20th February 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2008 AT  7PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	E. Narborough

D. Jones
J. Jones
	A. Lewis
L. Price.

J. Rowe
	G. Williams.

C.R. Davies,
M. Lloyd

	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES:  Cllr. M. Rowe
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meetings held on 16th January 2008 and 23rd January 2008.   It was resolved that these be accepted as true records.   
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Minutes 16th January: 
4. Bryntitli Fund: Rhayader& DistrictVintage Show Committee:   It was resolved that the letter sent by RTC did indeed comply with the Council’s instructions to the Clerk and was not his personal opinion.   Councillors expressed satisfaction in the Clerk’s actions.

Cllr. Williams informed that the Telecentre has now received funding spread over 3 years.
 Minutes 23rd January:
4.1 The Clock:  Since the agenda was prepares a reply and the requested information had been received from PCC which was copied to all Councillors present for comment at the at the next monthly meeting.  
4.5 Crosfield House:   Subsequent to the meeting between Mark Kerr and Cllrs. Humphreys, Narborough and Williams, County Cllrs. Tyler and D. Evans had taken part in talks in Cardiff and were to attend a further meeting.   It was believed that the future of the Home would be determined by the end of March.   It was resolved that no useful purpose would be served by robust publicity before the negotiations are complete.

4.7 Seat for Maes Mawr:  PCC will meet representative of RTC to consider the proposed position of seat.

Cllr. Price volunteered to meet the officer.
Urgent business-Street lighting reduction:    Cllr. Price spoke with the Street Lighting Manager at PCC who was willing to meet members of  RTC if requested.  Cllr. Price obtained a map showing the location of the lamps in Rhayader.   In line with RTC’s previous decision that residents should be involved in deciding what, if any changes are desired, the Press was asked to request that towns people having a view on the issue should contact the Council.   RTC could then determine its recommendations where or if lighting times should be reduced in line with the opinions of the public.
The Clerk to advise PCC of the Council’s decision.
Urgent business-Parking by 1 Cae Pwll:   Cllr Williams had approached the residents responsible.   They continue to refuse to comply with the Council’s request to park elsewhere. 
4. AGENDA ITEMS

Items 4.1 -Tourism Grant update,  4.2 - Thru Glass Screen &  4.3 - Maps for Notice Board were again discussed together:
Permission had been received from CADW to place the benches and tables at Rhayader Castle.   Ellie Jones was in the process of installing them and also the notice board by the Leisure Centre.
Cllr. C. Evans had informed PCC that RTC had so far incurred extra, unforeseen, costs in the course of installing the new items.   She had successfully  persuaded them to accept these costs as part of 

RTC’s commitment for the current Capital Grant expenditure.   In light of the amount of work already undertaken towards the Touch Screen Information Point, PCC had invited a second application to complete the Improvement Scheme.   Councillors discussed various items which would be desirable and it was agreed that Cllr. Evans (in conjunction with the Clerk if required) would compile the further application to include as many as could suitably be included.   It was resolved that RTC’s commitment as a result of a successful application should be a maximum of £3,000 net.  
Cllr C. Evans & the Clerk to prepare and submit an application as above.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. C. Evans for the amount of work she had put in and congratulated her on the outcome.   This was agreed by all Councillors present.
Concern was raised that the telephone number which was presently quoted in all promotional literature could, as a result of the likely changes of Rhayader TIC status, be discontinued.

The Clerk to seek assurances from PCC that the number would continue for the foreseeable future.
 4.4
Procedure for document review.  It was resolved to consider this item at the next monthly meeting.
Cllr. Narborough was reviewing a recently received Health Board document and will reply on RTC’s behalf.
Cllr. Narborough to reply as above.
4.5
Petition for A470.  It was resolved that the wording suggested by the Clerk was appropriate and copies should be circulated to as many organisations as possible for support.   Cllr. Williams volunteered to obtain contacts for local organisations.

Cllr. Williams & the Clerk to distribute copies as widely as possible in the area.
4.6 
Town website funding request by Rhayader 2000 Ltd.  Cllrs. Davies & D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   The request made no mention of the anticipated overall set up cost involved, the sum R2K were seeking from RTC or how the website would be managed and maintained.   When asked, Cllr. C. Evans guessed that the cost could possibly be, at the high end, in the region of £6,000.   In the light of these omissions, it was resolved to inform R2K that the Council supported the venture in principal but advise that no decision on financial assistance could be made until it is aware of all the facts.   If R2K considered that a letter to PCC from RTC would be of assistance, the Council is prepared to write. 
The Clerk to write to R2K as above.
4.7
The Post Office.   Councillors had complied with the letter from Roger Williams MP (item 5.10)  by sending the  Post Office support postcards as requested.

Cllr. Humphreys said that Martin was very pleased with the support he was receiving from locals.   It was remarked that as well as the Post Office being an essential service, the prices for other goods in the store were excellent value for money.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.8
Selection of Citizen of the Year 2008.    Nominations for four people had been received by the Council and also a late nomination which arrived on the Monday after the closing date on Friday.   It was resolved that this nomination be included.   More than one nomination had been made for some of the 
nominees.   Councillors made the selection by secret vote.   The fourth vote resulted in Ivy Dobbins being selected.   It was resolved to invite Ivy to the next monthly meeting to receive the award.

The Clerk to invite Mrs. Dobbins to the March meeting.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above, were noted.
Other correspondence received after the agenda was prepared and not mentioned above, was as follows:

Mr. S. Hulse: Requesting repair of pavement by Hafan Centre and cleaning of path from the car park.   The Clerk had passed the requests to PCC.
County Cllr. Gary Price: 2008 Local elections.   Noted.
WAG:  Details of requirements for Councillors to give a fresh undertaking to observe the Code of Conduct.   The Clerk had prepared a form to suit this requirement.

All Councillors to complete the form before 1st May 2008.
Tourism Group e-mail:  Invitation to the meeting with Gareth Thomas 27th February 2008.

One Voice Wales:  Invitation to renew Membership – Fee £239.   Agreed. 
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

6.1 P2008 048 – Listed Buildings & Conservation Area: Upgrade, alterations & 2 wooden signs, The Strand Café, Rhayader Powys.    Cllrs. Lloyd and Lewis declared an interest and left the room.   The application had been made retrospectively.   It was resolved that the application be accepted.

6.2 P2008 086 – Full: Erection of extension & alterations, Lamb & Flag, North Street Rhayader, Powys.   It was resolved to hold a site meeting to consider the application at 5 pm on 21st February 2008
6.3 P2008 0102 – Full: Change of use from light industrial to Builder’s Merchants with retail provision, Part unit B, Brynberth Industrial Estate, Rhayader, Powys.   It was resolved that the application be accepted.
6.4 Decision lists – November & December 2007.   Noted.
The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

7.1
£58 – Mid Wales Trophies – trophy (paid – information only).   Agreed

7.3
£25.90 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.

7.4
£275 – Clerk’s invoice February.   Agreed
7.5
£200 (£25 x 8) – Church grass cutting.   Agreed.

7.
FINANCE (CONT)
Additional items considered:

£260 - A. Thomas – tidying Recycling Area, July to December 2007.  Agreed
£655.36 – Swalec – Xmas lights Unmetered electricity.   Cllrs. B. Evans, D. Evans, Davies & Humphreys declared an interest.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Price informed the Council that the new “Safe Route to School” was due to start on Monday 25th February 2008 from the Leisure Centre car park to Bryntirion School incorporation a crossing point on St Harmon Road.
Cllr. J. Jones asked that PCC  be requested to repair the pot holes by Pont-ar-Elan.

The Clerk to contact PCC.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Planting of flower boxes
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 19th March 2008 and will commence with the presentation of the Citizen of the Year 2008 award.

The meeting closed at  9.20 p.m.  
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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