19th December 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR

THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	J. Jones

M. Lloyd
A. Lewis
	E. Narborough

L. Price

J. Rowe
	M. Rowe

G. Williams.



	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES:  Cllrs. C.R. Davies, D. Jones.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED:   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 21st November 2007.    Cllr. Lloyd proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
Rhayader School date stone:   Bryan Lawrence had provided a photograph of the old school which Jimmy Lloyd was happy to work from.   The Clerk reported that he had put Jimmy and Robert Dearson of Mid Wales Housing Association in touch with each other.

5.1  The Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency:    Kirsty Williams had spoken with Cllrs. Humphreys and Narborough at her recent surgery in Rhayader.   The approaches made by both herself and RTC had met with a blank refusal from the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency as had her letter to the deputy First Minister of WAG.   She suggested that RTC may be advised to consider presenting a petition to the National Assembly for Wales via the Petitions Committee.   Cllr. Narborough explained that using this approach had achieved turn around about Carno station and the Talgarth relief road.   Ms. Williams promised  to send information for this procedure to the Clerk.   To be discussed at next monthly meeting.

8. Urgent business:   The new PCC Highways Inspector, James Bevan had been supplied with contact details of Cllrs. Lloyd & D. Jones and vice versa in an effort to arrange to look at the items requiring attention.   Despite his attempts, Cllr. Lloyd had been unable to arrange a meeting.
Cllr. Lloyd to attempt to arrange a meeting as a matter of urgency.
4.6  Maintenance of Council owned property:  A reply from the supplier of the new seats indicated that the staining RTC is experiencing is the result of a natural process.   Councillors were not entirely convinced with this statement.   Cllr. Lloyd stated that previous seats had not aged in this manner and the new seats had not been installed very long.   He did not feel that the seats were of as good quality as those   previously purchased.   The supplier offered free issue sandpaper and stain and it was resolved to take up the offer as a first course of action. 

The Clerk to request the materials from the supplier. 
5.2  PCC:  The Clock, Rhayader:  Since the agenda was prepared a response from PCC had been received to RTC’s latest letter.   The Clerk distributed copies of both the PCC and RTC letters.   It was resolved to consider this at the next monthly meeting so that Councillors could study the matter at greater length.
5.12  Royal British Legion:  Crossfield House update:  Cllr. Lloyd reported that he had telephoned Janet Tyndale, Head of Care Services.   He had been unable to obtain further information but felt that the conversation had been very down-beat.   The Clerk had spoken to her PA who had promised to ring back about the suggestion of meeting with Ms. Tyndale, but had received no reply to date.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).
Cllr. Narborough said that Crossfield House had developed into a Residential/Care Home and now use agency nurses.
The letter from RBL had indicated that they wished to discuss resident funding with PCC, but County Cllr. Tyler pointed out that PCC Social Services had overspent by £2million and will not be in a position to discuss matters until February.   Cllr. D. Evans understood that RBL intended to spend £4½ - 5 million on a new home and would understandably wish that it be viable when complete.   Cllr. Lewis said that the future of Crossfield House is of major importance to Rhayader since it is a major employer in the area.   It was resolved to add Crossfield House to the next monthly agenda, and to write to Phil Robson, Mark Kerr, and M. Jones to request an update on the current position and as the Royal British Legion is a major employer in the town, RTC be involved in future discussions.   Meanwhile the invitation to RBL to meet Councillors should be followed up.
The Clerk to write to PCC & continue to press RBL for a meeting.
8 Urgent Business –Rhayader TIC:  After discussion, Cllr C. Evans had written the letter to Mr. Kerr. 
8 Urgent Business - footpath in Glangwy, Station Road:  Cllr. B. Evans was pleased to report that this had now been repaired.   The Clerk said that credit for this was due to County Cllr. Tyler who had chased  up PCC about it.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

Items 4.1 -Tourism Grant update,  4.2 - Thru Glass Screen &  4.3 - Maps for Notice Board were discussed together:
CADW had still not yet decided on RTC’s application to install seats and tables on the Castle site
Cllr. C. Evans had discussed progress and spending with Hazel Bowen (PCC).   With the ancillary work which RTC had undertaken in support of the items covered by the Grant costing some £3,000 to date,  Cllr. Evans suggested that the purchase of the Thru Screen be postponed until the after the end of the year. Hazel was very supportive of a further application for funding by the Council, but she would not know if it was possible until the end of January 2008.
In the absence of Carolyn Flynn, Cllr. Narborough had spoken with Shirley Jones of RDCS and expected a definitive answer on the location for the Thru Screen after Christmas.
Cllr. C. Evans said the Maps were taking longer to complete than had been anticipated.   The local map is not a problem but the Area map and the national map are proving to be more time consuming to progress.

Cllrs. C. Evans & Narborough to pursue the above as appropriate.
4.4 Comments on circulated documents.   Cllr. C. Evans said that to circulate consultative and other documents to the entire Council was proving to be too lengthy a process and suggested that categories of document subjects be allocated to small groups or even individual Councillors to comment on.   This suggestion was received with universal support.   It was resolved to determine appropriate allocations at the next monthly meeting.
Prior to the next meeting, all Councillors to consider which categories are appropriate to themselves.
4.5 All weather sports facility.   A copy of the letter from Rhayader & Cwmdauddwr Junior Football Club had been given to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   Considerable discussion ensued.   It was generally agreed that such a facility would be highly desirable but the financial implications were totally 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
outside of anything that RTC could unilaterally finance.   It was understood that the lack of a venue where the Club could train had presently been met by the generosity of the Rugby Club which was allowing 
them use of their facilities.

Cllr. Lewis had previously had discussions with a representative of the Sports Council who had been amazed at the amount of facilities already available in Rhayader, considering its size and population.   Because of this, he believed that no grant was likely to be forthcoming from them.

Cllr. Narborough agreed that a hard surface training area was a wonderful idea, but this area is somehow perceived to be an affluent area.   This was highlighted by the criteria for applications specified in the recent offer of free all weather football facilities.   He suggested that the following would certainly be involved and the list was not necessarily complete.

· Cost of the ground on a suitably level area,

· Cost of preparing the ground,
· Cost of lighting installation, maintenance,

· Power supply installation and running costs,

· ROSPA inspections,

· Security,

· Maintenance.

County Cllr. Tyler said that although the materials for the pitches was provided free, installation costs had amounted to £45,000.
Cllr Humphries said that to consider such a facility for juniors only was extremely short sighted, with the expense involved it should be available to all sections of the community.

Cllr. C. Evans wondered if the plans for sports facilities at Bryntirion School should not be re-visited.

Cllr. Narborough proposed that a letter be sent to the  Junior Football Club expressing support in principal to the suggestion but suggesting the Club investigate costings, a suitable location, suitable sources of grants etc. perhaps in partnership with other local organisations.  It may also be helpful if they enquire what was the outcome of the scheme previously suggested at the School.    The proposal was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to write to the Club as above.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.4  Rhayader YMCA: Copy of estimate for materials & thanks for funding promise.   As a result of this letter the promised sum of £500 had been paid.

5.6 Mid Wales Fire & Rescue Authority: Risk Reduction Plan.  Cllr. Narborough undertook to read this.
5.9, 5.10 & 5.11 One Voice Wales documents were all handed to Cllr. C. Evans.

5.12 PCC: Request for details of Precept for 2008/9.  This will be discussed at a extra meeting in January.

5.13 Rhayader Under 5’s: Request for funding.  The Clerk sent an application for Bryntitli Funding.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

6.1 PR632502 – Full: Change of use of old filling station (A3) to retail (A1), The Old Filling Station, Beehive Garage, Church Street, Rhayader.   Cllr. Humphries declared an interest in this application and left the room.   Cllr. Narborough proposed the application be approved.   Cllr. B. Evans seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.
6.2 PR664500 – Full: Erection of two storey extension, 40 Maes y Brenin, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. B. Evans proposed the application be approved.   Cllr. Lewis seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.   

6.3 PR664600 – Full: Extensions, replacement of existing windows, formation of a new secondary entrance with porch structure, various internal alterations, alteration to existing pathways and garden including resurfacing and lining of existing car park, Elan Hotel, West Street, Rhayader.   Four letters objecting to this application had been received by the Chairman and these were read out.   It was resolved to hold a Site meeting at 11am on Saturday 22nd December 2007 to discuss the application.
6.4
PR664800 – Listed Building Consent: Alteration of pedestrian access, Tabernacle Chapel, Bridge Street, Rhayader.  Cllr. Lloyd proposed the application be approved, Cllr. Lewis seconded the proposal and it was agreed unanimously.      
6.5
PR94408 – Advert: Installation of replacement advertisement signage comprising 1 fascia and 1 projecting internally illuminated signs, front elevation of Barclays Bank plc, West Street. Rhayader.

REFUSED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted
6.6
PR246904 – Outline: Erection of a single storey dwelling, Neuadd Wen, Cae Herbert Lane, Rhayader.
REFUSED - INFORMATION ONLY.  Noted
6.7 PR662400 – Full: Change of use of public telephone kiosk to form ATM and payphone, Adj. Farmers Market, North Street, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.  Noted
6.8 Weekly Lists 46,47, & 48/2007, Decision List – October 2007.
Two further applications had been received since the agenda was prepared:

PR665000 – Full: Demolition of dilapidated farm buildings and erection of dwelling and attached garage, Land off East Street, Rhayader.   It was resolved to discuss the application at the above Site meeting.

PR240815 – Full: Erection of 2 storey extension for new staircase, alterations to roof geometry, creation of first floor exhibition area, construction of external planting and alterations to the fenestration and internal layout, Carad, Unit 1, East Street, Rhayader.   There were no objections to the application.
The Clerk to inform PCC that RTC will require an extension to the expiry date for comments and pass all comments on after the Site meetings.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £275 – Clerk’s invoice December.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Price was concerned about the condition of the wall beside the land adjacent to Penygraig, Bridge Street.   Cllr. Lloyd said this was an item which he intended to take up with James Bevan when he could arrange the meeting.   Cllr Price was content to leave the matter in Cllr. Lloyds hands.
Cllr. Lloyd to bring the wall to the attention of James Bevan.
Cllr. Lewis reported that a lorry had mounted the bells by the Clock and broke one of RTC’s planters and its own brake disc.   No details of the lorry were recorded and Councillors agreed that compensation could not be sought from that source, but the incident highlighted the inadequacy of the bells as a protective barrier.

9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. The Clock.
2. Crossfield House.

3. A470 petition issues.

4. Procedure for document review.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

A closed meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 16th January 2008 to discuss the Precept requirements for 2008/2009 and the Bryntitli Applications. 
The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 23rd January 2008.

The meeting closed at  8.45 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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