18th May 2010


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18TH MAY 2010 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	L. Price
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
C. Evans

D.O. Evans
	J. Humphreys
D. Jones

	J. Jones
A. Lewis

	E. Narborough

G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Prior to the meeting Miss Susie Hobby, Rural Housing Enabler for Mid Powys, explained her role to the Town Council.   Although PCC contributed to her wages she was not their employee and she considered that she was responsible to the “Community”, not to PCC.   She is tasked to work with rural communities give them backing, & be a problem solver.   “Local needs” did not always mean the same thing as “affordable housing”.   She could organise surveys of housing needs within a community but local councils would need to gather information from people not in the community.  The system results in a “snapshot” of local needs.   Provision of the resultant accommodation was an extremely slow process.   If Town Councils worked with housing associations, projects could attract higher levels of funding.

1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. B. Evans, J. Stuart & M. Rowe.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 20th April 2010.   It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Cllr. C. Evans believed that more publicity should be given to the appointment of Citizen of the year.    The recipients by, definition, were always people who had given much to the community but few member of the public were aware of their contribution or even of the appointment.   It was resolved that in future years the presentation should be made by the Mayor on Carnival Day.

The Clerk to seek the agreement of the Carnival Committee to the above arrangement.

Cllr. Lloyd had given permission to mount the notice board on the wall of the Castle Hotel provided that he was consulted about its exact position.   As the wall is stone it was resolved Eli Jones be ask to mount the board on battens.
The Clerk to make arrangements with Eli.
It was noted that the new picnic table was now in place.

3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

A few days after her appointment as Mayor Cllr. L. Price had enjoyed opening the Nature Walk at the Living Willow Theatre at Penlanole.   

3b: 
REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS
Cllr. Humphreys explained that although work on the drainage had been completed, work was still being done on the new pens and the Smithfield would remain closed for a few more weeks for safety and security reasons.   The Trustees want to allow the public back in as soon as possible but Councillors were reminded that users should be aware that parking there was not a public right and there was no obligation on the Trustees to ensure that there is access at all times.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1  Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park.
It was resolved to reaffirm the Council’s agreement to share the cost of the sign and that subject to RTC’s approval of the final draft, R2K should be asked to complete the project as a matter of urgency.
The Clerk to contact R2K as above.
4.2  Lorries turning at the Clock.
Cllr Lewis was concerned about large lorries turning into East Street from North Street.  Unless drivers are familiar with the junction, the manoeuvre often resulted in a catastrophic mess.   He witnesses the incidents daily and believes that local people, being fully aware of the situation, are in a better position to judge what is needed than the Trunk Road Agency who are unwilling to acknowledge that a problem exists.   He remained of the opinion that signs should be provide to assist drivers to negotiate the turn.   It was request the Trunk Road Agency to discuss the solution with a representative of RTC.   Letter should be copied to Kirsty Williams & Roger Williams.

The Clerk to write as above.
4.3  Rhayader Cemetery.
This item was requested by Cllr. Lloyd.   Due to his absence it was deferred until the June meeting.  
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda were noted.
5.2  PCC: Play Area, Waun Capel Parc.   Councillors were disappointed to learn that PCC had no funding available to provide more play equipment for younger children.   Cllrs. Narborough & Lewis suggested that RTC should investigate the possibility of paying for some suitable equipment.  It was resolved to add the item to the June agenda & contact Chris Tully for information about PCC approved suppliers.
The Clerk to contact Chris Tully.
5.5  RBL: Update on sale of Crosfield House.   Councillors regarded the information that the home would almost certainly be sold as a going concern as excellent news.

5.8  WAG: Changes to Accounts & Audit Regs in Wales. To be held for review by the Finance & Assets Sub Committee.
5.10  Ombudsman: Guidance on the Code of Conduct.   It was resolved to request sufficient copies so that every Councillor would have their own.

The Clerk to make the request. 
6.
PLANNING

P2010 0410 Full: Provision of photo voltaic/solar panels, replacement windows, installation of fire escape and formation of ramped disabled access at Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.
Councillors K. Curry, L. Price, J. Jones & D. Jones declared an interest and left the room.   All Councillors had had previous sight of the application.   There was disappointment that despite provision of disabled access to the building ground floor none appeared to be proposed to the Council Chamber above.
It was resolved to inform PCC that RTC approved the application in principal.

It was further proposed to inform the Trustees of the above decision but also that RTC is very  disappointed that disabled access is not proposed to the upper floor.

The Clerk to write as above.

6.
PLANNING (CONT)
6.1 P2009 1239  Full approval planning permission.   Councillors welcomed the decision, especially since attached conditions stated that the listed Building Crud-yr-Awel must be refurbished to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Committee prior to work starting on the new development.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £14.90 – Office Solutions (Wales) – Office Supplies.  Agreed.
1.2 £300 – Clerk’s invoice – May.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Williams suggested she look at all the troughs & planters with Debbie Morris to assess what is needed to ensure a good display for the coming month and report back.   Agreed.
Cllr. Williams to assess the requirements & report back.
Cllr. D. Jones informed the Council that three Rhayader St John Cadets, Elinor Jones, Keiran Pugh & Tom Lewis, had won the All Wales First Aid Competitions in South Wales.  This was the first time that the competition has been won by a team from Rhayader.   It was resolved to write a letter of support and congratulations from the Town Council.
The Clerk to write as above.
Cllr. Narborough reminded Councillors that risk assessments needed to be reviewed annually to ensure they remain adequate, and a note made in the minutes to confirm the Council’s belief that they are adequate.    He also had further information about investment possibility for RTC funds.   He suggested the Finance & Assets Sub Committee meet in the near future to discuss both issues.   Agreed.

Cllr. J. Jones ask what was happening about the water problem on the road by the Walk Mill.   Cllr. Curry said that he & the parties concerned had met on site assess the situation.   However as PCC do not consider it a high priority it will not be dealt with till later in the year.   
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Rhayader Cemetery.

2. Play Area In Waun Capel Parc.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 22nd June 2010.

The Finance & Assets Sub-Committee will meet at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 15th June 2010.

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..
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