18th June 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH JUNE 2008 AT 7.30PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies
B. Evans

C. Evans
	D.O. Evans

J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

	A. Lewis
M. Lloyd
E. Narborough
	L. Price
M. Rowe



1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. G. Williams, County Councillor K. Curry.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the monthly meeting held on 21st May 2008 and the special meeting held on 12th June 2008.   It was resolved that both be accepted as a true record.   
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Further to the special meeting a quotation of £1095 had been obtained to cover the cost of a 49 seater coach and the 2 drivers required for the trip to Pall Mall on 26th June 2008.   The GMB Union had suggested that the cost be shared equally between themselves and RTC.   This was unanimously agreed and it was resolved to make the payment from the Recycling Account when it was required.   Several Councillors expressed a desire to take part if they were able to make suitable arrangements.   Cllr. Davies agreed to co-ordinate with the staff at Crosfield House. 
Further to the meeting on 21st May:
Rhayader TIC:  The resolution to approach PCC with RTC’s request had been overtaken by County Cllr. Curry’s information given at the special meeting on 5th June which appeared to cover the issue.
Cllr. Lewis had heard that Social Care were seeking to use the TIC location.   This could have an adverse effect on the plan to resurrect the TIC.   However it was resolved to ask the Press to publicise that RTC welcomed the news that PCC intended to reopen the TIC in its old location.
8. Broken manhole etc:   Cllr Price had arranged told James Bevan that Cllrs. J. Jones, D. Jones and herself were eager to tour the Town as previously requested.   She had had no date for this and undertook to request he meet as a matter of urgency.
Cllr. Price to re-contact James Bevan.
5.5Local Development Plan meeting.     Cllrs. D. Evans and J. Jones attended the meeting. Cllr. Evans believed that this was an issue with which RTC will want serious involvement.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Co-option of Councillor.   There were 3 applicants who wished to be considered: Miss Jackie Connelly, Mr. James Stuart and Mr. William (Wiz) Davies.    On a vote James Stuart was selected by an overall majority.   It was resolved to offer the position to Mr. Stuart.
The Clerk to contact Mr. Stuart & subject to his acceptance, write to the unsuccessful applicants.
4.2  Code of Conduct – feedback from training session.   This information had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.   It was regarded as a useful reference document.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.3  Tourism Grant update.  Cllr. C. Evans said that everything was on track but further installation work needed to be done as a matter of urgency.   The maps for the triangular notice board were not entirely satisfactory.   However they could be used for other boards and replaced by more suitable versions.   The Touch Screen is due to arrive for installation on Friday but an extra socket may be required in the Arches.   Cllr. Davies agreed to contact Ellie Jones to ensure he is totally aware of RTC’s requirements.   The outstanding £2,500 from the first grant had been paid into RTC’s account and a further £8,000 approx was expected to be paid during the following week.
Cllr. Davies to liaise with Ellie Jones to ensure the work is done as quickly as possible.
4.4  Risk Assessments.  It was resolved to accept the Risk Assessment & Management (Financial) prepared by the Clerk and distributed at the May meeting as an adequate management tool to safeguard the Council’s finances.
Cllr. B. Evans believed that RTC would be well advised to prepare risk assessments to manage the potential hazards presented by its assets.   The Clerk said that there will be extra items as a result of the Tourism Capital Grant to be added to the Asset Register and there were, allegedly, items belonging to RTC which he had not included on the because he had found no proof of ownership. He requested a sub committee be set up to investigate any such items, determine ownership, and devise adequate risk management processes to all RTC’s assets.   It was resolved to establish the “Asset Management Sub Committee” to carry out these functions.   The sub committee to comprise: Cllrs. B. Evans, L. Price, 

D. Evans, E. Narborough and the serving Mayor. 
4.5  Bus Shelter by the Old School.  A letter had been received from Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre (Item 5.7 on the agenda), informing the Council that as part of their proposed extension, the existing bus shelter will need to be demolished.   They make the assumption that the land on which it is built belongs to RTC and seek their permission to demolish the shelter and replace it with a contemporary one near the kerb (for which they do not intend to be assume responsibility for on going maintenance).    Councillors were unaware of the ownership of the land or the shelter and were not entirely convinced that a contemporary design would be appropriate for this location.   It was resolved that before any decision could be taken ownership must be determined.   As an initial step RTC should attempt to clarify these points with PCC and to inform the Centre of this intentions.
Cllr. Price to check with PCC & the Clerk to inform the Centre.
4.6  Council representatives on the Old School Management Committee.  A letter had been received from Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre (Item 5.6 on the agenda), informing the Council that the 3 representative nominated by RTC will serve on the School Management Committee only and not be Trustees, or have links or responsibilities to any of the supporting Charities.   On this basis only 2 Councillors were prepared to accept the role: Cllrs. L. Price and J. Jones.   It was resolved therefore that RTC should presently only have these 2 representatives on the Committee.
The Clerk to inform the Centre of the Councils decision and the identity of the representatives. 
4.7  A470 petition – next step?  Kirsty Williams had asked the Mayor what progress had been made with the petition.   He had informed her that the Crosfield House issue had taken precedence due to its urgency and economic importance to the Town.   It was resolved to defer this issue until the July meeting.
4.8  Crosfield House update.   Cllr. C. Evans reported that as well as the photo opportunity that morning, BBC Wales had turned up to interview, by invitation, 2 residents inside the Home.   The Manager was not 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
in favour and contacted head office.   Since they had been invited by the 2 people in person the BBC felt justified for using the interview.   Cllr. Evans reported that the Director General of the R BL had agreed to meet with Jerry Wilkinson and herself after the meeting with PCC.   It was unanimously agreed that Cllr. Evans was totally conversant with the situation and was by far the best suited Councillor to represent RTC.   Roger Williams MP would be handing in the petition.   The concerted effort by all except RBL was to request that the consultation period be extended.   It is understood that despite requesting them, PCC had not been provided with any facts & figures for the home.
Gareth Lewis, a member of the RBL trustees,  in reply to the invitation to visit Rhayader, said he was totally aware of the quality of the Home, as were other Trustees, but he guaranteed to ensure his fellow Trustees had sight of the information provided by RTC.   By telephone to Cllr. Narborough he declare that he was very concerned with the “dis-information” given to Trustees by RBL.
4.9  Licence Agreement - land by the Mace.  Cllr. Lloyd declared a prejudicial interest and left the room.   As only Cllr. M. Rowe and the Clerk had seen the draft Licence Agreement provide by Mr. Wyn Lloyd and the plans referred to had not been made available to RTC, it was resolved to defer it to the July meeting a the Clerk to provide copies to all Councillors.
The Clerk to obtain the plans & copy to all Councillors.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above and below, were noted.

5.1  PCC: Trees & Flowerbeds.   Councillors were pleased to learn the trees in Maes-y-Nant were in hand and noted that the North Street beds had now been planted.   They were concerned that trees on PCC ground were obstructing pedestrians in East Street.

The Clerk to contact the Helpdesk.
5.5  PCC: request for Cae James street names.   Despite the layout of the development, Councillors were of the opinion that the whole road system should carry the name Cae James.   It was resolved to confirm with PCC that this approach is acceptable.

The Clerk to phone PCC as above to ensure that this approach is acceptable.
5.11  Western Power Distribution: Consultation & Business Plan.

Cllr B. Evans agreed to comment on this item.
5.14  Childline Cymru: Request for funding.   It was remarked that last year it had been resolved to only consider requests for funding twice a year - around March and October.   It was conceded that last year expected spending towards the Tourism Capital Grant had been one of the reasons for this decision.   Cllr. D. Evans remarked that despite that decision the Council should also maintain a flexible approach to funding when appropriate.  It was resolved to make a donation of £50 from the Recycling A/c. 
The Clerk to arrange for the donation to be made.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2008 0738 Full: Change of use of part of first floor from restaurant (A3) to hotel bedrooms (C1), erection of rear ground floor extension to provide toilets and fire exit, recladding of part of rear elevation at first floor level, The Strand, East Street, Rhayader, Powys.

This item was considered with item 6.2 below because it applied to the same property.

6.
PLANNING (CONT)

6.2 P2008 0740 LBC: Change of use of part of first floor from restaurant to hotel bedrooms, erection of rear ground floor extension to provide toilets and fire exit, recladding of part of rear elevation at first floor level, The Strand, East Street, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllrs. Lewis, Lloyd & Rowe declared a prejudicial interest and left the room.

Cllr. Price proposed these applications be approved.   This was seconded by Cllr Narborough and carried unanimously.

6.3 P2008/0032  Full: Advertisement: display of non illuminated fascia British Red Cross Society, Central Building, West Street, Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.4
P2008/0086 Full: erection of extension & alterations, Lamb & Flag Inn, North Street, Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.5
P2008/0102 Full: Change of use from light industrial to Builder’s Merchants with retain provision, Part Unit B, Brynberth Industrial Estate, Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.6
P2008/0305 Full: Demolition of existing conservatory & erection of single storey conservatory, utility & shower room extension, Parkstile, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader. 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.7
P2008/0433 Full: Demolition of existing ground floor flat roofed utility block, construction of new WC, utility & dining extension.   Construction of 2 no new bedrooms with ensuite above existing garage, 10 Cae Glas, Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.
6.8
P2008/0435 Outline: erection of a dwelling.   Part of garden at Neuadd Wen, Caeherbert Lane, Rhayader.

PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted.     
6.9
PR240815 Full: Erection of 2 storey extension for new staircase, alterations to roof geometry, creation of first floor exhibition area, construction of external planting & alterations to the fenestration & internal layout, Carad, Units 1-2, East Street Industrial Estate, Rhayader, 
PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.   Noted. 
6.10 Decision List for April 2008.   Noted.
Since the agenda was prepared the following had been received: Request to PCC from St Clement’s Parochial Church Council for permission to fell a Scots Pine in St Clements churchyard.   There were no objections to felling this tree in the interest of safety, but Councillors were concerned about the gradual depletion of trees in the area and expressed the wish that a hardwood tree be planted in its stead.

The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions. 
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £72.92 - Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed

7.2  £275 – Clerks invoice – June.   Agreed.

Two further items had been received since the agenda had been prepared:

7.
FINANCE (CONT)
£172.82 - Cllr. Davies - Midway Nurseries (£170.57) & Hafod Hardware (£2.25) fore plants & materials to plant the flower troughs.   Cllr. Davies had made the payment on behalf of RTC.   Agreed

£45 – George McManus – Heather bed maintenance.   Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

The Clerk sought authorisation to advertise Best Kept Garden 2008.   Agreed.   Cllr Jones read out an e-mail from Sandra Betty requesting that the scope of the competition be widened.   It was agreed that it was now too close to the traditional time for the competition to contemplate changes this year.   However it was resolved to discuss the matter at the July meeting in preparation for the 2009 competition.
Cllr. Price had received complaints that a section of grass on the RH side of the St Brides churchyard path near Llawrllan has not been cut.
The Clerk to contact PCC in an attempt to get them to take on this work.
The hedge by between the Groe and the Ddole gateway has overgrown into the roadway.

The Clerk to contact Alan Davies to ask if he would arrange for it to be cut back.
Cllr Price reported that the flower bed by the Cwmdauddwr toilets has not been planted.   Steve & Allison Elias had offered that if PCC refuse to do it , they would.
The Clerk to contact PCC in an attempt to get them to take on this work.
Cllr. D. Evans proposed that a letter of congratulations be sent to the Rhayader Young Farmers on winning the Rally Shield for the fourth time in a row at the Radnor Diamond Jubilee County Rally. It is the first time this had ever occurred.
The Clerk to congratulate the Club on behalf of RTC.
The Clerk apologised that he had not yet sent a letter of congratulations to Rhayader Football Club and undertook to do so forthwith.
Cllr Davies proposed that, since the path by Brynheulog was commonly used, PCC should be asked to have it made up.    He also had received requests for the pavement to have a dropped kerb by 1 Bry Heulog.   It was resolved to request PCC to carry out both pieces of work.
The Clerk to put RTC’s request to PCC.

9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Licence Agreement - land by the Mace.
2. Garden of the Year – review of scope.

3. A470 petition – next step?
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 30th July 2008.

The meeting closed at  9.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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