18th February 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  18TH FEBRUARY 2009 AT  7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies
B. Evans

C. Evans
	D.O. Evans

J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

	M. Lloyd
L. Price.
M. Rowe
	J. Stuart

G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Before the meeting commenced Bryntitli Fund awards were presented to recipients organisations.
1. APOLOGIES: No apologies were received.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes to be agreed were those for the meetings held on 14th & 21st January 2009.  It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

21st January 2009:
3. Community/Leisure Centre split:   A meeting to discuss the various aspects of a possible split was held on 4th February.   Cllr C. Evans volunteered to collate the resultant comments and forward them to the group.

Cllr. Evans to pass on the comments.
4b).LED street lighting trials:  A letter had been received from PCC confirming RTC would be added a list of Councils wishing to be included in the trials.

Substitute item 4.3Funding towards reprint of Town Guide:  A letter from R2K expressed gratitude for the grant of £1,000 and explained how, where & by whom the leaflets would be distributed.
8. House numbering in Maes Nant:  Cllr Stuart reported that the numbering had been reinstated.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Thru-glass computer.  Cllr. C. Evans confirmed that RDCS were to have in a dedicated internet feed instead of using the PCC facility and proposed that a grant of £100 / year be made for the next 2 years after which it should be reviewed.   Cllr. Price seconded the proposal and it was carried unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange payment of £100 from the s137.

The Clerk reported that he was unable to attach minutes to the Council’s webpage.   Despite being able to access RTC’s Account Home Page, the minute files are not accepted.   Cllr. Davies will discuss the problem and the way forward with R2K.
Cllr. Davies to find way to a resolve the problem of uploading in conjunction with R2K.
4.2  Five Year Plan.  

Cllr. C. Evans is working on the documentation.   Cllr. Williams reported that the Castle entrance had been discussed by the Parc Trust who were pleased that the RTC had offered assistance to refurbish the gates and take measures to prevent parking in front of them.   She said that if RTC paid for the materials Cllr. B. Evans had volunteered to provide the labour free of charge.   Councillors were extremely grateful 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
for the offer by Cllr. Evans and resolved to cover the cost of materials.   It was agreed that subject to the material costs being in excess of £100, estimates should be obtained prior to work being started and that the fence and gates should be reinstated in a manner which prevented unauthorised parking.

Cllr B. Evans to obtain quotations for the materials.  
4.3  Tidy Towns Initiative.  Cllrs. G. Williams and L. Price who were taking the lead on RTC’s behalf,  had met with Rachel Palmer and had arranged a walk round to review the scale of work needed.

Cllr D. Jones reported that during a recent operation by a local Tidy Towns Group to clear litter in the layby at Quarry Corner, a passing PCC officer had created a fuss because appropriate signage was not being displayed.   Cllr. Jones deplored this unhelpful approach and volunteered to go out with any local group to ensure that suitable signage was displayed.

 4.4  PCC costs.  Cllr. Humphreys was extremely concerned about the cost of “Consultants” used by PCC and the advertisements for highly paid positions with “exotic” titles.   He wondered if some advertised posts could be incorporated into other jobs.   He was shocked at the amounts contained in a list of consultancy costs obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, particularly at an entry entitled Consultants less than £20k each amounted to the second highest amount but gave no breakdown of how many were involved or for what reason they were engaged, indeed there was no explanation of what service any of the Consultants provided.   He was concerned about the possibility that ratepayers money was being wasted.   Cllr. D. Jones agreed that in many ways the use of consultants could be reduced if PCC staff were allowed, by senior officers, to use their local knowledge and management skills.   

Cllr. Curry said some 400 staff had not been re-appointed but County Councillors had requested that they be informed each month of the numbers who had been re-employed.   He said that grants from WAG must conditionally be used for the stated use without change, thus wages for certain jobs would be funded from WAG not PCC.   Councillors were eager to write to PCC to seek answers for their concerns and it was resolved that the best course of action was initially to address the correspondence to Cllr. Curry.   Rather than a blanket question about the list of costs, it was decided to ask for information about 3 specific items on the list: Cae Post Ltd, Mrs Gillian Wright and a list of names, associated services provided and costs of the Consultants at less than £20k.

Cllr. Davis understood that during the recent cold weather when schools were closed teachers were paid, but kitchen staff were not.   This seemed an unfair situation and he would appreciate an explanation.
The Clerk to compile a letter to Cllr. Curry in conjunction with Cllr. Humphries.
4.5  The Clock.  Cllr. Lloyd expressed concern about the external appearance of the Clock.   He questioned the condition of the wooden cross on the top and believed that since the bells appeared to be doing an effective job of protecting the structure, the white kerbstones which were looking decidedly “tatty” should be removed.   The was a build-up of lichen and moss on the stonework which was unsightly and probably detrimental to the fabric of the tower.   He suggested that because RTC had declined the offer to take possession of the Clock Tower, PCC remained responsible for its up-keep and should be approached to determine when cleaning & associated maintenance is due.   It was resolved to request that PCC met representatives of RTC to inspect the Clock and discuss the situation.
The Clerk to write to PCC.
4.6  Council Chamber heating.  Cllr. Williams was concerned about the heating of the Council Chamber..   She believed that Councillors should not be expected to endure such low temperatures during winter meetings.   The whole building seem to be under heated.   However, the Clerk had received an e-mail from Lloyd Lewis informing the Council that the Trustees had arranged for a heating design engineer to advise on a new system for the building.   Councillors agreed to await the outcome. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE
All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned below, were noted. 
5.1  PCC by e-mail: Hedges.  It was noted that PCC were to cut the trees by Dolgerddon, but maintained that the “unmanaged” length of hedge in Sunnyfield was not their property.   However, the Council was informed that Nicholas Evans was prepared to lay the hedge and PCC had no objections.
5.2  PCC: Castle entrance.   PCC said that under its lease agreement with the Parc Trust the area by the gate was not theirs and enclosed a plan for clarification.   They claimed therefore they had no responsibility to replace or repair the gate. 
5.4  St Brides Parochial Church Council: Registering disappointment that they had not been awarded funding from Bryntitli towards payment for their boiler replacement.   Councillors noted that despite the applicant being provided with the notes for guidance and conditions which stated that the Council will not consider applications which are submitted after project/work have begun, the application was stated to be for work already carried out.   It was therefore confirmed that the decision was completely in line with normal procedure.

5.11  Wales Air Ambulance - Rhayader: Appeal for funding.   For several years donations had been given  to the organisation via applications from its national funding organisation.   Councillors resolved to continue consider applications from this source.

The Clerk to acquaint the writer with RTC’s decision.
5.14  Royal British Legion: Inviting Chairman to Fete.

Cllr. D. Evans to respond.
5.15  One Voice Wales:  Inviting present Chairman to enter Palace Garden Party draw.

Cllr. D. Evans to respond.
A letter had been received from Suzy Davies, Conservative parliamentary candidate for Brecon & Radnorshire seeking to sit in at one of RTC’s meetings.
The Clerk to send an invitation to next meeting.
PCC requested payment of £433.16 as RTC’s share towards the cost of Community Council Elections.   It was resolved that although this was unexpected, it was a cost which had to be recovered by PCC. 

6.
PLANNING

Since the agenda was prepared 2 applications had been received:

6.1  P2009 0131 Full: Erection of extension to existing workshop at Fairfield Garage, East Street, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to the application but it was regretted that the drawings did not show a complete frontal elevation of the finished garage.

6.2  P2009 0142  Full: Removal of existing conservatory style extension and erection of a new replacement extension at Stonedale, Hazelmere, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this application.

The Clerk to acquaint PCC with the Council’s decisions. 
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £21.50 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.  Agreed
1.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice February.   Agreed
1.3 £883.27 – SWALEC- Unmetered Xmas lighting.   Agreed.

1.4 £200 (8 x £25) - Church grasscutting.   Agreed

£130 - A. Thomas – tidying recycling area to end of December.   Agreed

£433.16 – PCC – Election costs.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Councillors wished to seek an update on the situation at Crossfield House.
Cllr Davies to find out when the Director General will visit Rhayader.
Cllr, B. Evans reported that Mr. Gray had made arrangements to have work carried out on the tree which was restricting the road by his house.

Carrie Wiltshire of Carad had sought to update the Council on the progress with the Museum.  It was resolved to invite her to attend the March meeting.
The Clerk to issue the invitation.
The Clerk informed the Council that he had sent a letter to Mr. Cadwallader seeking payment of 4 years unpaid rental of RTC’s garage.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.  5 Year Plan.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday  18th March 2009.

The meeting closed at  9 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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