17th September 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2008 AT  7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
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Prior to the meeting Mr. Peter Cox updated the Council on the present status of the Community Museum.   Work had begun and subject to satisfactory weather, the opening would be before the summer holidays 2009.   It was suggested that the Museum should be added to PCC’s signs.   A marketing plan needed to be drawn up.   There would be a permanent exhibition in the first floor and the downstairs area would be changed periodically.   It was hoped that the Museum would become a hub for heritage in the area.
1. APOLOGIES:  Cllr. C. Davies.
The Chairman reported that he had attended the Crossfield House Fun Day at which Sir Richard Livesey had praised the efforts of residents, staff & PCC in the campaign to secure the future of the Home, but made no mention of  the huge input by RTC, particularly that of Cllr. C. Evans.   It was also noted that in press releases by the Liberal Democrats & Conservatives made no recognition of RTC. 
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 20th August 2008.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Community/Leisure Centre split:  Councillors had hoped to receive projected costs involved in the full split envisaged by Neil Mathews, but to date this had not been provided.   Cllr Price suggested that it would be more practical if the Working Group was restricted to RTC’s three representatives on the Leisure Centre Management Committee (i.e. Cllrs. C. Evans, D. Jones & L. Price).   This was unanimously agreed.

Threat to future of Hafan Day Centre:   It had been suggested to Councillors that PCC wished to extend the Small Lounge at the Leisure Centre by the addition of a conservatory and to move the Day Centre there from Hafan.   Hafan Trustees are seeking a meeting with Nyrie Bevan of PCC to discuss the future of the Day Centre.   It was reported that at this time the Centre’s funding is only sufficient to last to March 2009.

County Cllr. Curry had arranged to meet Paul Griffiths & Nyrie Bevan to discuss PCC’s intentions.   Cllr. Lewis believed that proposals in several areas appeared to be Officer led, with complete disregard of the implications to Rhayader’s requirements and would result in more unused buildings in the Town.   Councillors were apprehensive about this trend and in the case of Hafan, where the Town had already lost the Chiropodist, wondered if the Day Care Centre was to be moved out, how long would it be before the dental Surgery was affected ? 
4.3  Tourism Grant update:  Cllr. C. Evans informed that work to rectify the Thru Glass display was imminent.

8. Broken manhole etc:  Cllr. B. Evans informed that some of this work had been started by PCC.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.3 Cwmdauddwr Pound gate:  Cllr Price declared an interest and left the room.   Chris Rees had offered to make the gate free of charge providing someone helped him hang the new gate and RTC met the cost of materials.   He had obtained quotes for the timber of £353.42 for oak & £41.40 for untreated planed softwood inclusive of VAT.   When asked, he suggested verbally that if treated softwood was required the cost would be in the region of £100.   The Council gladly accepted his kind offer to do the 
work and agreed to meet the cost of materials and arrange for assistance in the hanging.   It was resolved that the gate should be made of treated planed softwood.

The Clerk to thank Chris Rees and ask him to make the gate with treated timber.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Finance Sub Committee Report.  Cllr B. Evans reported that the predicted figures suggested that it was now appropriate to transfer back the £5,000 which had previously been moved from the Reserve & Maintenance Account as a precautionary measure to ensure the Current Account cash flow was protected.   This was agreed unanimously.   It was also suggested that as a result of the work currently being undertaken to determine the Council’s total assets, to the future the Reserve & Maintenance A/c could possibly need to be used to finance asset management.   It is therefore possible that this function could necessitate periodically adding funds to the account 
The Clerk to arrange the transfer.
With regard to the donation of £250 given to Rhayader Girl Guides, Cllr. B. Evans had been informed that the two Guides involved in the trips to USA and Holland did not benefit from use of equipment purchased with the RTC Grant.   Councillors were somewhat surprised at this information and after discussion it was resolved to seek clarification from the District Commissioner of the use of to which the donation had been put and to inform the parents of the girls what had been done by RTC.

The Clerk to contact the District Commissioner and Cllr. J. Jones contact the parents. 
4.2  Consideration of applications for funding already received.   The first application considered was from Hope House (item 5.11).   Cllr. Price, seconded by Cllr. Williams proposed that £200 be donated.   Cllr. D. Evans seconded by Cllr. Narborough proposed that no donation be made.   On a vote, there was  one abstention and each proposal attracted 5 votes.   The Chairman made a casting vote to donate £200.  It was resolved to make the payment from the Recycling Account.
The Clerk to make the payment as above.
Cllr. Humphreys was of the opinion that the Council should not make grants to “National” organisations from Precept payments.   There was considerable sympathy with this opinion and it was resolved to discuss the issue at the October meeting with a view to formulating a policy/procedure for dealing with all applications for funding.   As the Bryntitli Fund (by definition) is specifically for local community funding, it was not considered that this need be part of such a discussion.   In light of this decision it was resolved that the other two applications (Wales Air Ambulance and Shelter) due to be considered should be postponed pending the outcome of the discussion.
4.3 A470 petition.  Cllr Williams had passed out the forms.   It was resolved to consider this item next month.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above and below, were noted.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.1  PCC: Outcome of Consultation-Core Area for Street Lighting.   Cllr D. Jones believed that lights had not been switched off in a sensible manner.    Cllr. Lewis said that public response had been massive.   People were not so concerned about lights being switched off, but where and at what time it happened.   
Councillors were of the opinion that the drastic reduction of street illumination posed a serious threat to public safety.  It was resolved that Councillors would do a tour of inspection to determine where extinguishing street lighting presented a threat to safety so that an informed protest could be made to PCC.   The tour would start at the Clock at 7.30p.m. Tuesday 23rd September 2008.
5.2  Ballot Paper – Radnorshire Sub-Committee of Standards Committee.   The Clerk had completed and  returned the ballot paper in favour of Cllr. C. Evans – RTC’s candidate.
5.4  PCC:  Planning Department – proposed application viewing via Internet.   This item had caused  adverse responses from Clerks to several Councils including RTC.   The feeling was that PCC wished to relieve itself of the cost of reproducing plans etc. and this would put the cost on to Community Councils.   When the Clerk informed Cllr. Curry of this correspondence he rapidly obtained an assurance from Alan Southerby, PCC Senior Development Manager, that until councils are in a position to receive applications electronically, paper copies will continue to be supplied by PCC. 
5.5  PCC:  Draft decision on proposed removal of Payphones – Objections by RTC had been recorded on the attached list but there was an additional phone on the list which had not been included on the original.   Enquiries with PCC revealed that it had the wrong postcode and in fact was not in RTC’s area.
5.10  National Association for Colitis & Crohn’s Disease (Aberystwyth) request for grant.   It was resolved that this appeal should not be supported since it was not in RTC’s area.   
6.
PLANNING
6.1 P2008 1275 Full: Erection of a small scale renewable energy scheme (including a wind charger, solar panel & mast) at Wellhouse Building, Wye Inlet, Ddole, Rhayader, Powys.

There were no objections to this application.
6.2 P20081281 Full: Alterations & extensions to existing bungalow at highlands, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.
Cllrs. C. Evans, D. Evans & M. Rowe declared an interest and left the room.

There were no objections to this application.
6.3 P2008 1319  Full: Erection of 3 storey dwelling at land at Penporth, Church Street, Rhayader, Powys.
The Clerk had spoken with PCC who confirmed that this application varied little from the application which RTC considered in April 2008.   Councillors resolved that their opinion of the application remained the same i.e. they had no objection to the appearance of the proposed dwelling itself and considered that it would fit in with the surrounding houses but the following points should be considered before planning consent is granted:

· There appears to be only pedestrian access to the site.

· The rear access appears to be very restricted.

· The front access to Church Street, unlike that of the adjacent property, will be directly on to the roadway, there being no pavement at the proposed location.

· The close proximity of the electrical sub-station.

· Councillors considered that the existing stone wall should be retained other than were the pedestrian access is made.

6.
PLANNING (CONT)
· The absence of vehicular access or off road parking will implicitly increase the demand for on road parking space in an already congested area  
The Clerk to acquaint PCC of the Council’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £614.52 – Elwyn Jones & Sons – erecting signs, benches & notice boards.   Agreed
1.2 £106.50 – Office Solutions (Wales) - office supplies.   Agreed
1.3 £275 – Clerk’s invoice- September.   Agreed
Since the agenda had been prepared, 2 further items had been received.   Both Rhayader Day Care Centre - Hafan and The Groe Trust had sought payment of their allotted payments from the Precept.  They were:
£500 - Rhayader Day Care Centre – Hafan.   Agreed.
£1,000 - The Gro Trust.   Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

All business had been covered above.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1.
Formulation of policy/procedure for dealing with funding applications.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 22nd October 2008.

The meeting closed at 9.24 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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