20th June 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE 2007 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
D.O. Evans
C.R. Davies
	D. Jones

J. Jones

M. Lloyd

E. Narborough

	J. Rowe

M. Rowe,

G. Williams.


Prior to the meeting, Cllr. B. Evans gave a presentation of the proposed overall road directional signage for the Town which had been devised by the Signage Sub-Committee.   The scheme had taken into consideration comments made by members of the public and consultation with PCC.   Cllr. Evans explained that two signs were proposed on the approach roads: one on the outskirts and a “repeater” sign closer to the town centre to remind drivers of the earlier information.   It was proposed that the Clock was indicated on the relevant signs to warn drivers of larger vehicles of the difficulty they may have in negotiating turns at the crossroads.   The Sub- Committee proposed that the “Welcome to Rhayader” signs be treated as a separate issue for later consideration.   Provided that the Council is in agreement, the next step was to pass the proposal to PCC for their approval and hopefully implementation.   After considerable discussion of the finer points, Councillors were agreed that the proposal seemed to be the best way forward.   The Chairman thanked Cllr. Evans for his presentation and congratulated him and the Sub-Committee on a good job well done.
In opening the meeting proper, Cllr. Humphreys suggested that RTC would wish to offer congratulations to Mrs. Gwen Jones on receiving the MBE.   This was agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to extend the Council’s congratulations to Mrs. Jones.
The Chairman also suggested that the Spar be congratulated on the confidence it had shown in Rhayader by the refurbishment of the store and complimented on how this had been achieved without closure of the store and with minimal disruption and inconvenience to the public.   This was agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to convey RTC’s sentiments to Spar.
1. APOLOGIES:  Cllr. L. Price, County Cllr. R. Tyler.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 23rd May 2007.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that all be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Lloyd and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.4
Flower tubs:    Cllr. Lloyd reported that all the boxes were treated, in place and filled.
Cllr. Humphreys thanked Cllr. Lloyd for spotting a bargain with the new “stone” troughs which had now been purchased, filled and installed at the Clock.   He in also thanked Cllr. Davies for the transport he had provided whilst the troughs were filled.   It was agreed that the arrangement for watering remained agreeable to those who did it last year.

Cllrs. Lloyd and C. Evans would determine where the trough which was in St Harmon Road should now be relocated and arrange for this to be carried out.
4.1
Tourism Grant etc:  Cllr. Narborough reported that he, Cllr. B. Evans and the Clerk had now met with Mr. Wyn Lloyd who stated that he had no problems with what the Council was doing in the Mace area.   However, in order to protect the ownership of land where appropriate, he wished to issue a license 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).
to RTC for the usage of the area and thereby ensure that no adverse possession could be claimed in the future.   Mr. Lloyd will have the document drawn up for RTC’s acceptance.   Cllr. M. Lloyd stated that he had no connection with this development and wished to distance himself from it.
4.2
Rhayader Website:   Cllr. B. Evans reported that in fact PCC would be servicing the County’s Website, not Rhayader’s own due to financial restraints.   Cllr. Davies explained that due to the reduction  of working times at Rhayader 2000, little time was available to service the Rhayader Website. Cllr. C. Evans stated that, when installed, the Touch screen could be programmed to access various website and so it may not need to focus on the Town’s site.   It was agreed that the local website was originally tourism orientated, but had evolved into a more general format.
Cllrs. C. Evans and Davies to undertake investigation into the best solution for the future of the website. 
Cllr. Narborough remarked that the Carnival’s new website was great.   This was agreed by those members who had seen it.    The Chairman remarked that the Carnival Committee now had several keen and able younger members and the site was the result of their efforts.
5f)  Football Club/ junior discos:  Cllr. Humphreys informed that, although the Club’s initial reaction to take over any of the planned discos was not enthusiastic, his subsequent discussions with Dylan Mcphee indicated that this position may be changing and they may consider adopting the August event.

5.8  Howard Roberts:   Mr. Roberts had written again to RTC this time informing that “PCC denies all responsibility for the Cwmdauddwr side of the river, basing their argument on lack of lease” and also providing a copy of his letter to Chris Tully of PCC in which he expressed concern about the safety of trees in Waun Capel Parc, access to the Cwmdauddwr side of the river and the proliferation of willow on the rocks by the river.   As all these items were of concern to RTC, it was resolved to retain this letter on file and await developments from PCC.
On the subject of dangerous trees, Cllr. Davies reported that the horse chestnuts in the Elan Village had a disease which would probably result in them all dying.
5.10.5  Recycling bank tidiness:  Cllr. Humphreys had spoken with Tudor Ingram who is content to continue as he does now but suggested that Aubrey Thomas does far more.   Accordingly it was resolved to approach Mr. Thomas to enquire if he would consider keeping the area tidy for a modest remuneration.    
The Council resolved that a quarterly payment made from the Recycling Account, should be offered in return for service.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that a sum of £50 per quarter be offered.   This was seconded by Cllr. Lloyd.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed that £10/week (£130/qr.) be offered, which was seconded by Cllr. Williams.   A vote was called for on the amendment, but Cllr. Narborough withdrew his proposal and it was resolved to offer £10/week, paid quarterly in arrears.

Cllr. D. Jones agreed to put the proposal to Mr. Thomas. 
Cllr. D. Jones stated that he had already taken issue with his drivers when he did not consider that they were not exercising enough care whilst servicing the site.   He also stated that to date there had been no problem with untidiness at the new Cwmdauddwr recycling bank, possibly due in part to the fact that the full compliment of containers had not been achieved.
8.  Affordable housing:   Whilst enquiring of PPC how the price of “affordable housing” is determined, the Clerk had been directed to the PPC website where affordable housing is listed under Planning Policy.   The relevant document is somewhat lengthy and so he had reproduced the section of it which dealt with defining Affordable Housing and determining the level of acceptable sale and resale prices and rentals.   
This was distributed to Councillors for their reference.   Cllr. C. Evans remarked that local needs criteria  should be assessed.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1
Signage:  Councillors were  agreeable to the scheme proposed by the Signage Sub-Committee as explained by Cllr. B. Evans.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that the scheme be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Rowe and agreed unanimously.
Cllr. B. Evans to consult with PCC to have the scheme implemented.
4.2
Approval of the Annual Return:   The Clerk informed that the local auditor had approved the figures which Councillors had accepted at the AGM and all other associated data.   The Annual Return had been filled in ready for submission to the External Auditor.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that the completed Return be accepted and submitted to the External Auditor, this was seconded by Cllr. Davies and agreed unanimously.   
The Clerk to submit the completed return to the External Auditor.
4.3
Method of election of Officers.   Cllr. Narborough said that whilst Councillors were aware that the Chairman and Vice Chairman were appointed on the basis of their time as Councillors, he was not aware of a written procedure.   He believed that it would be to the Council’s advantage to define the procedure and sought clarification.   Cllr. Humphreys said that there were no hard and fast rules but the general principal of taking turns based on the length of “service” ensured that everyone who is prepared to accept the office of Chair has the chance to do so although this did not rule out the opportunity to make alternative proposals.   Over time, this had resulted in a system where no apparent “squabbling” had occurred, seemed to happen in some other Councils.    Cllr. D. Evans stated that the appointments were made solely on length of service.   Cllr Narborough said that because of the amalgamation of Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr Councils he understood there to be a historic system of two Rhayader Mayors followed by a Cwmdauddwr Mayor which complicated the issue.   Cllr. D. Evans explained that whilst this had been in force for a while, the system proved to be too complicated to apply and was discontinued.

Cllr. B. Evans, whilst understanding the importance of tradition, questioned why the office of Mayor was vested in the Chairman of the Council instead of a totally separate function.   It was explained that when the office of Mayor of Rhayader was initially set up, Rhayader, in line with many other councils, chose to link it with the Chair of the Town Council.   It was remarked that the system of the Vice Chair automatically becoming the next Chairman had resulted the Chair having a year’s preparation for the role.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that a “protocol” be drawn up to ensure that the system is clearly defined and readily understood.   This was seconded by Cllr. D. Jones and agreed unanimously.

The Clerk to prepare a document defining the way the appointment to the offices of Chair and Vice Chair are decided, for discussion at the next meeting.
4.4
Tourism Grant etc.  Cllr. C. Evans remarked that although she had been unable to attend the previous meeting she read in the minutes that the Council had made a commitment to contribute to the cost of a Town Guide being prepared by the Chamber of Trade.   She felt that RTC should therefore be 
involved in its presentation and content.   Cllr. D. Evans said he had several guides from various locations and would bring them to the next meeting.   It was resolved to include a town guide as an item on the next agenda.
The Clerk informed Councillors that planning permission had now been granted for the flag poles and the notice board.  Whist this meant that these items could now be safely ordered it would not create a good impression if the notice board was installed without the intended maps.   It was resolved that the Clerk approach the supplier of the notice board to discuss the cost of producing two maps and seek examples of 
maps they had produced for elsewhere and that Councillors would decide on what items they feel should be indicated on the maps.
The Clerk to speak with the supplier as indicated above.

All Councillors to prepare a list of attractions for included on the maps.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Cllr. B. Evans drew the Councils attention to the broken notice board opposite the Leisure Centre which he felt looked extremely bad.   It was understood that this had originally been installed by Rhayader 2000.   Councillors believed it should be either repaired, replaced or removed.

Cllr. B. Evans undertook to raise the matter at the next RAD Forum meeting.
Cllr. B. Evans believed that in view of the ancillary costs involved in implementing the Tourism Grant it was advisable that the Finance Sub-Committee meet soon.   It was resolved to arrange a meeting before the date of the next Council Meeting.
4.5
Through glass screen:   Whilst it had been tentatively agreed that the optimum site for this item would be in the window of RDCS where it could be accessed by the public outside normal working hours, its exact location would need to be determined and agreed with RDCS.   Cllr. C. Evans explained that information could be fed to the screen in a variety of ways, as a live internet connection (e.g. to access Powys website and/or others) and/or information could be fed via a CD Rom (which would need maintenance to ensure the information remains current and adequate).   The choice of method of input would affect the running costs.   The Chairman proposed that it be left to Cllr. Evans and the Clerk to prepare a proposal for the optimum operating system.   It was resolved to do this.
Cllr. Evans and the Clerk to formulate a proposal for the optimum operating system for discussion at the next meeting.
4.6
YMCA Representative.   The Chairman called for a volunteer to act as the Council representative.   No response was forthcoming and it was decided to defer the matter for discussion at the next meeting.

4.7
Cwmdauddwr Community Centre.   A letter from the Treasurer  of the Prices Trust had been received on the day of the meeting in response to RTC’s letter expressing concern about the status of RTC’s representatives on the Trust.   It also contained information from the Charity Commission explaining the  role of trustees.   These items were copied to all Councillors in attendance.   Cllrs. Davies and B. Evans were content to continue as Council representatives and accepted that by doing so they would be also Trustees.   It was believed that Cllr. Price (who was not in attendance) also wished to continue as representative.

The Clerk to inform the Trust that Cllrs. Davies, B. Evans and Price will continue as RTC representatives.
Cllr. Lloyd informed the Council that the Trust could acquire a stair lift for access to the Council chamber in the Old School at a cost of £3,000.   He wished to give advance warning to Councillors that there was a likelihood that since the Council were the only users of the chamber the Trust would probably seek 
assistance with the funding for the lift from RTC, possibly in the region of £1,500.   Cllr. Davies declared an interest, but wished to point out that in addition to the lift the electrical wiring needed attention.   It was resolved to defer the matter to the next meeting to be discussed if RTC is approached for funding.
Cllr. Narborough requested that, as an interim measure, the bottom steps be painted white because as they were at present he had great difficulty in seeing them when descending. 
Cllr. Lloyd to request this be carried out.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.3
PCC: Development & Public Rights of Way Guide.  Cllr. J. Jones to study this document.

5.5
John Watkins: Tannery Field.   Councillors noted that items referred to were not the property of RTC and the field was in Nantmel, hence they had no authority to comment.

The Clerk to acquaint Mr. Watkins of the Council’s position.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)

5.7
Gwastedyn Group of Churches: TIC proposal.   It was resolved that this topic was too involved to be dealt with here under correspondence and should be put on the agenda for the next meeting.
Since the Agenda had been prepared five further items of correspondence had been received.   It was resolved to consider them at this meeting.

5a)
An e-mail had been received from County Cllr. Tyler about the feasibility of taking the Community Centre part of the Leisure Centre Complex back into community hands.   Cllr. D. Evans proposed that County Cllr. Tyler be invited to meet with some of the Council to discuss the matter in detail.   This was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and agreed unanimously.   Initially Cllrs. Humphreys, 
C. Evans, D. Jones, J. Jones, Narborough with the Clerk in attendance were suggested.

The Clerk to put the proposal to County Cllr. Tyler.
5b)
PCC:  Notification of Recycling payment of £1,239.95 (this includes an amount owing from the previous quarter) - noted.
5c)
PCC:  Notification of commencement of resurfacing works in South Street detailing the period of nightly closure - noted.

5d)
PCC:  e-mail notice of extension of temporary closure of U1257 – noted.
5e)
PCC:  School Closure Proposals and notice of consultation period.   Councillors understood that Llangurig had already accepted the decision and so the proposals did not have a relevance to RTC.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

6.1 PR659100 – Full: Alterations and extensions to form enlarged kitchen and garden room with first floor dormer to form enlarged bathroom, Llwyn Leloc, Y Maes, Rhayader.
Cllr. Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. D. Jones proposed that this application be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. M. Rowe and carried unanimously.
6.2 PR613201- Full: Erection of a pair of semi-detached houses (retrospective), Nos. 1 &2, Water Lane, Rhayader.  The Clerk had been informed that not all the conditions  attached to the original planning approval had been carried out in time and so new permission had to be sought.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that this application be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones and carried unanimously.
6.3 PR226911 – Advert: Display of 1 fascia sign and 1 double sided projecting sign, Spa Store, Tegid House, Rhayader. Cllr. B. Evans proposed that this application be approved.   This was seconded by 
Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

7.1 £173.60 – PCC - Overdue cost of hire for 2 discos.  Paid – For info only. – noted.  

7.2 £17.60 - Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
7.3 £59.97 - George McManus – work & materials on North Street island.   Agreed.
7.4
£275 – Clerks invoice – June.   Agreed.
Three further invoices had been received:

£70.00 – PCC – hire for May Disco.   Agreed.
£35.00 – George McManus – work & extra compost for planting troughs.   Agreed.

£121.59 - Rhayader Fruit & Veg – plants and compost for troughs.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr. Humphreys had been approached by Brian and Barbara Lawrence with a suggestion that  the date stone (1867) from over the old Rhayader School, which is in their possession, be put on display to mark the  site of the school.   They noted that there appears to be a small strip of land between the bungalows in Maes-yr-Ysgol and the adjoining property and suggested that a hole could be cut on the fence by the pavement to allow the stone to be seen and a suitable historical reference displayed with it.   It was unanimously agreed that this was a great idea which would retain a link with the Town’s history.   It was resolved to determine the owner of the land and seek permission to put the stone on permanent display.

The Clerk to contact Evan George of Mid-Wales Housing Association. 
Cllr Humphreys suggested that this year’s Best Kept Garden contest should now be advertised.   Councillors agreed that it would be ideal to announce the winner on Carnival Day.

Cllr. J. Jones stated that there was an ash tree hanging over the road near the bridge by Nantmadog.   He believed it to be a potential hazard and suggested that it was either on PCC or Elan Valley Trust land.

The Clerk to contact Glyn Gerrard and/ the Trust.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Finance Sub-Committee report.
2. Tourism Grant etc.

3. Thru Glass Screen.

4. Method of election of Officers.

5. Churches proposal for TIC.

6. YMCA representative.

7. Town Guide
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 11th July 2007
The meeting closed at  9.50p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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