19th March 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19TH MARCH 2008 AT  7PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
	C.R. Davies
D. Jones

	J. Jones
E. Narborough
	L. Price.
M. Rowe


Before the meeting Citizen of the Year 2008, Mrs Ivy Dobson, was presented with the award.
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. D. Evans, J. Rowe, A. Lewis, M. Lloyd, G. Williams
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 20th February 2008 and the site meeting on 21st February 2008.   It was resolved that these be accepted as true records.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Minutes20th February:
Minutes 23rd January: Urgent business-Street lighting reduction:   Subsequent to RTC’s request via the press, Councillors had received a few verbal comments from members of the public.   The consensus of opinion of those commenting appeared to be that they were satisfied with the situation as it exists.   No requests for change were received.   It was resolved to inform PCC of these facts.

The Clerk to inform PCC as above.
TIC telephone number:   Gareth Thomas of  PCC confirmed that the present number would continue to be redirected to Builth Wells TIC when Rhayader TIC closed on 31st March 2008.   He also agreed that the  e-mail address: tourism@powys.gov.uk could be used on literature produced by Rhayader.   Councillors were pleased with the news about contact details, but had been previously assured by Mark Kerr, Chief Executive of PCC, that provision of tourism information would be achieved through PCC Customer Services Section located in the existing TIC.   It was resolved to ask Mr. Kerr for an explanation.
The Clerk to contact Mr. Kerr.
4.5 Petition for A470:   The Clerk wished to thank Cllr. Williams who had produced a list of 24 contacts for local organisations and delivered letters and blank sheets to each one.
4.7 The Post Office   Cllr. Narborough had arranged to attend a forum, organised by Post Office Ltd, on behalf of RTC.   It now transpires that Rhayader is not scheduled to be closed and as a result of discussions with Martin at the Post Office, it was decided that his attendance would not be of benefit. 

4. AGENDA ITEMS
The Clerk apologised for duplicating an item on the agenda (Items 4.2& 4.4).   Item 4.4 therefore omitted.
4.1
Tourism Grant update.   Hazel Bowen had agreed that it was acceptable to include all items listed by Cllr. C. Evans on the new grant application.   The application would been submitted in the very near future.   Cllr. Evans suggested that, as the time frame is too short to obtain further planning permission, some new items should initially replace those existing and subsequently applications be submitted for replacement.   It was resolved to adopt this approach.   The Chairman thanked Cllr. Evans for all the work she was undertaking.
4.2
Procedure for document review.   Cllr. C. Evans had produced a list of portfolio areas based on the
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

types of documents historically received for review by the Council.   Suggested names were attached, to be finalised at the next monthly meeting.
4.3
Town website funding request by Rhayader 2000Ltd.   Further to the original request a web designer had been selected from a short list of four who, it was judged, was the most suitable.   The shortfall in funding was £1,950 and this amount was now sought from RTC.   Cllr. Davies declared an interest and took no part in discussions, but was available to answer specific points when asked. 
R2K also requested the payment of £1,000 towards brochure printing costs which the Council had agreed at the meeting on 21st November 2007 to pay from the Recycling Account.   It was resolve to make this payment as specified.

The Clerk to make the payment of £1,000 from the Recycling Account before the end of the financial year.
Considerable discussion ensued about the amount of funding to be given towards the cost of the website and from which account it should be taken.   It was resolved to make a grant of the full £1,950 but that the decision on when to pay it and from which account, should be decided by the Finance Sub-Committee.   The Sub- Committee agreed to meet at 7pm on Wednesday 26th March 2008.
The Clerk to make the payment of £1,950 as instructed by the Finance Sub-Committee. 
Cllr. J. Jones excused himself and left the meeting.
4.5
The Clock – comments on distributed literature.   Councillors noted the comments made by PCC but were not entirely convinced that the protection afforded by the bells was “generally successful” as stated.   However in light of PCC’s reluctance to enhance them, it was resolved to accept the existing arrangement at least until the proposed alteration to parking is installed and tested.   It was further resolved to request that RTC be kept informed of the progress on this scheme.
The Clerk to request information from PCC.
4.6
Planting of flowerboxes.   In view of the changeable weather, it was considered it may not be wise to plant the boxes at the moment.   It was agreed that they would be better if they were more “showy”.   It was resolved to seek the advice of George McManus on what to plant and when would be the best time for him to do it.
Cllr. Davies volunteered to contact George on the matter.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:

5.4  Local Health Board:  Offer for representative to meet Council.   It was resolved to take up the offer, but to convene a special meeting rather than incorporate it into a monthly meeting.
The Clerk to seek dates when a Board representative would be available to meet RTC.
5.6  PCC:  Remittance advice – Recycling:   Concern was expressed that the breakdown which used to accompany payments appeared to have been discontinued.

The Clerk to request that breakdown statements be re-introduced to the future.
5.14  Holly Elias & Laura Simms:  Seeking funding:   Whilst it has been the custom to reject requests for grants to individuals, this request indicated that a grant would be used towards equipment.   The  request was endorsed by the District Commissioner for Elan Guiding and it was resolved to ask her for details of the required equipment and whether it could be reused.   The request could then be determined.

The Clerk to seek information about the equipment from the District Commissioner.
5. CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)

5.16  M. Bufton:  Parking in Dark Lane:   The writer’s concerns were noted, however Councillors were not of the opinion that yellow lines were appropriate in this vicinity.

The Clerk to reply with RTC’s view.
5.17   Scope (was Spastics Society):  Appeal for house to house collectors.

The Clerk to pass this to RDCS.
Other correspondence received after the agenda was prepared was noted except: 

One Voice Wales: Nomination of persons to attend Buckingham Palace garden party.   The Chairman had already attended such a function, and it was resolved to nominate Cllr Narborough if possible.  

The Clerk to enquire if Cllr. Narborough is eligible and if so complete the application.
6.
PLANNING

The following application was received after the agenda was prepared:

P20080305 – Full: Demolition of existing conservatory & erection of single storey conservatory, utility & shower room extension, Parkstile, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.

There were no objections to this application.

The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s decision.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £239 – One Voice Wales –membership renewal (paid – information only).   Noted
7.2  £41.60 – Office Solutions (Wales) - office supplies.   Agreed
7.3  £140 - Cwmdauddwr Community Education Centre - rent.   Agreed

7.4  £275 – Clerk’s invoice March.   Agreed

7.5  £50 – C.R. Baker – Petty cash.   Agreed
7.6  £964.67 – Elwyn Jones & Sons – Completion of installation etc.   This invoice was £182 + VAT in excess of the original estimates, but included costs of installing an extra flagpole, work caused by CADW’s intervention at the Castle & removal of the remains of the old “witch’s hat”.  Payment agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Replacement signs at Maes-y-Brenin have incorrect spelling.   It is believed that they were erected by PCC Housing.

The Clerk to contact PCC to request the spelling is rectified.
Councillors wished to congratulate Phil Woosnam on his appointment to Deputy Chairman of the Finance Sub-Committee of the European Football League.

Cllr. B. Evans reported that the new drainage and associated kerbing by the Groe were not effectively installed to work as intended.
Cllr. Evans to contact PCC to request that the work is rectified.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING.
No new items were proposed.
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next monthly meeting will be held at7.30 p.m. Wednesday 23rd April 2008.
The meeting closed at  9. 15 p.m.
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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