18th March 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C. Evans

D.O. Evans

J.A. Humphreys
	D. Jones
A. Lewis
M. Lloyd

	E. Narborough
L. Price.
M. Rowe
	J. Stuart

G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Before the meeting commenced, Ms. Carrie Wiltshire of CARAD gave an update on the plans for displaying exhibits.   The official title for the project is now Rhayader Museum and Gallery.   Although the conversion work is not yet complete, Carrie invited the Town Council to tour the facility.  It was arranged to do so at 6.30pm on Wednesday 8th April 2009.   
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. C.R. Davies, B. Evans.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 18th February 2009.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.1 Thru glass computer:  The new internet connection should be ready by the end of March which will allow the device to be rendered functional once more.   RDCS had acknowledge receipt of the £100 donated by RTC towards the cost of the connection and stated their agreement, within their range of ability and after basic tuition, to ensure that the thru glass computer is kept operational (see Item 5.2). 
4.4 PCC Costs: In response to RTC’s request for assistance, Councillor Curry had sought further information from Lynn Major, HR, PCC.   A partial reply had been received and further information promised.   Cllr Curry will continue to press for the information.
4.5 The Clock:  Cllr. Lloyd had met with Huw Davies of PCC at the Clock and discussed the work required to clean and refurbish it.   Mr. Davies agreed to price the work and determine what funding PCC could allocate.
Cllr Lloyd to maintain contact with Mr. Davies to ensure any work is carried out as a matter of urgency.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Leisure Centre development proposals.  
Cllr. Narborough said that RTC is allowed only a very low input via the Joint Consultative Committee (which only meets twice a year) and the Working Group.   The preparation by Social Services for last Working Group meeting was a complete shambles, there being no agenda or supporting paperwork issued and Cllr. Curry received less than 24 hours notice to Chair the meeting.   The ball park guesstimate of £155K for work to split of the community area did not include the costs of the required surveys.   Whilst Social Services had access to £40K, which would enable the Day Care Centre to move into the Complex, it was Assembly money for Enablement schemes and the possibility remained that if unused it could be clawed back.  Cllr. Curry believes that a group from the community sector must take some managerial responsibility very soon.   The merits and disadvantages of various suggestions for reorganisation of the sports and social facilities mooted by PCC were discussed.   It was resolved that letters be sent to 

4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT.)
Gareth Oldham (copied to D.  Bradley, Neil Mathews and Janet Scrivens) requesting an urgent meeting be convened, with those copied in attendance, to give an update on the current position and future proposals.

The Clerk to write to Gareth Oldham as above to request a meeting.
Councillors were concerned by a recent article in the Press insinuating that RTC should be giving funding towards the Rhayader Community Centre and stating that PCC would only give such funding for the next year.   Councillors reiterated that Rhayader has no community centre per se, since unlike other places  where the Village/Community Hall is run by an independent committee, in Rhayader no one but PCC has any control of the so-called “Community Centre”.   When the system of subsidising Village & Community Halls was introduced, in discussions with Mrs J. Brown of PCC, it was agreed that as the Hall in Rhayader was run by PCC, it was not appropriate that RTC allocate funding to the Leisure Centre Complex and consequently funding has been allocated to the Cwmdauddwr Community Centre ever since.   Additionally, for years RTC has attempted, without any success, to restore a measure of Community involvement in the management and operation of the so called “community facility”.   It was resolved to write to ever Members of PCC Board, expressing RTC’s dissatisfaction at the article & the absence of community involvement in management of the facility.

The Clerk to write to Board members as above.
4.2  5 Year Plan.  

This is on-going.
4.3  Selection of Citizen of the year 2009.  
Nominations for three people had been received. Councillors made the selection by secret vote.   The second vote resulted in Barbara Lawrence being selected.   It was resolved to invite Barbara to the next convenient monthly meeting to receive the award.

The Clerk to invite Mrs. Lawrence to the next meeting which is convenient to her.
4.4  Consideration of grant applications.  

Two applications had been received: items 5.17 & 5.18 on the Agenda.

(5.17) RDCS: Grant application in respect of Sticky Fingers Nursery renovations.   Councillors applauded the initiative by RDCS to re-open the Nursery which, it was agreed, is a very much needed facility.   However they did not feel that the project was yet far enough advanced to justify allocating funding to it.   It was resolved to send a letter of support but defer discussion on funding until arrangements are finalised. 
The Clerk to send a letter of support and request to be informed when arrangements have been finalised.
(5.18) Rhayader Powysxtreme Project: Grant application support to the cost of providing the summer holiday activity programme for young people in Rhayader.   Councillors continued to be supportive of this scheme and resolved to allocate £500 from the Recycling Account.

The Clerk to inform the applicant of RTC’s decision and request notification when the funding is required.
4.5  Garage rent.  
Councillors were extremely disappointed that no reply had been received to RTC’s reminder.   They resolved to request payment by the end of March.

The Clerk to request payment as above.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above & below, were noted.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.3  National Assembly for Wales: Open invitation to visit the Senedd building.  Cllr D. Evans suggested that a visit by the Council should be organised.

5.4  Royal British Legion: Crosfield House Update March 2009. Councillors were pleased to have received the information which they found very interesting.

The Clerk to thank the writer for the update.
5.7  One Voice Wales: Membership renewal notice.  It was resolve to renew membership.

The Clerk to complete renewal.

5.11  digitaluk: Switchover pack for community organisations.   The WI have taken a lead in this matter so it was resolved to retain the information for use if required. 
5.12  Roger Williams MP: Retained fire-fighters campaign.  Councillors were in agreement that this essential  service should not be degraded and signed the petition.
The Clerk to return the petition to Roger Williams
Cllr. Kelvyn Curry (e-mail): TIC update.   Councillors were pleased to note that Cllr Curry continue to pursue this matter.
5.16  Rebecca Pugh: seeking donation towards trip to Zambia with St John-Cymru.   Councillors were agreed that in line with RTC’s policy, no grant should be given since this was an application from an individual.  Additionally Cllr. Stuart informed that the applicant had now completed the trip.   However it was resolved to send a letter of congratulation to Ms. Pugh on her achievements but explaining RTC’s decision.
The Clerk to write to Ms. Pugh.
Four further items had been received since the agenda was issued.   It was resolved to defer two until the April meeting.  The others were:

a) Rhayader 2000 Ltd requesting payment of the agreed £1,000 towards Town Guide printing costs, and also a letter of support for a funding application PCC’s Community Welcome Scheme for a feasibility study into the development of wildlife tourism for Rhayader & district.   It was resolved to pay the £1,000 and to send a letter of support.
The Clerk to send a letter of support.
b) RDCS copy of letter to PPC requesting TIC financing to be reviewed in respect of Rhayader.   Cllr. Curry stated that the present system was totally unfair to Rhayader, especially in the light of the preparatory work which RDCS had been encouraged to do, only to be informed that no money was available whist Llandrindod was to receive funding.   It was agreed that the suggestion that tourists should use the Rhayader webpage on PCC’s tourism website is a joke.   Links do not work and information is out of date.   It was resolved to make a protest to Gareth Thomas in support of RDCS attempt to re-open a Rhayader TIC.

The Clerk to write as above.
6.
PLANNING

Items 6.1 to 6.9 were noted.   Councillors where gratified to learn that all decisions were in line with RTC’s recommendations.

A further item had been received:  P2009 0298 Detail: Erection of one detached dwelling, detached car shelter and alterations to existing access at Llwynderw, Dark Lane, Rhayader, Powys.   This application 
6.
PLANNING (CONT)
related to an earlier, successful application granting outline approval for one detached dwelling.   Councillors remained of the same opinion about the new application as they did about the previous one:   
They had no objection to the application provided that the oak tree is retained and the dwelling is  a bungalow (as the site owner had previously indicated) not a two storey house.   They also suggested that the proposed dwelling is too close to the tree and whilst the suggested reduction in its height by 20ft may not be excessive, the same reduction in width (as stated) “all the way round” should be less.
The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s decision.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £190- Cwmdauddwr Community Education Centre- hire of Council Chamber. - Agreed.
1.2 £63.99 – Mid Wales Trophies – award.  Agreed.
1.3 £275 – Clerk’s invoice March.  Agreed.
1.4 £252 – One Voice Wales – membership fee.  Agreed.


£1,000 – Rhayader 2000 Ltd.  Agreed (see above) 

An invoice for £72.50 – reimbursement of the cost of materials to make the gate for the Cwmdauddwr Pound had been received from Chris Rees.  Councillors authorised the payment and wished to send a letter of appreciation to Chris not only for the work but also for his public spiritedness in offering to do it free of charge to improved the appearance of the ward.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Narborough & the Clerk were concerned that the absence of dropped kerbs in the Bryngwy area presented definite road safety hazards for a local resident who uses a walking aid and who, in order to reach the town centre, must cross the A470.   It is also a potential danger/problem for other people using the area.   They suggested that PCC be asked to provide dropped kerbs as necessary.   Cllr. Stuart volunteered to pursue this area with PCC as a matter of urgency as part of his survey into the standard of street safety in Rhayader.
Cllr. Stuart to contact PCC.
Cllr C. Evans said she had had a complaint from a resident of Church Street about where refuse was left for collection.  Cllr. D. Jones indicated that this problem was likely to be resolved in the near future.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Leisure Centre.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 8th April 2009.

The meeting closed at 10.05p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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