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Mr. Martin Price of St John Ambulance informed the Council that changes introduced by the Welsh Ambulance Service had resulted in the Rhayader Ambulance Station no longer being used as first responders in some categories of local calls.   Martin and the local crews believed this was detrimental to the cover hitherto enjoyed by the Rhayader area and instead of attending to around 350 calls a year it was likely that the number could now be halved.   He said that crews saw the decision as a slight on their ability and this could have an adverse effect on their enthusiasm.   It was their belief that these changes were as due to a lack of finance and an attempt to reach governmental targets.   Unlike those in England who’s debts had been written of by the Government, the Wales Ambulance Service had retained their debts because WAG had refused to do likewise.   Councillors considered that the national response time of 8 minutes was impossible to achieve in this area purely on geographical restraints, but the Rhayader Station cover had always been exceptionally good.   When asked if he expected that the two ambulances in Rhayader would be reduced, Martin did not foresee this because they do a lot of “weekend work” e.g. attendance at events etc, which assist financially.  He requested that RTC write to Bryn Williams Chairman of the Community Health Board to voice their concern about the the Rhayader Ambulance Station potential reduction in service the changes had brought about.   Councillors were unanimous in their wish to support the Rhayader Station however they could in its efforts to reinstate the level of service which it was allowed to operate and agreed to write to Mr. Williams as an initial action.

The Clerk to write to Mr Williams.
1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. G. Williams
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 19th November 2008.   It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Hafan Day Centre:   Cllr. Narborough informed that thanks to extra money being made available by PCC and a very generous donation, the Centre was now in a position to remain open to summer 2009.

Community/Leisure Centre Split:   

Cllrs. Narborough & Humphreys County Cllr Curry had met with PCC who are keen to use all the room available to accommodate Leisure, Community & Social Service requirements.   RTC stated that to lose the back stage area would be a retrograde step to the detriment of all future products.   The only way this could possibly work would be if the area was completely cleared after each use.   It was felt that PCC representatives were not totally aware of what actually existed there.   This meeting was a early exploratory foray into the possibilities which the facility offered to develop the Community aspect.   RTC believe that by developing multi-functional use, it is more likely the facility will be retained.

Cllrs. Narborough & Humphreys are to remain on the working group. 

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).

Mr. Kerr PCC:   The Clerk had spoken with PCC and was informed that Mr Kerr had passed RTC’s letter to Human Resources.   Councillors felt that an unreasonable time had elapse without comment from PCC and recalled that this was not the first time they had encountered such tactics by PCC.   It was determined that if an answer was not forthcoming an application for the information should be made under the Freedom of Information Act.

The Clerk to write to Mr Kerr as above.

5.5 Tidy Towns Initiative:   Rachel Palmer was unable to attend this meeting but requested to attend the January meeting.   Agreed.

4.4 The Clock Tower:  A reply from PCC (item 5.4) noted RTC’s decision not to take over the Clock Tower and also apologised to the Council and Cllr Humphreys for the writer’s mistake in stating that he was paid to wind the Clock.   It was resolved to ask PCC for details of the previous payments made for Clock winding and Colin Turford if he would like RTC to write to PCC on his behalf to ensure that he receives all money due to him. 

Cllr. Humphrey to speak to Colin. 

4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Conclusion of Audit.
The Annual Return for year ended 31st March 2008 (Item 5.1), had been received from the external Auditor.  Cllr. Narborough proposed it be approved & accepted by the Council.  This was seconded by Cllr. C. Evans and agreed unanimously.

Despite the Auditor being informed in the past about the purpose for the ring fenced Sports / Multifunctional Hall Fund the Issues Arising Report did not appear to have taken this on board.   Councillors were of the opinion that  the criteria outlined by the Auditor was being met by this fund.   The Reserve & Maintenance Fund was well within the accepted limits.   It was resolved that no changes were therefore necessary. 

4.2  Five Year Plan.
Cllr. C. Evans had updated the old Five Year Plan and it was resolved to create a new Plan by building on this.   It was agreed Councillors should submit any suggestions which they considered should be included in the new plan to Cllr Evans before the end of December 2008.   It was emphasised that such suggestions should be achievable within the timeframe and not merely a “wish list”.   The resultant plan should be discussed at the first meeting in January 2009 and finalised by the January monthly meeting.

Councillors to submit suggestions to Cllr. Evans by 31st December 2008.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above & below, were noted.
5.6  PCC:  Street Lighting Review update.  Events had now partially overtaken the information in this letter and some “timed”  lighting had been restored.

5.7  Trunk Road Agency: Formal Notice to remove signs.   The banner signs had been removed within the stipulated time frame.

5.9  Elan Valley Trust:  Intention to re-open Elan Village Toilets.   It was resolved to send congratulations to the Trust and also thanks to Roy Davies for all the efforts which he had made in this matter.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.11   Pauline Walton: Bollards in North Street.   Cllr Lewis declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr Currie informed the Council that despite Mrs. Walton’s fears, after the day of the Rally it was not the intention of the police to leave the bollards in position all the time until 19th December.   They would be placed out only during the period when the large loads (see item 5.8) were passing through Town.  Councillors could not agree with Mrs Walton that the Rally did bring income to the Town.   They were aware of several businesses which had benefited. 
5.13  R & D Vintage Show: copy of second letter to PCC re signs.  Cllr. Stuart declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors deplored the lack of response by PCC to the Committee’s letter.   It was resolved to add this issue to RTC’s letter to Mr. Kerr (see above).

5.16  WPS Insurance Brokers:  Town Council insurance Scheme with Norwich Union.

The Clerk to request a quotation.
Correspondence received since the agenda was prepared:

PCC: Community Strategy.   This was passed to Cllrs. B. Evans & Lewis, (Portfolio Members).

PCC:  Call for Precept & Hall support information.  Deferred to next meeting.

Wales Air Ambulance:   Letter of thanks for donation.

Mr. Lloyd Lewis:  E-mail inviting the Town Council to visit Dolmynach House.   Councillors were keen to visit the property, but felt that it would be preferable to do so in daylight.

The Clerk to reply to Mr Lewis.

Anne Watkins:  Background information in support of her planning application (6.1 below).

6.
PLANNING

6.1  TREE/2008/0020  Works to Trees at 1 Store House, Castle Road, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors could see no good reason for removal of the tree situated in the corner of the plot and  were of the opinion that it should remain.   Whilst not in anyway contesting the applicant’s comments (in her letter above) about the “other large trees,” it was noted that no person present, even amongst those who had been Councillors for many years, was able to recall being asked to discus such an application.

6.2  P2008 1632  Full: Residential development consisting of four dwellings & site works together with construction of a new vehicular access at Crud Yr Awel, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.   Councillors had previously visited the site.  Whilst not against the development of this plot in principal, the Council was of the opinion that it would be more appropriate to the area if the number of houses erected was limited to a maximum of two.

It was noted that the application made no reference to the existing house.   Councillors were sorry to see that it remains unoccupied and appeared somewhat neglected.   They wondered if the Planning Department were aware of any proposals for the future of this building.
6.3  P2008 1633  Full: Erection of a small scale renewable energy scheme (including a windcharger, solar panel 7 mast)at Caethon inlet Wellhouse at Caethon Inlet, Elan Valley Aqueduct, Abercaethon, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this application.

6.
PLANNING (CONT)

6.4  P2008 1663  Variation of Condition 4 of planning consentsR1788& R1788/03to read “no machinery& or vehicles shall be operated on site nor any servicing undertaken before 6a.m. on weekdays & 8a.m. on Saturdays nor after 7.30p.m.on weekdays or Saturdays or at any time on Sundays or Bank Holidays at the Commodore Yard, Brynberth industrial Estate Rhayader, Powys. 

Cllrs. C. Evans and D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors were concerned by the proximity of the Yard to adjacent residential properties and the effect that earlier starting hours would have upon the local residents.   Councillors were unanimous in their opposition to the requested change.   They believed that it would not be appropriate to extend the hours of operation  of the Yard which is so close to existing residential properties.   They were also aware that this type of application has historically been refused for the Yard and are of the opinion that nothing has altered to justify the change. 

The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decisions and relevant comments.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £36.03 – Office Solutions(Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
7.2  £275 – Clerks Invoice – December.   Agreed.

7.3  £334.88 – BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – audit fee.   Agreed.

7.4  £144 - D. Morris – plants for Clock & troughs including compost & labour.  This replacement invoice had been received since the agenda was prepared.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. D. Evans proposed that information for future meetings should be distributed via email to keep printing & distribution costs down.   This was seconded by Cllr. Davies.   There was agreement for this approach in principal with the proviso that Councillors who do not have access to e-mail or prefer not to change should continue to be supplied with paper copies.   Cllrs. Humphries, J. Jones & Narborough requested to continue with paper copies.  

9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1.   Five year Plan.

2.   YMCA / Youth Club.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be a closed meeting at 7.00pm on Wednesday 14th January 2009 to discuss Bryntitli applications, the Precept and the Five Year Plan.

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 pm Wednesday 21st January 2009.

The Finance Sub Committee will meet at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 7th January 2009.

The meeting closed at  9.00 pm

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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