16th January 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  16TH JANUARY 2008 AT 7.00 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT
	Chairman Councillor
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

D.O. Evans

C.R. Davies,
	E. Narborough

D. Jones
J. Jones
	A. Lewis
L. Price.

M. Rowe
	G. Williams.




1. APPOLOGIES: Cllrs. C. Evans, J. Rowe, M. Lloyd
The meeting was a closed meeting to discuss the Precept requirements for 2008/2009 and the distribution of grants from the Bryntitli Fund.
2.
CORRESPONDENCE
2.1
Powysxtreme Summer Scheme 2008: Request for funding.   Cllr. Narborough said that the scheme was of great benefit to the youth of the Town and proposed that once again £500 be allocated from the Recycling Account.   This was seconded by Cllr. Davies and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to inform Powys Youth Service of the Council’s decision.
2.2 Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre: Request for promised Precept payment.   Cllr. Davies said that this had already been agreed and proposed it be paid.   This was seconded by Cllr Price and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange for payment to be made.
2.3 Round the Lakes Race: Thank you but no longer need the support allocated to them in the Precept.   Councillors were extremely pleased to learn that the organisation was now self sustaining and appreciative at their decision to ask that funding be discontinued.   It was resolved to send RTC’s congratulations on their success.
The Clerk to write as above.
2.4 Rhayader Town Football Club: Request for funding.   The request was for financial assistance towards work in the “dug-out” areas where, to combat the cutting up of natural turf they wish to have Astro Turf installed.   It was noted that the Club had made a similar application to the Bryntitli Fund.   Cllr. Price said that the Club had done very well to become reinstated in the Mid Wales League and should be congratulated.   Cllr. Humphreys said that he was no longer involved in the administration of the Club and it was resolved that he should therefore not need to declare an interest.   Cllr. D. Evans said that in principal he fully supported any move to help the Club , but in the absence of any detailed estimate he queried the cost and wondered if, in view of the usage of the area concerned, there was not an more economic alternative means of achieving their aims.   Cllr. B. Evans confirmed that there possibly was, in the form of a grid similar to that used at the Groe under the swings.
Cllr. Price excused herself and left the meeting.

It was resolved that the Club be informed that the Council supports their request in principal but that it is unable to grant funding without evidence of  more detailed quotations.  It was suggested that unless it could be demonstrated that Astro Turf is the only material that can be used for the job, the Club also investigate the use of an alternative product (to this end they may wish to consult with the Groe Trust who had experience of the use of support grids).   As a result of the above decisions, it was further resolved that this request be considered from other Council resources and not with the Bryntitli Fund applications
The Clerk to inform the Club as above and request sight of specific quote and evidence of consideration of alternative solutions to the problem.
2.
CORRESPONDENCE(CONT)
2.5
One Voice Wales: Details of Planning training seminar for Councillors.  Noted.
A letter from Powys County Council had been received since the agenda was prepared which informed of an appeal  by the applicants of PR2768/01 against the Local Planning Authority’s refusal to grant permission.   The letter indicated that in the absence of a withdrawal of RTC’s objections or any additional objections, they would be forwarded to the National Assembly.   It was resolved that the objections remain unaltered.
The Clerk to confirm to PCC that RTC’s standpoint remains unchanged.
3.
FINANCES
3a)  Finance Sub Committee Comments.
The Sub committee made the following recommendations: 

· Since at the moment it is not certain whether further costs to support the Tourism Grant Project may be encountered, the £2,000 previously transferred from the Reserve and Maintenance Account should remain in the Current Account until the end of the this financial year, when an informed decision could be made.

· Because the Council will be required to meet costs of up to £1,500 if an election needs to be held in 2008, this amount should be included in the 2008/09 Precept calculation.

· The amount allocated to s137 in the 2008/09 Precept should be reduced to £3,000
3b)  Town Council Projects update & financial implications.

The information known to date had been included in the predictions issued to all Councillors prior to the meeting.
3c)  Precept Rhayader Town Council 2008 / 2009.
It was resolved to adopt the recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee that Electoral Costs of £1,500 and a total of £3,000 for s137 be included in the Precept calculation.
It was further resolved that the figure for General Admin be reduced to £400, the Mayor’s Allowance be increased to £975 (in line with previously agreed policy), Insurance costs raised to £980, Auditor costs raised to £425.

Cllrs Humphreys and B. Evans declared an interest in the issue of Xmas lights and took no part in the relevant discussions after Cllr Evans had stated that it was to be hoped that the use of some low wattage bulbs would help to combat the price of electricity.   It was resolved the figure for electricity for Xmas Lights be reduced to £1,000.
Cllr Humphreys declared an interest in the Carnival Committee and Cllr B. Evans in the Groe Trust.   They took no part in the relevant discussions.   It was resolved that figures for the following remain the same as last year: Rent (£200), Clerk’s Salary (£3,300), Carnival (£750), Churchyard grass cut (£200) The Groe Trust (£1,000),
Cwmdauddwr Community Centre (£500) and Hafan Day Care Centre (£500).

As noted above, there is no longer a requirement to give financial aid to the Round the Lakes Race.
3.
FINANCES (CONT)
As a result of the foregoing, the following resultant figures were agreed unanimously:

	General Admin
	£400

	Rent
	£200

	Clerks Salary
	£3,300

	Mayors Allowance
	£975

	Insurance
	£980

	Auditor
	£425

	Carnival
	£750

	Churchyard Grass Cut
	£200

	Groe
	£1,000

	Xmas Lights
	£1,000

	Cwmdauddwr Community Centre
	£500

	Hafan Day Care Centre
	£500

	Electoral Costs
	£1,500

	S137
	£3,000

	TOTAL
	£14,730


The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s requirements via the Precept and of its commitment to the Cwmdauddwr Community Centre.
4. BRYNTITLI FUND
Seventeen applications had been received for grants from the Bryntitli Trust Fund.   In the light of decision reached in Item 2.4 above, it was resolved that the application from Rhayader Town Football Club would be excluded from the Bryntitli awards as this was to be considered at a later date from other sources.
The remaining applications were considered and decisions agreed as follows:

Darby & Joan Club - Towards 3 outings.   Cllr Narborough proposed that £150 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr Williams.   Cllr Davies proposed that £250 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr D. Jones.   On a vote Cllr. Narborough’s proposal to donate £150 was carried.

Rhayader Under 5’s – Towards an outdoor play area.   Cllr D. Evans proposed £150 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously. 
Rhayader YMCA – To continue internal refurbishment of Dolgerddon Hall.   Cllr. Lewis declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed an award of £500, this was seconded by Cllr. Davies and carried unanimously.

Rhayader & District Male Voice Choir – Towards the provision of sheet music and new uniforms.

Cllr. D. Evans proposed that £100 be awarded specifically towards the provision of sheet music, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.
Rhayader 2000 Ltd. – towards production costs of the Newsletter.   Cllrs. D. Evans and Davies declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. Lewis proposed that £200 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.
4.
BRYNTITLI FUND (CONT)

Rhayader & District Community Support-Telecentre – Towards running costs.   Cllr. J. Jones proposed that £200 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.

Action 50+ Group – To design and print stationary and pay postage.   Cllr. Lewis proposed that no award be made, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.  
Film Club Rhayader – Towards running costs.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed £100 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. D. Evans and carried unanimously.

Nantgwyllt Church – Towards storage unit & table.   Cllr. D. Jones proposed £100 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. Narborough and carried unanimously.

St Clements Parochial Church Council – Towards cost of rebuilding wall.   Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed £100 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. Davies.   Cllr. M. Rowe proposed that no award be made, this was seconded by Cllr. Lewis.  On a vote Cllr Evans’s proposal to donate £100 was carried.

Voices in Unity – Towards cost of new piano.   Cllr. Humphreys declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. D. Jones proposed £100 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans.   Cllr Williams proposed that £150 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. Davies. On a vote Cllr Jones’s proposal to donate £100  was carried.
Rhayader & District Vintage Show Committee – Towards cost of signs for events.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed £250 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. D. Evans and carried unanimously.   Councillors continue to be very appreciative of this ongoing event and applaud the Committee’s actions in making donations to local charities, but concern was expressed that their generosity may have been  contributory to the Committee’s need to seek Bryntitli funding.   Councillors were not entirely comfortable with a situation which effectively subsidised donations to a third party.   It was considered however that this would likely be an isolated occurrence, but it was resolved to acquaint the Committee with RTC’s viewpoint.  
Groe Trust – Towards provision of further play equipment.   Cllr. B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   Cllr. Davies proposed £500 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. D. Evans and carried unanimously.
 Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre – Towards cost of incorporating health & safety/disability requirements.   Cllrs. B. Evans, Davies & D. Jones declared an interest and left the room.

Cllr. Narborough  proposed £300 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. M. Rowe and carried unanimously.
Rhayader Players – Towards the cost of 6 radio headsets & chargers.   Cllr. Williams proposed £300 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.
St Brides Church – Repair of Churchyard gates.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed £100 be awarded, this was seconded by Cllr. D. Evans and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to inform the applicants of RTC’s decisions and invite recipients to the February meeting.

5.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Lewis had been informed that staff at the Rhayader TIC had been encouraged to seek alternative jobs in PCC.   The obvious implication of this would seem to be the closure of Rhayader TIC is imminent.
No reply had yet been received to Cllr. C Evans’s letter to Chief Executive Mark Kerr.

It was resolved to write to write to Gareth Hughes of PCC to seek clarification on the issue.

The Clerk to ask Gareth Thomas if the Rhayader TIC is indeed under threat of closure.
The Clerk had posted advertisements inviting nominations for the Citizen of the Year 2008.   It was resolved that he order the same type of trophy from Mid Wales Trophies as in previous years.
The Clerk to order the trophy as above.
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
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