20th August 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  20TH AUGUST 2008 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
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Before the meeting Mr. Neil Mathews of PCC addressed the Council on the feasibility of separating the Community area of the Leisure Centre Complex from the Sports area.   He had produced an extensive and detailed dossier by means of a “desk top” feasibility study which covered the many and varied areas which would need to be addressed and the resultant responsibilities and implications involved if a split were to be made on a permanent basis to give RTC full operational responsibility for the Community area.   Cllr. C. Evans pointed out that RTC had sought to be able to extend the times of accessibility to the Hall,  past the hours PCC and its staff were presently prepared to make it available.   This was likely to be required mostly in the evenings and on relatively few occasions in a year.   It was not RTC’s intention to take on full responsibility for the day to day running of the area.   Mr Mathews said he was not familiar with working to the suggested model of shared responsibility.   It was resolved that a working group be set up to interface with PCC to pursue RTC’s aspirations.   The Chairman thanked Mr. Mathews for his attendance and the useful information he had given.   After Mr. Mathews had left it was resolved that RTC’s representative on the Working Group would be Cllrs. B. Evans, C. Evans, A. Lewis, L. Price, 

J. Stuart and County Cllr. K. Curry.   
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. J. Humphreys & C. R. Davies.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the monthly meeting held on 30th July 2008 and the site meeting held on 31st July 2008.   It was resolved that they both be accepted as true records.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.3  Tourism Grant update:  Virtually all items were now in place and better quality maps were promised by the supplier.   Some teething trouble had been experienced with the Thru Glass display which Cllr. C. Evans hoped would be soon rectified.
8. Broken manhole etc:   James Bevan & Cllrs. D. Jones & B. Evans had inspected a considerable area of the Town, but would need to continue at a later date.   Mr. Bevan agreed to attend faults coming under his jurisdiction and pass others to the appropriate department.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  A470 petition.  The extra petition forms were still being distributed by Cllr. Williams.
Cllr. Williams to distribute & arrange for collection of forms.
4.2  Unauthorised entrance to the Mace area.  Cllr. Price declared an interest and left the room.   Complaints had been received that, about the time RTC was improving the area, someone had removed a section of the fence surrounding an adjoining property.   This had never been replaced and concerns had been expressed that if left as it now is, in the future the gap could be used as another entry to the property.   It was resolved to ask PCC to ensure that the fence is reinstalled.

The Clerk to write to PCC.  
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.3  Conservation area.  A letter had been received from Mr & Mrs. Thomas of  Wellfield House, East & a telephone call from Mrs. Hughes of London House, West Street.   The correspondents were not aware that they lived in a Conservation Area until they recently had letters from PCC saying they were contravening relevant planning regulations.   They sought further information from RTC.   It is understood that other properties have had similar letters.   The Clerk had spoken with the writer, Chris Bailey, PCC Principal Planning Officer, who requested that he be allowed to give a short address to RTC on the subject.   It was resolved to invite Mr. Bailey to the September meeting.

The Clerk to invite Mr. Bailey. 
4.4  Cwmdauddwr Pound gate.  Cllr. J. Jones reported that the gate was rotten and collapsing.   It was resolved replace it with a new gate.   Cllr. B. Evans offered the opinion that it should be in oak.
The Clerk to seek a quote for the work from two sources.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted.   Those commented on were as follows:

5.1   Mrs. D. Evans: Re: Complaint regarding household rubbish- Church Street.   Cllr. B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   The letter arose as a result of an approach previously made to the Chairman by Mrs Evans neighbour.   After discussion, Cllr D. Jones volunteered to contact the neighbour to seek an amicable solution to the situation.
Cllr. D. Jones to discuss the matter with the neighbour.
5.2 PCC: Invitation to reception – 2 representatives.  Cllrs. J. Jones & D. Evans agreed to represent RTC.
5.8  Wales Air Ambulance: Appeal for funding.   It was resolved to defer this item until the next meeting.  
Since the Agenda had been prepared, a copy of a letter from Hafan Day Care Centre to Social Services had been sent to RTC for reference.   Cllrs. C. Evans, D. Evans, M. Rowe and E. Narborough declared interests and left the room.   The letter indicated that a shortfall of £14,000 in funding could lead to the closure of the Centre in January 2009 and the Committee sought a meeting with PCC to discuss the matter.   It was resolved to request  that Cllr. Williams be allowed to attend any forthcoming meetings on RTC’s behalf.

The Clerk to inform the Day Centre Committee of RTC’s request.
County Cllr. Curry had also just been made aware of this alarming new development.   Councillors were concerned about suggestions that Social Services may be wanting to incorporate the Day Centre into the Leisure Centre and requested that Cllr Curry make enquiries about what plans are afoot.  
6.
PLANNING

6.1  RAD/2007/0332(PR396407) Full: Residential development comprising 21 dwellings & construction of vehicular access, Bryn Gwy (off South Street), Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. Lloyd declared an interest & left the room.   Councillors noted the proposed changes and had no objections but were surprised that it had been thought necessary to incorporate speed humps at a time when the use of such devices are increasingly questioned and particularly on this site where, at an earlier application, RTC had expressed grave concern about the safety of the access road junction with the A470 close to a blind bend.  In the light of the proposal to incorporate traffic calming within the estate Councillors resolved to ask that their original observations be re-visited by the Planning Department in the interest of safety for both vehicles and pedestrians.

Two further applications had been received since the agenda was prepared:
PLANNING (CONT.)
P2008 1218 Full: Install replacement 12 metre high wind turbine power generator plus ancillary works at Cefn Llanerchi near Rhayader, Powys.

There were no objections to this application.

P2008 1228 Outline: Erection of affordable needs dwelling with garage at plot adjacent to Rowans, Llwyn Lane, Rhayader, Powys.

The following points were raised:
· The plot is outside the development boundary.

· There is affordable housing available nearby, incorporated in the Cae James development.

· The adjacent site, R85 HA2 Tir Gaia in the Powys Unitary Development Plan, has not been fully developed.

· The entrance is distant from the plot and Councillors feared this could lead to further applications in the future, resulting in an undesirable “strip” development along Llwyn Lane.

· The application indicated that hedges will not be affected by the development.   Improvement of the visibility splays, however, suggested the existing hedgerows would need to be grubbed out over a considerable distance, thereby changing the “landscape character” of the lane.
Councillors strongly recommend that this application be rejected.
The Clerk to advise PCC of RTC’s recommendations.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £19.27 – Office Solutions  (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
7.2  £275 – Clerks invoice - August.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Curry had supplied copies proposal for restructuring the disabled bays by the Leisure Centre. Councillors thought the area round the corner in Dark Lane could be a better place for disabled parking as it is flatter & would still allow the area by the road to be used for pick-up.   Retaining this facility was considered important because it is used to safely pick up & drop children without crossing a road.
County Cllr. Curry to pursue this matter.
Cllr Curry said he was having consultation about the parking proposals in East Street.  Cllr Lewis declared an interest & left the room. 
It was resolved to ask PCC to tidy the damage around the base of the Clock.
The Clerk to contact PCC.
Cllr. D. Jones was pleased that some County Councillors were looking at the refuse collection process in a hands on manner.   He said that the recent notices left on trade waste were due to legislation, not local regulations and a lady from Rhayader Depot had been to explain to traders what the process should be.  
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1.  Consideration of application for funding already received.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 17th September 2008.

The meeting closed at 9.37pm
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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