16th December 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY  16th DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	D.O. Evans
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

C. Evans
	J. Humphreys
D. Jones
A. Lewis
	M. Lloyd
M. Rowe

E. Narborough
	L. Price
J. Stuart
G. Williams

	County Cllr.
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1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. J. Jones,
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED  The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 17th November 2009 and the planning meeting held on 30th November 2009.   It was resolved they both be accepted as a true record. 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(20th October) Allotment interest: Only two replies had been received from applicants wishing to meet with RTC & Chris Tully.  Chris had told the Clerk that, if overspill parking was indeed an issue, only part of the land suggested for allotments on the Weirglodd need be taken.  He believed that the land at Cae Melin was now covered by hardcore and that the Caeherbert Lane plot is possibly to be used for the "Community Garden" by Community Support in conjunction others.  Apparently provision of some allotments on the site may be part of the scheme.
Councillors were surprised at Chris’ comment about Cae Melin and Cllr. D. Jones undertook to investigate.   Cllr. Curry undertook to contact RDCS and the Well being Club to find out the intended scope for the site and what progress had been made on their aspirations.

It was resolved to ask Chris Tully to meet with Councillors at the 3 sites to assess their suitability.
The Clerk to contact Chris Tully, Cllrs. D. Jones & K. Curry to investigate as above. 
4.2 (20th October) Crosfeild House update:  Cllr. Stuart had received a reply tom his personal letter of protest to RBL which promised to ensure that such appeals are not directed to local residents during this period of uncertainty about the future of Crosfield House.   RTC had had acknowledgement of their letter but no reply to date.   Councillors had heard reports that there was a proposal to raise funds to open a home near Carmarthen which would cater for the residents such as those at Crosfield House.   It was resolved to determine who wished to do so and inform them of the facilities which already exist here.

Cllr. Davies to make enquiries about who was involved in the proposal.
4.3 Cemetery fence:  The fence had been repaired by Gwalia Housing but Swalec had not yet been approached. 
5.7 PCC: Invitation to reception:  Cllr. Rowe had attended the function which he considered was excellently done but which produced no result of which he was aware.
8. Urgent Business:  Cllr Curry reported that PCC would undertake the remedial work required to the Clock environs and the invoice the driver’s firm.
No reply had been received to date from PCC ROW office.
3a. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cllr. D. Evans gave a résume of the events at which he had represented the Council since the last meeting.
3b: REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORTS
Smithfield Trust:  Cllr. D. Evans informed that defective drains were to be repaired and the pens updated to latest standards.
Cllr. Narborough, Portfolio Holder for Police & Fire, reported that in the Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Authority: Action & Improvement Plans he could detect indicated there would be no change in this area.  
4. AGENDA ITEMS
4.1  Bridge lights
Cllr. B. Evans had established that sodium flood lights for the project could be purchased for about £93 each but suitable, good quality spot lights had proved difficult to source.   To date he had only been able to locate one supplier at a cost of £345.   Jimmy Lloyd had already agreed that the lights could be fixed on his property.   It was resolved that quotes be sought for electricians to supply and install two floodlights an one spotlight in the agreed positions or to install only (when RTC would need to obtain quotes for supply).
Cllr. B. Evans to seek quotes as above.  
4.2  Managing Community Council money – Checklist.

It was resolved that this item be handled by the Assets & Finance & Assets Sub Committee.
4.3  Leisure Centre.
Items 5.1 PCC: Notes on joint Leisure centre meeting & 5.2 PCC: Leisure Centre Leasing were included within discussions about this item.   Cllr. Curry reported that new estimates had been done and quotes were being sought for the required work.
Whilst it had not been RTC’s stated aim to assume “a formal role in accessing the hall” as proposed by PCC, it was considered prudent to explore the implications of this approach.   It was resolved to inform PCC that RTC looked forward to a meeting to discuss the way forward on this matter.
The Clerk to write to PCC as above.
In answer to Cllr. Narborough, Cllr Curry said that the Leisure Working Group remained current. 
5. CORRESPONDENCE

With the exception of those commented upon above & below, all items of correspondence listed on the agenda and others received after it was issued were noted.
5.8 PCC: Register of Electors – Request Form.   It was resolved to request a copy.

The Clerk to make the request.
5.9 PCC: Precept requirement 2010/2011.   It was resolved to discuss RTC’s requirement at a meeting on January 12th 2011.
5.10 PCC: Powys local housing market assessment questionnaire.  It was resolved that instead of submitting a reply from RTC, Councillors wishing to do so, should complete and return the form using their own individual views.
Councillors to submit replies as they wish.
PCC: Proposed removal of payphones.   As it is believed that there are no red telephone boxes within RTC’s wards, it was agreed that the matter had no relevance to the Town Council.

5. CORRESPONDENCE (CONT.)
Zurich Insurance plc: renewal notice.   The premium of £1405.20 was in line with the increase for the remaining period of the year which RTC had already approved in September to include use of the 
Council’s mower on land not owned by RTC.   It was resolve to purchase the insurance from Zurich.   Previous attempts to get quotes from other sources had been unsuccessful but it was resolved that such attempts be continued in the future.
R2K: Development of Wildlife Tourism for Rhayader & District.  Councillors are agreed that this is an excellent initiative and fully support its aims.
The Clerk to acquaint R2K with RTC’s views.
6.
PLANNING

The following application was received after the Agenda was issued:

P2009 1292 for Outline: Erection of a dwelling & creation of a new vehicular access (to also serve no.1 Cae Pwll) at plot adjacent to Cae Pwll, Cwmdauddwr, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. Curry declared an interest and left the room.

There were no objections to this proposal and it was resolved to recommend its acceptance.

The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s decision.
7.
FINANCE

1.1 £287.50 – Fingers and forks – CARAD Museum opening. Agreed

1.2 £275 – Clerk’s invoice – December. Agreed
Invoices received after the Agenda was issued:
£5.29 – Office Solution (Wales) – Office supplies. Agreed.

£1405.20 – Zurich Insurance plc – Premium. Agreed
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. C. Evans suggested that as R2K had been unsuccessful in securing funding to refurbish the notice board by the Dark Lane car park, Councillors might wish to consider if RTC should do so.   It was resolved to add this to the agenda for the January meeting.

Cllr Davies queried why flashing speed signals had been installed at Erwood and Cilmery when it had been indicated to RTC that even if such signs were erected at Rhayader, the Authorities would enforce their removal.

The Clerk to enquire as above.
Cllr. Lewis suggested that RTC congratulate Elan Valley Mutton on their recent success in obtaining a Gold for their produce.   It was resolved to do so.
The Clerk to forward RTC’s congratulations to Tony & Angela Davies.
Cllr. B. Evans was extremely concerned that despite making representations to Swalec, two corroding metal posts carrying power in Tanners had not been replaced.  The posts continued to deteriorate and it was felt they posed a threat to neighbouring properties.   It was resolved to request that PCC take action to mitigate the perceived threat.
The Clerk to contact Lee Williams, PCC Lighting Engineer as above.
Cllr Lewis suggested that Councillors should organise a “walkround” in the near future.   It was resolved to do so.

8.
URGENT BUSINESS (CONT)
Cllr. Curry informed that there was a strong feeling that the proposed nursery should be located at  Bryntirion School.  Other sites were unable to provide facilities which allowed equipment to be left out overnight.   Tentative plans involve a joint purchase between the Nursery, Rhayader Young Farmers & the 
Playgroup of a building on the site which would provide suitable, separate accommodation for each organisation and thus enable them to use their areas as they wish. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MONTHLY MEETING


1. Refurbishment of area by Dark Lane car park
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 12th January  2010.

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 19th January  2010.

The Finance & Assets Sub Committee will meet at 7.00pm on Tuesday 5th January.

The meeting closed at  8.40 p.m.
Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor D.O. Evans
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