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RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C. Evans
J. Humphreys
	D. Jones
J. Jones
M. Lloyd

	M. Rowe

E. Narborough

	L. Price
J. Stuart


	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. B. Evans, A. Lewis & G. Williams
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 22nd September 2009.   It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.5(27th July)Advertising:  Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. Curry reported that James Bevan was of the opinion that the a-frame signs did not contravene the law, but he wrongly assumed that they were removed daily.   He also considered that the banner on the fence advertising Abigail’s should be removed.   Councillors resolved that a letter be sent to the proprietors of the Eagles & Abigail’s stating that the appearance of the Millennium Garden is being ruined by the inappropriate display of advertisements the two establishments and again seeking their co-operation on removal of the signs.  The Council was also disappointed  that neither business had the courtesy to reply to its earlier letter on the matter. It was reiterated that RTC held this prominently placed garden in high respect and continued its maintenance.
The Clerk to write as above.
4.3  Elan Valley concerns:   Cllr. Lloyd had spoken to Noel Hughes who had suggested that RTC send a letter to himself & he would ensure that it reached the most appropriate person.
The Clerk to write as above.
Allotment interest:   two more expressions of interest had been received (items 5.1 & 5.2).  Cllr. Price had spoken with Bryan Lawrence who stated that the Horticultural Society presently had no further land available for plots.   It was also noted that, unlike PCC, the Society was under no legal responsibility to provide land for allotments.   She understood from Dorienne Robinson that Transition Towns would be conducting a survey in the area to assess the interest prior to attempting to acquire land for allotments.   It was believed however, that rent for any plots produced via this route would prove far costlier than traditionally rented plots.   It was resolved to send details of applicants  so far received to the Horticultural Society, Dorienne Robinson &  Chris Tully of PCC and to inform applicants of this fact.
The Clerk to write as above.
Leisure Centre:  Cllr. Curry reported that talks about changes are ongoing. 
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr. D. Evans reported that harvest festivals had been the main events attended since the last meeting.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1 Bridge lights.
In the absence of Cllr. B. Evans it was decided to consider this matter at the November meeting.

4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.2 Crosfeild House update. 
Cllr C. Evans gave an update of the meeting in London with RBL which she had attended in the company of Cllr. Curry, Cllr. Rosemarie Harris, Phil Robinson (PCC) & Roger Williams MP.   RBL stated that it would be desirable to sell the Home as a going concern, but the sale could not be restricted to that option and if no buyers were forthcoming, closure would result.  On the matter of staff retention it was indicated that RBL would “cut their cloth accordingly” which would suggest that redundancies could not be ruled out.   PCC as leaseholders will not be an option.
Cllr. Curry added that financially RBL did not need to sell Crosfeild House in order to achieve their aim to build a new home in Wales.   The also indicated that the Charities Commission restricts the sale parameters regarding asking price etc.  PCC’s block booking proposals are still available.  

It was reasserted that RTC wished to be kept informed by staff at Crosfield House &/or Cllr. Curry of any developments or any ways in which it could assist.
Councillors thanked Cllrs. Evans & Curry for their input & for representing RTC at the meeting.   It was resolved to write to Phil Robson, Rosemarie Harris & Roger Williams to thank them for their support.   
The Clerk to write as above.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon above & below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda and others received after it was prepared were noted.
5.4 Rhayader YMCA: Thanks for grant.   Cllr Curry reported that the rooms in rooms looked extremely good after refurbishment.   It was resolved to arrange a photograph to be taken for publicity purposes.
The Clerk to arrange photo shoot with Dave Woods & YMCA.
5.5 PCC: Rhayader Cemetery – Mortuary Chiller & 5.6 Copy of letter re: Rhayader Cemetery Mortuary & Viewing Room.  Cllr. Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   It was noted that discussions between PCC & M. Morgan Lloyd are ongoing and the Clerk had requested further comment from PCC. 
5.7 PCC: Consultation – changes in allocation of Community Hall funding - open evenings.  Councillors Price & Lloyd agreed to attend the meeting at Llanddewi on 11th November.   It was resolved to request minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2009 about the Leisure Centre and information on any further development from Wyn Thomas.

The Clerk to write as above.
5.8 PCC: Electoral Review presentation.  Subsequent to this letter the Chairman had been informed that a presentation for Councils in Radnorshire had been arranged in Llandrindod at 7p.m. on 29th October and he urged all Councillors to attend.
5.14 Wales Audit Office (e-mail): Community Council money – checklist.   It was resolved to add this item to the agenda for the November meeting.
5.17 Rural Housing Enabler: Introduction.   

The Clerk to acknowledge receipt of the information.
5.19 Bill Davies: Letter of complaint & ancillary correspondence.   Councillors were aware that this letter had appeared in the press and had sight of an e-mail response sent by PCC.   Despite a request by the Clerk for the writer to provide a postal address to enable RTC to reply should it be considered appropriate, no reply had been received.   It was resolved that sending a reply would only be considered if the requested information were received.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.21 1st Wye Valley Scouts(Cubs): Application for grant.   It was resolved that this application should not be considered since, as stated in its Criteria for  Grants, applications for grants are only accepted in February & August.
The Clerk to write as above.
Elan Valley Social Club: Applications for grants.   It was resolved that this application should not be considered since, as stated in its Criteria for  Grants, applications for grants are only accepted in February & August.
The Clerk to write as above.
An e-mail fro PCC to Cllr. Curry gave the costs involved in erecting interactive signs but stated that the number of speed related collisions and the recorded level of speeding on the A44 at the entry to Rhayader are not sufficient to justify erection of such signs.   It was further stated that PCC would not permit erection of interactive signs even if funded externally.
An email from Bryan Lawrence deplored the fact that no mention of the attractions in the Elan Valley was made on the new sign in East Street.   An e-mail to Cllr Curry from PCC pointed out that these attractions were present on other signs nearby.
Cllr Williams had obtained a quote of £150 from Debbie Morris to supply and plant Pansies & small daffodils in all 9 troughs and the 4 containers at the Clock.   The heathers will be left in place.   The planting will be done before remembrance Sunday.   Councillors  were agreed that the summer planting by Ms. Morris had been very satisfactory.   It was resolved to accept this quote.
In the absence of Cllr. Williams the Clerk to ask Ms. Morris to proceed.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2009 1005 Full: Demolition of existing bungalow & the erection of a replacement dwelling at Ponterog, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this proposal and it was resolved to support the application.
The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decision.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £130 - A. Thomas – tidying recycling area to end of September 2009.   Agreed.
1.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – October.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS 
Cllr. Narborough had received complaints that the Cemetery fence had been broken down and people were using it as a short cut from Maes-y-Brenin.   Councillors had not had sight of the problem and so it was resolved that the matter be placed on the November agenda to give Members chance to view the site.
Councillors to visit the site as above.
Cllr. J. Jones had received complaints about the street lights in Sunnyfeild by the Weirglodd.   Cllr. Curry undertook to look into the problem.

Cllr. Curry to try to resolve the complaints
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Bridge lights.
2. Cemetery fence.
3. Rhayader TIC

4. Managing Community Council Money - Checklist

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday  17th November  2009.

The meeting closed at  9.15p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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