only and were noted by Councillors.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £26.71 - Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  Agreed

7.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – February.   Agreed

7.3
£229 – One Voice Wales – membership renewal.   Agreed (see item 5.11 above)
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

The Clerk announce that the Council’s bid for funding from the Powys Tourism Grant Scheme had been successful.   He outlined the conditions attached to the offer and sought authority to accept the grant on those terms.   It was resolved so to do.

The Clerk to complete and return the acceptance documentation on behalf of the Council.
Cllr.  Narborough said that on reflection he considered that two flag poles would be better than three on the Island and suggested that the third should be relocated to Cwmdauddwr, possibly near the phone box.   This was generally agreed and it was suggested that the Council could maybe purchase another to provide two in Cwmdauddwr.
Cllr Narborough suggested that, in order to facilitate implementation of the scheme, a small group of Councillors, empowered to take day to day decisions without recourse to the full Council, could drive the 
8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)

project forward in line with the general plan as already agreed.   It was resolved to adopt this method of working and Cllr. Narborough nominated Cllr. M. Rowe to head up the group.   Cllr Rowe was willing to do this and it was agreed unanimously.   Cllrs. Lloyd, Price Williams and Narborough agreed to serve on the team. 
Cllr. Davies reminded the Council that no moves had been made as yet to appoint the Citizen of the Year.
The Clerk to put the matter into motion.
Cllr J. Jones reported that the recent snows had indicated that there were insufficient salt boxes in the Elan Valley to service areas beyond the extent of PCC’s snow patrols.

The Clerk to ask PCC to provide more.
Cllr. Humphreys was concerned about the recent newspaper reports about meal expenses for County Councillors.   It was resolve to protest to PCC.

The Clerk to write to the Chief Executive to ask how these expenses can be justified in the present climate of cuts in services etc. 
Cllr. Price said that 3 teenage discos had been arranged by organisations in March.  To ensure that the initiative is not lost, she proposed that she make a block booking for the hall and disco for one event each month and if no other organisation wished to take any of these, she would organise an event on that date on behalf of the Council.   Councillors applauded this suggestion and authorise Cllr Price to do this.

Cllr. Lloyd reported that the area round the Town Clock had sadly deteriorated  and suggested PCC be requested to take remedial action before Easter.

The Clerk to acquaint PCC with RTC’s request.
Cllr. Lloyd drew the Council’s attention to the 6 dead trees near the start of the Elan Valley Trail.   He suggested that they be replaced.   It was resolved to seek advise from PCC on the most suitable trees for the location.
The Clerk to contact Lyndon Richards of PCC for advice.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Representative on Price’s Trust.
2. Signage.

3. Recycling. 

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 14th March 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.00p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor E. Narborough
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