17th November 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
J. Humphreys
	D. Jones
J. Jones
	M. Rowe

E. Narborough
	L. Price
G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


The Chairman expressed the Town Council’s sadness at the recent passing of Lady Holland.   She and her family had been benefactors to the local community for generations.   Councillors stood in silent tribute.  
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. C. Evans, B. Evans, J. Stuart, A. Lewis & M. Lloyd.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED:   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 20th October 2009.   It was resolved they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.5(27th July)Advertising:  Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest and left the room.   There had been no response from the Eagles, but a response had been received from Abigail’s the day prior to this meeting.   

Whilst Councillors appreciated this courtesy extended by the proprietor, Mrs. T.J. Humphreys, they resolved to send further letters to the two establishments again requesting removal of the signs.
The Clerk to write as above.
Allotment interest: A reply had been received from the Secretary of the Horticultural Society since the Agenda was prepared.   It informed that having discussed RTC’s request for provision of additional plot, they regretfully were unable to do so.   He suggested the plot in Caeherbert Lane would accommodate 8 plots and that there used to be 4 plots by the Station, both sites being owned by PCC.
In response to RTC’s letter, Chris Tully of PCC had met with the Clerk and suggested a piece of land on the Weirglodd which PCC may be willing to make available for use as allotments subject to several conditions.  A copy of the notes of the discussion was distributed to Members.   Chris was willing to meet with applicants and Councillors to discuss the issue.   Cllrs. Humphreys & D. Evans stated that the land is the area which has, in the past, been used as overspill parking when attendance to Football and when attendance at local sales was excessive.  They were not of the impression this site was suited to allotments.   It was resolved to request that PCC reopen the plots at Cae Melin and make the Caeherbert Lane land available for plots, to send the notes of the meeting with Chris Tully to the applicants, and to arrange a meeting with Chris, RTC and the applicants to discuss the implications involved.   Cllr. Price agreed to  assistance as necessary.
The Clerk to write as above & make arrangements for a meeting.
Leisure Centre:  Cllr. Curry informed that Home Support will have an office in the old TIC with an independent entrance.  They have agreed to deal with Tourism enquiries on a limited basis & hand out leaflets as required.  It was resolved to write to thank Sandra Gibbons for this offer.
The Clerk to write to Sandra Gibbons of Social Services
4.2 Crosfeild House update:  Cllr. Curry informed at a meeting that day, formation of a social enterprise with a management committee had been discussed and a further meeting was arranged for the end of the month.
Cllr. Stuart and Cllr. Curry’s wife had received requests from the Royal British Legion for financial assistance to help fund an RBL home near Cromer.  Both felt very strongly that it was to say the least, highly inappropriate to make such an appeal to anyone in the Rhayader area in view of RBL’s intentions 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).
for Crosfield house.   Both recipients were writing in protest.   Cllr. Narborough was appalled at the insensitivity shown by RBL in seeking charitable donations for this cause in an area already fighting to prevent closure of another RBL home.   It was also noted that, ironically, the figure of £50K cited in the appeal exactly matched one of the prizes in the RBL draw.

The Clerk to strongly register RTC’s feelings on this issue with RBL.  
3a.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cllr. D. Evans gave a résume of the events at which he had represented the Council since the last meeting.   Of particular interest was the Electoral Review presentation. 
It was resolved that an item 3b: Representative’s Reports be added to future agenda to give Council Reps the opportunity to acquaint Members with relevant information.

4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Approval Annual Return year ending 31st March 2009 (External Auditor’s report).
The External Auditor had sent notice of the completion of Audit (see item 5.1).   The Auditor was of the opinion that the information in the return was in accordance with the Auditor General for Wales’ requirements and there were no matters requiring the issue of a separate additional issues arising report.
It was resolved that the Annual Return should be approved and accepted by the Town Council.   The Clerk to display the Notice of Completion of Audit as required.   The Chairman wished to record the Council’s appreciation of the work done by the Clerk in preparing the Return.

The Clerk to display the Notice and complete ancillary paperwork.
4.2  Bridge lights.
In the absence of Cllr. B. Evans it was decided to consider this matter at the December meeting.
4.3  Cemetery fence.
After inspecting the area, Cllr. Narborough believed the fence had been breached by children, possibly on the way to & from school to avoid the long walk via the road from Maes-y-Brenin.   It was, however, apparent that people were walking over grave which was totally unacceptable.  There is a small piece of land, believed to belong to Swalec through which a footpath could be made which would avoid the long route around.   It was resolved to write to Gwalia Housing to request that the fence is reinstated and also to Swalec to investigate the provision of a footpath through their property.
The Clerk to write as above.

4.4  Rhayader TIC.
A recent e-mail informed that due to the prolonged sick leave of J. Gareth Thomas to discuss Rhayader TIC, a meeting has been arranged at the Arches with Julie Lewis of PCC Tourism Section at 6pm on Wednesday 9th December 2009.   The Chairman urged as many Councillors as possible to attend.
4.5  Managing Community Council money – Checklist.
In order to allow Councillors more time to study the Checklist, its relevance to RTC and the Council’s compliance with it,  it was resolved to refer the item until the December meeting. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon above & below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda and others received after it was issued were noted.

5.1 Powys Youth Service: Request payment of agreed grant. Resolved to make payment.

5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)

5.6 Dyfed-Powys Police Authority: Policing Plan 2010/13-request for comments.   RTC was asked to state which three from the list of priorities should apply to the Rhayader area.   It was resolved that the most relevant were: “Visibility of police”, “Vehicle crime” & “Anti-social behaviour”.
The Clerk to complete and return the form as above.
Cllr. Curry informed that crime statistics for Rhayader can be accessed on the Dyfed-Powys website.

He also reminded Councillors of the PACT meeting in the Leisure Centre at 7pm on 26th November and the Community Consultative Meeting at Llandrindod High School at 7pm on 3rd December.

R2k invited a representative/s from RTC to attend a meeting concerning the Rhayader Wildlife Tourism Project at 2pm 1st December at CARAD.   Cllr Williams stated that she would be there.  
5.7
PCC: Invitation to reception.   It was resolved that Cllr. Price & Rowe will represent RTC.

The Clerk to inform PCC. 

5.8
NSPCC: Request for funding.   It was resolved to consider this application with any others received in or by January 2010.
The Clerk to retain as above.
Correspondence received after the agenda was issued:
CAB: Request for funding.   It was resolved to consider this application with any others received in or by January 2010.

The Clerk to retain as above.
6.
PLANNING

Since the agenda was issued an application and notices of decisions have been received.   Cllr. Curry declared an interest & left the room.
Addition details consultation - P2009 0321 for Full:  Residential development (10 houses) & alterations to existing access at Old Builders Supplies Depot, Cae Glas, Rhayader, Powys.   It was considered that the accompanying drawing did not address the objections previously raised by RTC.   The Council’s views, previously advised to PCC, therefore remained unchanged.
The Clerk to advise PCC that nothing in this application has served to change RTC stated objections to the original proposal.
Notice was received that the following Applications had been granted permission: RAD/2007/0151, P2008 0048, P/2009/08019 & P/2009/1005.  
Notice was received that Application P/2009/0836 had been refused permission.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £5.16 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.
1.2 £275 - Clerk’s invoice – November. Agreed.

1.3 £327.75 – BDO LLP – Audit. Agreed.

1.4 £500 - PCC – Powys Extreme 2009. Agreed.

1.5 £165 – D. Morris – troughs & planters.  It was noted that although this was £15 more than quoted it also included fertilizer & Compost. Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr Davies gave a report on the activities of R2K.
Councillors were extremely pleased to see the new cross installed on top of the Clock particularly since it was in place for the Remembrance Service.   It was agreed it looked splendid.   The cross was made by Chris Rees.   Derek Cadwallader, Glyn Morgan, Robert Lewis & John Rees assisted in the installation. It was resolved that letters of thanks be those involved.
The Clerk to write to Chris & Derek and those who helped.
Cllr. Curry understood that PCC were pursuing the owner of a lorry which mounted the bells at the Clock and damage the paintwork on them.
Concern was expressed that by comparison to other nearby towns, little coverage of  Council matters appears in the Press. It was resolved to review the situation shortly.

Cllr. J. Jones said that the path from the Bryn to the mill was virtually impassable and the gate was locked.   It is believed that the path is a Right of Way and that there used to be a finger post.   It was resolved to contact the ROW department.

The Clerk to contact ROW.
It was considered that the Heather Garden on the North Street Roundabout would benefit from a tidy up.   It was resolved to ask George McManus to carry out the work.

Cllr. Davies to speak with George.

Cllr Davies said that the fingerposts needed to be cleaned. It was resolved obtain a quote.

Cllr Davies to obtain a quote from the window cleaner.
Powys Carers were to hold a coffee morning on 4th December at Hafan Home to make the public aware of their service.   Their advertising gave RTC credit for the funding given towards the event.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Bridge lights

2.
Managing Community Council money – Checklist.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 16th December 2009.

The meeting closed at 8.50p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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