17th June 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH JUNE 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
J.A. Humphreys
	D. Jones
J. Jones
E. Narborough
	L. Price.

M. Rowe
J. Stuart
	G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


Prior to the meeting, Dorienne Robinson gave an overview of the Transition Towns scenario and an update on the progress with Transition Town Rhayader so far.   Initially £44,000 has been made available to provide a renewable energy source in the area.   Six locations had been considered and a site near Argoed Mill had been selected for a hydro plant which it is hoped to be functional by February 2011.   It is planned to fit out a suitable recipient community building as an example of what can be achieved.   The Group are interested in the possibility of doing this at the Old School and will approach the Trustees.   It is anticipated that capital will remain which would permit a retro-fit elsewhere.
Predicted output from Argoed is adequate for 12 average UK homes (52MW).   A scheme located at Rhyd-hir brook would power 4/5 homes (21MW).
Cllr. J. Jones said that many Elan Valley farms still relied on generators as their sole supply of electricity, but water power was plentiful in the area.   Dorienne would ultimately like to include such properties.  
1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs. C.R. Davies, A. Lewis, M. Lloyd.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED   The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 20th May 2009 and the Special meeting held on 29th May 2009.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4 (18th Feb) PCC Costs:  Cllr. Humphreys thanked Cllr. Curry for the information he had provided concerning the consultants paid less than £20,000 per annum.   Cllr Humphreys remained concerned because the total outlay of this category constituted the second highest group of all contractors.   He wondered if such usage might be as a consequence of convenience rather than necessity and wished to enquire of PCC what are the Standing Orders for authorising external consultants and contractors, what are the criteria and financial thresholds involved and whether requests for external assistance are approved by officers or councillors.   Cllr. Price was able to inform the meeting that tenders are opened by the Legal Department.   She undertook to make further enquiries in an attempt to clarify the points raised.

Cllr. Price to attempt to compile relevant information for the July meeting.
4.1 Social Services/Leisure Centre Consultation Document:   There was a good deal of information to discuss on this on-going matter and at the Chairman’s suggestion it was resolved to make it an extra agenda item, No. 6a, after the planning items.
4.3 Finance& Assets Sub Committee:  Cllr. B. Evans was continuing to investigate more beneficial placement of Council funds, but to date had not been able to locate a suitable alternatives which were prepared to deal with Town Councils.   It was resolved to hold a short meeting of the Sub Committee on 24th June 2009 to discuss the matter further.
4.4 Town Clock:  The Clerk had not yet entered into any correspondence concerning parking on the chevrons by the Clock and sought clarification on what Councillors actually wished to be written.  
Cllr. Stuart informed the meeting that the white chevrons indicate no crossing, not no parking.   After discussion it was resolved to rescind the previous decision to request action on this matter.  
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Determination of a reasonable limit on spending before 2 quotes are required.
It was resolved to raise the limit before which two quotes are required from £100 to £250. 
4.2  Determination of the most suitable evening of the week to hold future meetings.
It was resolved that future monthly meetings will normally be held on Mondays at 7pm . 
4.3  Procedure for Site Meetings.
Cllr. C. Evans provided information and advice from Wyn Richards of PCC on the subject of the manner in which planning applications should be handled by Town Councils.

It was resolved that:

· A Planning Committee shall be set up to deal with all planning applications.   This Committee will comprise all members of the Town Council.
· A quorum shall comprise three members.

· The planning Committee shall normally meet immediately prior to the normal monthly meetings of Rhayader Town Council or at other times as agreed by the Council.   All meetings of the Planning Committee will be advertised in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 and the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 to ensure that members of the public may exercise their right to attend.

· Membership of the Planning Committee will be confirmed annually at the AGM.
· Site Meetings may be used as fact finding tools only.   Any subsequent decision must be reached by the Planning Committee within a previously advertised meeting.
4.4  Appointment of Council representatives.
CARAD suggested that the Town Council may wish to appoint two representatives to attend all their meetings including those concerning the Community Museum. It was resolved that the representatives should be Cllr. G. Williams and Cllr. J. Jones.

The Clerk to inform CARAD of the nominees.
The Cwmdauddwr School Trust had accepted RTC’s serving representatives, Cllrs. L. Price and J. Jones, as Trustees.  Cllrs. D. Jones and M. Lloyd are Trustees in their own right.   The Constitution of the Trust does not allow more than 4 members from any one organisation.   Whilst previous advice from PCC seemed to indicate that a representative of RTC to an organisation who is also Chairman of that organisation, can declare a personal interest and with certain circumstances remain and take part in RTC’s discussions concerning that organisation, a Trustee’s first loyalty must be to the Trust not the Council, which would compromise their ability to be RTC representatives. 

Cllr C. Evans undertook to seek clarification.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned below, were noted.
5.1 WAG: Consultation on proposed changes to Account & Audit Wales Regulations.   It was felt that the proposed changes were not relevant to RTC, but it was resolved to seek advice from One Voice Wales.
The Clerk to contact One Voice Wales.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
Additional item  PCC: Invitation to send two RTC representatives to discuss Leisure Centre Funding.
It was resolved that Cllrs. L. Price, C. Evans and D. Jones would attend  with Cllr Lewis in reserve. 
6.
PLANNING

Cllr Curry left the room whilst all planning applications were discussed.
6.1 P2009 0309 Full: Erection of front and side extension with increase to roof height to incorporate living space within roof at The Bryn, Station Road, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr Rowe declared an interest and left the room.   It was resolved to hold a site meeting about this application.
6.1 P2009 0649 Full: Erection of two storey extension at Wengen, Station Road, Rhayader Powys.

It was resolved to hold a site meeting about this application.

Due to the proximity of these two sites it was resolved to commence the Site Meeting s at 7pm on Wednesday 24th June 2009.  A meeting of the Planning Committee will be held at 7.30pm at the Old School on the same evening
ADDITIONAL ITEM: 
6a.
SOCIAL SERVICES/LEISURE CENTRE CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
Cllr. C. Evans reported that via dialogue with Sue Glenn of PCC, the draft questionnaire had now been altered to incorporate some of RTC’s comments thereby involving this Council in the process.   A further meeting was scheduled at the Leisure Centre the following day.   Cllr. Humphreys said that he wished to record appreciation of all the work on this matter which Cllr. Evans had done on the Council’s behalf.   This was unanimously agreed.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – June.   Agreed.
1.2 £40 – George McManus – Heather garden maintenance.   Agreed.

An invoice for £150 for supply of plants & materials and for planting all the containers had been received from D. Morris since the agenda was prepared.   This was £10 more than the estimate given, but was considered value for money & agreed for payment.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS
Cllr. J. Jones proposed that a letter of congratulations be sent to Rhayader Young Farmers Club congratulating them on winning the Rally for the 5th time running.   It was resolved to do so.
The Clerk to send a letter as above.
Cllr. J. Jones informed the Council that John Rees & he had cleaned out the Cwmdauddwr Pound.   Members thanked Cllr. Jones and resolved to send a letter of thanks to John Rees.

The Clerk to send a letter as above.
Cllr. D. Jones expressed concern that HGV’s continue to attempt to access the Powys Council Depot via Station Road despite it being unsuitable for such use.   It was resolved to write to PCC pointing out the unsuitability and requesting a sign be erected at the bottom of Station Road saying “No access to Powys County Council Depot for HGV’s”.

The Clerk to send a letter as above.

8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)

Cllr. Narborough expressed concern that despite the road at the Police Station Pitch being marked up some time ago, it continues to break up.   It was also reported that some coping stones on the bridge have become loose.  It was resolved to request PCC attend to these items as a matter of urgency.

The Clerk to contact PCC to act as above.
It was resolved to arrange a walk round by Councillors to determine the winner of the Garden of the Year 2009 during Carnival week.   Cllr Williams undertook to collect the perpetual trophy from last year’s winner Mr. Hazelgrave.

Cllr. Williams to collect the trophy from Mr. Hazelgrave.
As it was considered that the Council’s flags are beginning to look worse for wear, it was resolved that the Clerk should seek prices for their replacement.
The Clerk to seek prices for replacement flags.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.  Leisure Centre.

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 27th July 2009.

The meeting closed at  8.55p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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