18th April 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH APRIL 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	E. Narborough

	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
D.O. Evans
C.R. Davies
	J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

J. Jones

M. Lloyd
	A. Lewis
M. Rowe

G. Williams.

	County Cllr.
	R. Tyler.
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. J. Rowe and L. Price.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on 14th March 2007 and the notes for the site meeting on 15th March 2007.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that both be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. M. Rowe and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.1
Representative on Prices Trust.
Cllr. Lloyd reported that the matter the Trust had still been unable to resolve the details.   It was resolved to defer this matter until the Trust informs the Council that it is ready.

4.3
Recycling.
Cllr. D. Jones reported that despite a slight administrative delay, the new bank in Cwmdauddwr was complete but for the paper container and the advisory signs.   Cllr. B. Evans said that the garden waste containers were still causing concern because they do not have sufficient nor convenient access to the interior.    Cllr. D. Jones remarked that some sections of the public appear to need education on the use of these banks and continue to put plastic bags in the container instead of just their contents.
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1
Selection of Citizen of the Year 2007.
Nominations for six people had been received by the Council and also a joint nomination.   Councillors resolved that the award was designated “Citizen of the Year” therefore a joint nominee was not acceptable and ruled this be excluded.   More than one nomination had been made for some of the nominees, but Councillors made the selection by secret vote.  The second vote resulted in Ray Harvey being an overall winner.   It was resolved to invite Ray to the AGM to receive the award.

4.2
Signage.
Cllr. B. Evens requested this item be deferred to the next meeting.   It was resolved so to do.   
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

4.3
Tourism Grant etc.
The Clerk reported that PCC had ruled that three separate Planning Applications would be needed and that a separate cheque of £158 would need to be submitted with each.   Cllr Davies proposed the cheques be issued.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange that the cheques be passed to PCC via Bill Whalley.
The Clerk reported that he had received a message from Chris Tully of PCC who was concerned about possible safety issues and appearance of the area as a result of the work being undertaken at the Parc.   It was agreed that further work would be necessary to complete the area to the Council’s desired standard particularly the installation a safety fence by the river as previously discussed.

The Chairman had received a letter from Mr. Wyn Lloyd, joint owner of part of the area, stating that he was pleased to see such an enhancement project being undertaken in the town, but seeking to have closer liaison on the matter.

It was resolved to hold a site meeting there on Friday evening to determine the way forward and also to appraise Mr. Lloyd of any results which affect his area.
4.4
Flower tubs and trees.
Cllr. Lloyd said it was almost time to plant op the troughs, but he thought that they should be stained and varnish before that.   He also suggested that the single one in St Harmon Road be moved closer to Town. It was resolved that Cllr Lloyd get a price for treating the troughs and if it is reasonable to arrange for the job to be done as soon as possible.
Cllr. Lloyd to arrange for the troughs to be treated at a reasonable price.
Cllr. Williams proposed that better troughs be sourced for the base of the Clock.   It was resolved that she pursue this matter.

Cllr. Williams to investigate provision of more fitting troughs for use on the steps of the Clock.
It was also agreed that different flowers be used this year which would provide a more striking and lasting display whilst requiring the least possible maintenance.

The Clerk had received a message from Lyndon Richards that he had made arrangements for the damaged tree in Cwmdauddwr to be tidied up, but this may not happen until later in the year.   Cllr. Lloyd sought sanction to ask Eli Jones to remove the dead trees nearby.   This was granted provided the cost was reasonable.
Cllr. Lloyd to arrange for the removal of the dead trees at a reasonable price.
Cllr Lloyd also reminded the Council that the lettering on the Millennium Stones had still not been finished in gold leaf.

The Clerk to ask Jimmy Lloyd for a price to apply gold highlighting to the lettering on the Stones. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:

5.1 PCC: County Councillor Meal Costs.   The reply from Mark Kerr, Chief Exec. PCC explained that  the County Council is obliged to reimburse meal costs under the Local Authorities Regulations 2003.   He also said that in recent months Members had ensured that they minimise the burden placed by this 
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
obligation.   County Cllr. Tyler agreed with this sentiment and suggested that the recent furore on this subject in the local press was caused, unfairly, for political gain, by one Member.
5.16
Wales Air Ambulance; Request for financial support.   Cllr. Humphreys proposed that RTC should continue to support this vital service  which is of both local and national importance.   He proposed a donation of £500 be given.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to arrange for the donation to be made. 
A letter had been received from Mr. Anthony Richard Adams which enclosed a copy of his letter to Mr. R. Cone, Director of the Welsh Roads Network Management Division WAG.   Mr. Adams expressed concern for the safety of pedestrians using South Street, in particular his elderly mother who, since she lives on the narrow part of South Street, has no alternative route into town.   The letter had been copied to County Councillor Tyler who indicated that it will be discussed at the next PCC meeting.   It was resolved to write to Highways to support Mr. Adam’s letter and to enquire what PCC can do to alleviate the problem.

The Clerk to write to PCC as above.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest in all planning matters and took no part in discussions.
Notice had been received since the agenda was prepared, that permission had been granted for application PR655900 the extension at 6 Maes-y-Deri.    Councillors were extremely disappointed to learn of this decision in the face of RTC’s recommendation that it be refused and queried what weight was given to the local Council’s views in planning matters.

Application PR226910 – Full: Resiting of existing and new A.C. plant in new acoustic enclosure, Spa Convenience Store, Tegid House, West Street Rhayader, had also been received since the agenda had been prepared.   It was determined that this and items 6.1:PR243101 – Outline: Erection of dwelling, Llwynderw, Dark Lane Rhayader, and PR87516 – Outline: Erection of three dwellings and new vehicular access, Tir Gaia, Llwyn Lane East Street, Rhayader warranted site visits.   It was resolved to meet at 7p.m. on Monday 23rd April 2007.

7.
FINANCE

7.1
£25.34 - Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  Agreed.

7.2
£917.99 – SWALEC – Unmetered supply for Xmas lights.   Agreed.
7.3
£275 – Clerk’s invoice April.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Lloyd expressed concern about the weeds in the flower beds on the North Street roundabout.   It was resolved to ask George McManus to undertake the work.

Cllr. Lloyd to arrange for George to do the work.
Cllr M. Rowe reported that some owners were allowing their dogs to run freeing Waun Capel Parc, which on occasions have frightening other users of the facility.   It was agreed that there were be signs informing that dogs must be on a lead at all times, but these had disappeared.   It was resolved to contact PCC.
The Clerk to request that PCC erect signs to advise owners to keep dogs on a lead.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)

Cllr. B. Evans advised that the hedge at the house by the Cornhill which was cut last year, is again encroaching on the pavement.   Cllr. M. Rowe agreed to approach the owner.

Cllr. M. Rowe to approach the owner.
Cllr. Davies reported that the Rhayader web site is out of date and queried whether it could be funded by RTC.   It was resolved to discuss this at the next monthly meeting.
Cllr. B. Evans was pleased to inform the Council that the application for a grant for low energy bulbs for Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr Christmas trees had been successful. 
Cllr Davies declared an interest but reported that people were wondering what were the plans for Crossfield House, which was, after all, a large employer in the town.   County Cllr. Tyler said that plans were being drawn up but there were some problems which he was not able to discuss.   It was resolve to write to the Royal British Legion to ask what are its intentions for Crossfield House.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1. Tourism Grant etc.
2. Rhayader web site.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the AGM to be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday 16th May 2007.

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 23rd May 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor E. Narborough
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