19th September 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	E. Narborough

J. Jones

M. Lloyd
	A. Lewis
J. Rowe

M. Rowe
	G. Williams.

	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	
	


Ms. Carolyn Flynn had sent a letter to the Clerk on the day of the meeting indicating that she was not in a position to attend to respond on behalf of RAD Working Together.   The Clerk issued a copy to all Councillors present.
1. APOLOGIES: C.R. Davies, D. Jones, L. Price.
Cllr. Humphreys thanked those who had attended the Civic Service and was pleased to announce that the collection had raised £240, which had been split between the Rhayader St. John and the Church.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the site meeting on 23rd August 2007 and the monthly meeting on 22nd August 2007.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed that those for the site meeting be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Rowe and carried unanimously.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that those for the monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. M. Lloyd and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.2  Tourism Grant etc:  Cllr. B. Evans reported that Karl Sylvester had repainted the street furniture which had been damaged by the application of adhesive tape.   Cllr. Evans had the invoice for £25 for the work which was addressed to Carad.   It was resolved to forward it to Carad.
The Clerk to forward the invoice to Carad.
5.3  PCC Highways Signing Proposals:  Cllr B. Evans reported that PCC had agreed to add “Reservoirs” to the signs where appropriate, but they still refused to include reference to the Clock.   He had been informed that the signs would be installed as part of a rolling programme.   Cllr. D. Evans congratulated Cllr. B. Evans on his achievement in reaching this agreement with PCC.   Notwithstanding their endorsement of this sentiment, Councillors resolved that PCC be informed that RTC wished for the Clock to be included on signs, not as tourist information, but to indicate that it was a potential obstacle/hazard to HGV’s wishing to join the A44 from either South or North Street.

Cllr. Lloyd asked if any progress had been indicated about decreasing the parking bay by the Strand or the provision of taller bollards by the Clock.   The Clerk was unaware that a request specifically for taller bollards had been made, and was not aware of any impending action to shorten the parking bay.   

The Clerk to convey RTC’s wishes about the inclusion of the Clock on any new signage and request for alterations to PCC.
5.6  RAD Forum etc:  Cllr. B. Evans reported that he had attended a meeting of Rad Working Together the previous evening.   He believed that all there was a genuine desire to work with RTC.   He also informed 

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).
Cllr. Williams that RAD understood that she was also a nominated representative of RTC on the Forum.   Cllr Williams was unaware of this fact, but expressed her willingness to be so.   The issue was discussed at length.   Cllr. Humphreys suggested that prior to extending any further invitations to RAD, RTC’s representative should go back to RAD with the Council’s concerns.   It was resolved to take this approach. 
Cllrs. B. Evans and G. Williams to discuss the concern with RAD and report back.
It was further resolved that at the next PCC Liaison Meeting , Cllrs C. Evans, D. Evans and County Cllr. Tyler should discuss the interaction of Community Forums with the PCC and Community Councils.
Cllrs C. Evans, D. Evans and County Cllr. Tyler to report back after their meeting.
Town benches:   Karl Sylvester informed Cllr. Evans that the  benches had previously been treated with polyurethane and it would be  unsuitable to use the preservative which had been used on the plant troughs.   Cllr Lloyd proposed that Karl be asked to give a price for treating them with polyurethane and subject to the Council’s usual limit asked to do the job.   This was seconded by Cllr. Evans and carried unanimously.
Cllr. B. Evans to contact Karl Sylvester as proposed.
Damage in Waun Capel Parc:   No replies had been received to date from PCC or the Parc Trust on the issue of wanton vandalism at the Parc.   Councillors discussed the issue at length particularly the role and attitude of the police i.e. the CPO is not available outside “office hours” and an there is an apparent lack of enthusiasm by police officers to stamp down on the problem.   It was believed that there is yet again another Inspector in charge of policing Rhayader.   It was resolved to invite the Inspector and the Rhayader CPO to meet with the Council to discuss the best way forward to resolve the ongoing problem of vandalism.
The Clerk to issue an invitation as detailed above.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1 External Audit.   The external auditor had raised two issues in the report (item5.9):
a)  The Fidelity Guarantee insurance appeared to be insufficient to cover RTC’s balances at 31st March 2007 and the anticipated precept payment in April 2007.

b)   There were assets on the register without a value shown and therefore their value was not included in the return.
In respect of item a), the Clerk had arranged that Zurich Municipal to raise the level of Fidelity Guarantee from £50,000 to £70,000.   He was pleased to report that this did not incur any increase in premium.

In respect of item b), Councillors resolved to put a total value of £2,000 on the furniture and cups own by the Council and add the Consorts chain at a value of £500.
Cllr. Narborough proposed that the Annual Return be approved and accepted by the Council.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to display the Notice of Conclusion of Audit and arrange for the requisite information to be made available at the offices of Russell Baldwin & Bright.
4.2
Tourism Grant update.   No agreement had yet been reached wit Cadw, but the Clerk had arranged to meet Dr. Sian Rees at the Castle site at 3pm on Friday 28th September to discuss RTC’s proposals.   Any Councillors wishing to attend would be welcome.
4.3
Thru Glass Screen.   Cllr. C. Evans stated that she was in contact with PCC but to date had been unable to resolve the issue.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.4
Maps for the Notice Board.   Cllr. C. Evans stated that she was awaiting quotations.
4.5 Flags.   As the flagpoles were now installed, the Clerk had obtained quotations for flags as follows:
2 each Welsh, Union and EEC flags, 6 feet x 3 feet. 
Knitted Polyester with D-rings - suitable for flying in a gentle breeze - £24.00 each.
Traditional sewn woven polyester, roped & toggled (said to be more robust) – Welsh - £58.00, Union – £49.00 and EEC - £56.00 each.   Cllr B. Evans suggested the heavier duty flags be selected.   It was resolved that 2 Welsh and 2 Union flags should be ordered.
The Clerk to order the flags as specified.
Cllr D. Evans said that the flagpoles had been installed in the wrong position, but the consensus of opinion was that they were in the positions specified at the last site meeting called to discuss their positions.

4.6
Old School disability improvements.   Cllr. B. Evans and Cllr. Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   The letter from Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre which was deferred from the August meeting was discussed at length.   Cllr. Narborough understood that installing the proposed stair lift to the Council Chamber would entail considerable alterations because it would need to fixed to a solid wall and so the stairs would need to be reversed and a new access made to the room. Cllr. C. Evans was concerned that the main door could not be accessed by wheelchairs and thus even with the stair lift in place, the Chamber would not comply with disability access requirements.   Cllr. Narborough pointed out that people who were wheelchair bound may not be able to use it nor transport the chair upstairs unassisted.   Cllr. D. Evans was not happy to spend public funds to enable the chamber to have disabled access when it was solely used by the Council.   He believed that the Council should move downstairs into a larger space which could also be used by other members of the public.   Cllr. C. Evans suggested that RTC needed to view the overall proposals for the building before deciding what funds to donate and for what purpose.
It was resolved to request that the overall scheme be explained by the Trust to Cllrs. Narborough and      C. Evans who would then report back to enable the Council to have a more informed debate.

The Clerk to seek such a meeting with the Trust.
4.7
Finance Sub Committee recommendations.   Councillors had been provided with a prediction for the Current Account based on the assumption that likely costs incurred by implementing the improvement scheme would have to be made prior to receiving the 3rd stage of the precept.   It also took no account of any unforeseen demands which may occur.   The Sub Committee recommended that, as it had been agreed at the January meeting to make up any short fall from the Reserve and Maintenance Account, £2,000 should be transferred to the Current Account to ensure it remained in credit.   Cllr. C. Evans proposed that the transfer be made.   This was seconded by Cllr, M. Rowe and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange the transfer of funds.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on (other than items mentioned above) were as follows:

5.10  ChildLine Cymru: Application for support.   It was generally agreed that this was an extremely deserving cause, but in line with the Council’s recent resolution to consider applications for Funding nearer the end of the financial year, it was resolved to explain the situation to the applicant and suggest they reapply in February 2008.

The Clerk to inform the applicant of the Council’s decision.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.11  The British Heart Foundation: Request to “adopt” the Xmas tree.   As neither Xmas tree is  organised by RTC, the Council could not acquiesce to the request.   Cllr. Humphreys (Chairman of the Rhayader Christmas Tree Committee) stated that due to its position in the roadway, it would not be advisable to allow the public to attach objects to their tree.   Cllr. B. Evans volunteered to bring the request to the attention of the Cwmdauddwr Tree Committee. 
5.12  WAG: Consultation – Local Vision, Preparing Community Strategies.   The document will be circulated by Councillors.
A letter from a group of parents of pupils attending Bryntirion School had been received since the agenda had been drawn up.   No traffic calming measures are in place in St Harmon Road and  they are concerned for the safety of children needing to cross unless accompanied by adults.   They requested that RTC install a “safe place to cross”.   Councillors recognised that such measures are provided by PCC not RTC, but were very sympathetic to the request.   Cllr Narborough proposed that PCC be requested to take  appropriate action and a letter of support be sent to the parents to explain the situation.   It was resolved to do so.
The Clerk to write as above.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.
6.1 PR6660400 - Full: Erection of first floor extension to house new kitchen and dining area No. 3 Dolgerddon, East Street, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
6.2 PR226912 - Consent to display advertisement: Display of 2 no. fascia signs, Spar Store, Tegid House, West Street, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
6.3 PR658100 - Conservation Area Consent: Removal of chimney to side of property (west elevation) and new flue pipe to be installed within existing chimney to rear of property, the Vicarage, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
6.4 PR244401 – Full: Erection of an extension to existing dwelling, Mafeking, Triangle, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY. – Noted.
6.5 PR662400 – Full: Change of use of public telephone kiosk to form ATM and payphone, Adj. Farmers Market, North Street, Rhayader.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed the application be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s decision.
Three further applications had been received since the agenda was prepared:

PR 276801 – Full: Erection of single dwelling, land to rear of 2 Caemelin, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.

PR662600 – Full: Replacement changing room, toilets and store building, The Groe, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader.

6.
PLANNING(CONT)
PR 398901 – Full: Erection of one bedroom bungalow and double garage, rear garden of Gwinllan, off Maes-y-Deri, Rhayader.
It was resolved to consider all three at site meetings on Friday 21st September commencing at 5pm.

7.
FINANCE

7.1 £25.19 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.

7.2 £1,522.80 - Elwyn Jones & Sons – work to date on tourism improvements.   Agreed.

7.3 £358.38 – BDO Stoy Hayward - Annual Audit.   Agreed.

7.4 £275 – Clerk’s invoice September.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

The Clerk had obtained a quotation of £85, from Leonard Tawn of Hereford, to supply a brass plaque to attach near the date stone from the old Rhayader School.  Brian Lawrence had compile the details for Cllr. Humphreys.   Councillors considered that this was too expensive and resolved that a précis of the wording and a new quote sought after the Council approved the shorter version.
Cllr. Williams sought approval to buy bulbs to plant in the containers by the Clock.   It was resolved that she do this with the proviso that the total cost should not exceed £25.

Cllr. Lewis reported that a foul smelling lorry had passed through the Town on Monday afternoon (17th September 2007).   It was leaking liquid which was believed to be from dead animal matter on to the road.   The smell pervaded over a considerable area for a long time.   It was resolved to contact the appropriate authorities to ensure that they are aware of the incident and to determine what action is being taken to ensure that this remains an isolated incident which will not be repeated.
The Clerk to contact Defra and PCC Trading Standards.
Cllr. J. Jones had received several complaints that the bus services now provided were proving to be unsatisfactory to users.   The size of buses was inadequate which resulted in crowding at times, the service was not reliable and sometimes buses did not turn up.    This was wholly inadequate in a rural community which, at best, only had a minimal service provided.   Cllr. Narborough said that timetables appeared to be unavailable to people in the area.   Cllr. D. Evans understood that PCC were attempting to address the problem in their area.   It was resolved to write to PCC to seek assurance that the shortfalls in the public transport service would be urgently redressed.
Councillors were told that a new dial a ride service is being operated by Simon Price.

The Clerk to write to PCC as above.
Cllr. J Jones reported that the telephone line by Glanllyn, which had been hanging down for a considerable time, was now on the road.   It was resolve to acquaint BT of this fact.

The Clerk to contact BT.
Cllr J. Rowe reported that due to falling levels of support the October dance had been cancelled.  
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING:      No Business was proposed.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:     The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 24th October 2007.
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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