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RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21ST JANUARY 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
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Prior to the meeting, Rachel Palmer, Project Officer, Keep Wales Tidy, addressed the Council about Tidy Towns Scheme in relation to Rhayader.   The scheme is aimed at supporting people to take responsibility for the quality of their local environment.   Work is carried out by volunteer groups on any public or access land.   Presently there is funding for three years but hopefully it will be on-going.   Grants are for a maximum of £500, but not limited to a single grant for a particular project.   Match funding is not required.   Grants would be considered for equipment (e.g. tools), materials, insurance, contractor/ specialist help costs, training, trees etc.   PCC have agreed to remove rubbish collected as a result of clearance work.   The scheme would only give financial assistance towards “natural” planting i.e. not hanging baskets etc.

Three projects were suggested by RTC as areas which they considered would benefit from the attention.
1.  Provision of bins for cigarette butts by pubs etc.   Rachel said that butts pose a real environmental problem via drains thence to watercourses.   PCC will supply pubs with “Stubbies” (pouches in which to put lighted cigarettes) to give out to smokers in an effort to reduce the problem..
2.  Area by the old Smithfield toilets.   Rachel thought that since this was not a “natural” setting, it would not be so likely to qualify for funding.
3.  The Riverside Walk.   This project was ideal as it contained all targeted criteria and would enhance the natural environment.
Rachel suggested that rather than RTC taking a solitary role it may be better to encourage other groups to join together to support projects.   She offered to attend informal meetings if required and gave her contact details and those of Hugh Davies of PCC.
In addition to work carried out by the voluntary workers, Cllr D. Jones explained that allied services are provided by PCC.   He distributed details of these and how they can be accessed.

1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs C.R. Davies & M. Lloyd. 
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 17th December 2008.   It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
3. Community/Leisure Centre split:  Cllrs. Humphreys and Curry gave information on the various suggestions, towards providing a viable split, which are to be examined in conjunction with PCC.   Cllr. C. Evans suggested that a special meeting be convened to enable RTC to discuss the proposals at length and provide guidance to RTC representatives Cllrs. Humphreys & Narborough for future meetings with PCC.   It was resolved to meet at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4th February 2009. 
4.4 The Clock Tower:  Cllr Humphreys spoke to Colin Turford who confirmed that to date he had never received payment for winding the Clock and that he did wish for RTC to approach PCC on his behalf. 

The Clerk to write to PCC.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1  Five Year Plan.
Councillors discussed in detail the preliminary list prepared by Cllr. C. Evans who agreed to incorporate all comments in time for the next meeting.
Cllr. Evans to amend the plan for ratification at the next meeting.
Two items raised in the above discussion required early attention:
a) The internet feed to the touch screen is presently inadequate.   RDCS plans to update their connection and it is hoped that touch screen will be incorporated within the change.   It was resolved to discuss the implications to RTC of the change at the next meeting.
b) Cllr. Curry informed that PCC were proposing to test LED street lighting which is reputed to provide good levels of illumination at 20% of the running costs.   It was resolved to request that Rhayader & Cwmdauddwr be part of the trials.
The Clerk to put the request to PCC.
Cllr. D. Evans proposed that Councillors should assess the local facilities by a tour when the evenings become lighter.   This was agreed.
4.2  YMCA/Youth Club.   Cllr. Lewis reported that the YMCA has a new Chairman but was still struggling to cope with the poor condition of Dolgerddon.   Unfortunately the centre was closed for a month due to workers being threatened by youths.   Cllr J. Jones asked how this could be reconciled with the police statement, at the recent PACT meeting, that there had been no trouble at all in Rhayader in the Christmas period.   It was understood that the Youth Club personnel chose not to involve the police, who therefore would not be aware of the problem.   Cllr. Lewis reminded Councillors that the Club is run by PCC and Cllr. Stuart said that, as a youth leader himself, he believed that the youth service at the YMCA was absolutely shocking – something he had encountered nowhere else.   
Cllr Lloyd had requested that item 4.3 (The Clock) be added to the agenda.   In his absence it was not possible to discuss the matter.   The Chairman reminded Councillors that at the meeting held on 14th January, it had been resolved that item 2.3 on the agenda (Rhayader 2000 Ltd.: Request for funding for  reprinting the Town Guide) should be discussed at the present meeting and suggested this be done instead.   It was resolved to do so.  Cllr. D. Evans & County Cllr. K. Curry declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors had all seen the completed application form.  Cllr. Rowe believed that it was imperative that the reprint should go ahead and that RTC should assist as it was able.   Cllr. Humphreys proposed that £1,000 be given from this years precept.   This was seconded by Cllr. Rowe.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that at this moment only sufficient be given to allow necessary alterations to be made.   On a vote no support was gained by Cllr. Evans and Cllr. Humphreys’ proposal was unanimously approved.   It was further resolved that due credit should be made to RTC’s assistance in the production of the leaflets.

The Clerk to inform R2K of RTC’s decision and enquire when payment would be required and how, where and by whom leaflets are distributed.   
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All Items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted. 

The letter from Llandrindod High School:  Invitation for Town Council to nominate a Governor, which had been discussed at the meeting on 14th January was revisited.   Cllr. B. Evans volunteered to assume the role.   This was unanimously supported.

The Clerk to forward contact details for Cllr. Evans to the High School. 
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2008 1789 Full: Extension to existing dwelling at Briar Cottage, Sunnyfield, Rhayader, Powys.
Cllrs. Price, C. Evans & D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   There were no objections to this application,

Three applications had been received since the agenda was prepared:
P2009 0016 & P2009 0017 were each for Full: Erection of a polytunnel to house livestock at Parc farm, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to either application.

P2009 0022 for Full: Conversion of outbuilding and extension to provide ancillary accommodation, garaging and games room over at Hazelmere House, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.   It was resolved to discuss this application at a site meeting at 4.30pm on Monday 26th January 2009.
The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £23.79 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  Agreed.
1.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – January.  Agreed.
1.3 £50 – CR Baker - Petty Cash.  Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Stuart informed the Council that new doors had been fitted to the houses in Maes Nant but the numbering had not been replaced.   This was a potentially dangerous situation which could delay emergency services locating houses.   He wished the Council to be aware that PCC had been requested to reinstate the numbering as a matter of urgency.

It was resolved to seek nominations for the Citizen of the Year 2009.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Presentation of Bryntitli awards.

2. Thru-glass computer.

3. Five Year Plan.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the closed meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4th February 2009 to formulate guidance to RTC’s representatives.

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 18th February 2009.

The meeting closed at  9.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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