14th March 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH MARCH 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	E. Narborough

	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
D.O. Evans
C.R. Davies
	J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

J. Jones

M. Lloyd
	J. Rowe

M. Rowe,

L. Price




1. APOLOGIES: County Cllr. R. Tyler
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED

The minutes were those for the meeting on 21st February 2007.   Cllr. M Rowe stated that he also had declared an interest under item 5.15.   Cllr. Lloyd said that he had asked that the area by the Clock be attended to before Easter.   The Clerk apologised for these omissions.   Cllr. Price proposed that subject to these changes, the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Cllr. B. Evans reported that the new account for the Hall had been opened with the Swansea Building Society.
Cllr. Lloyd had received £40 from Mr. Cadwallader in settlement for rents owing for the garage in years 2004/5 and 2006/7.
Cllr. Lloyd to pass the cash to the Clerk for deposit into RTC’s current account.
4.1
Lights under Cwmdauddwr Bridge and Castle Area.

The Clerk reported that Roy Davies would be pleased to assist with the removal of the lights and will contact Martin to arrange this in the near future.

4.4
“Solar House”, Llwyn Lane.    

In reply to RTC’s letter Steve Packer of PCC will retrieve the files for the original planning permission and contact the Council as soon as possible.

4.7
Riverside Walk- urgent maintenance
In a letter, (item 5.1) Chris Tully stated that whilst PCC were indeed the owners of the ground, the problem was to determine which departments were responsible for its upkeep.   In a subsequent conversation with the Clerk he thought it was not presently likely that money could be made available for wheelchair access could be restored  over the path’s entire length, but he would organise adequate clearance from the Wye Lodge end  and ensure that the tables were cleared.   Cllr. C. Evans suggested the probation Service might be able to assist in this work.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (CONT).

Notices inviting nominations for Citizen of the Year 2007 had now been posted.   Informal comments about how the award was decided had been made to Cllr. Davies.   It was resolved to continue to make the choice in the traditional manner this year and discuss the rules governing entry and method of choice at a future meeting. 
In reply to RTC’s request for more salt bins in the Elan Valley, Gerrard Hughes asked if Cllr J. Jones could contact PCC’s inspector, Glyn Gerrard to discuss suitable locations.
Cllr. J. Jones to contact Glyn Gerrard. 
The Clerk had spoken with Lyndon Richards of PCC about the damaged tree near the end of the Elan Valley Trail.   He was advised that if it were to be replaced by a container grown tree, it would be necessary to continually water it throughout the spring and summer or it would probably die.   The best option was to wait until late November to replant.   Mr. Richards undertook to find out who “owned” the tree and if it was PCC he would “deal” with the present tree.   In any case he would visit the site in the near future and advise RTC accordingly.
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1 Representative on Price’s Trust.

Cllr. Lloyd requested that this item be again deferred for a month to allow the Trust time to sort out some details.   It was resolved so to do.   The Clerk had been asked by Mr. Lloyd Lewis whether the Council’s representatives were to the Price’s Trust or only the Old School.   Appointments at past AGMs stated “Cwmdauddwr School”.    However, the consensus of opinion within the Council believed that it was to the Trust, just as was the case of the Smithfield Trust.   It was resolved that this was a matter for the Price’s Trust to rule on and inform the Council accordingly.
Cllr. Lloyd to obtain clarification on the status of RTC’s representatives.
4.2
Signage.
Cllr. B. Evans reported that the Sub committee had toured the town to survey the existing signs and comment on their adequacy.
It is suggested that the “Welcome to Rhayader” signs should stay in the style they presently are, but request PCC to replace the missing one at the northern approach and request an additional sign on the St Harmon approach.

It is suggested to request an additional directional information sign in South Street some way before the existing one opposite Caeherbert Lane.
It is suggested that the directional information sign in East Street be raised above the fence or moved out towards the carriage way to enable it to be seen by drivers, especially when the leaves are on the trees.   Cllr. Lloyd, who owns the land on which it is sited, stated that he would have no objections to the sign being raised or to the trees being cut.

The directional information sign in North Street is rather near to the junction and also blocks wheelchair access to the ramp at the Lamb & Flag.   It is suggested that the sign be moved approximately 15 feet.
In general the signs should state the next town and “leading to” information in brackets, e.g. when traveling north : Newtown A44 (Aberystwyth A470). 

Cllr. B. Evans reported that the RAD Forum had suggested that an entry in the Newsletter should invite comments from the public on signs.

4.
AGENDA ITEMS(CONT).

Cllr. J. Jones said that the signage directing traffic down Water Lane were inadequate an resulted in vehicles turning into Sunnyfield.   He suggested that a further sign was needed to prevent this.   It was resolved to discuss the smaller signs at the next meeting.

Cllr Price commented that, despite previous requests to PCC, no sign clarifying the house numbering locations had been provided.

The Clerk to contact PCC to request this matter be tackled as a matter of urgency.
Cllr. C. Evans believed that signs should be provided to point the way to “The Elan Valley Lakes” and rather than a proliferation of signs at the Castle, they should be incorporated into one large sign for the sake of clarity and appearance.
4.3
Recycling.
Cllr. D. Jones stated that he could arrange for a recycling bank to be set up in Cwmdauddwr as soon as the Council determined the most suitable location.   It was resolved that the ideal situation was in the car park for the Elan Valley Trail.   Cllr D. Jones stated that over time surveys had shown that the bins at the Dark Lane bank did not restrict the lorry parking area and the positioning, particularly of the garden waste containers, was as a result of the large vehicles required to service them.   He had been led to understand that the unpopularity of the park with lorry drivers was based on the restrictions placed on their usage  rather than the proximity of the recycling bank.   The banks were supposed to be emptied weekly, but due to the rate of usage, in order to combat dumping of rubbish this was done more frequently.   He stressed that plastic bags should not be put into the garden waste bins, but in the appropriate containers.   It was suggested that the new site should have signs encouraging recycling and advertising a Help Desk contact number.
The Chairman thanked Cllr. Jones for his report and his efforts to establish the new facility.
4.4
Tourism Grant etc.

The Clerk informed that the Council had received the initial payment of £7,000 from the Scheme.
Cllr. M. Rowe reported that the sub group had met with Bill Whalley on site to determine locations for the features requiring planning consent.   The desired location of 3 sided notice board was present fingerpost and trees bedside the Leisure Centre.   This may require the post to be moved by a small amount.   The position of the two flagpoles on the island was decided.    It was considered that the DVD Touch screen would be best in the left hand window of the Arches.   In an attempt to prevent the window sill from being used as a seat, Cllr. Lloyd had found that at his own premises, steeply sloping the window sill had cured the problem and suggested this be adopted at the Arches.   It was suggested that the bin be fixed on the right wall.   Cllr. Narborough confirmed that Carolyn Flynn of RDCS was content with these three points.   If two poles were installed in Cwmdauddwr, it was suggested that they be near the start of the Trail.   It was resolved to provide two poles in Cwmdauddwr and the Councillors for the Ward undertook to decide on the exact positioning to enable this to be included in the planning application.

Work on the Council funded initial stage of improvements to the Castle and riverside areas of the Parc had been completed.   Cllr. B. Evans had inspected the site and believed that the work specified had been done to a satisfactory standard.   It was resolved therefore that the Contractor’s invoice of £1,500 (the agreed price), received since the agenda was prepared, should be paid.   Councillors were concerned that, partially as a result of the work carried out near the car park, the path had become very muddy.   
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Cllr. B. Evans suggested that as an interim measure, a load of gravel be purchased to top press the path.  This was agreed unanimously

Cllr. B. Evans was concerned that now that the river bank had been cleared, although it presented no greater danger to the public, it appeared to be more accessible.  He therefore suggested a fence be installed in the interest of safety.   It was thought that whilst a post and rail fence would be more in keeping with the fence in the Parc, a stock fence may be more of  deterrent to children climbing over.   Cllrs Davies and M. Rowe agreed to look into matter and advise Cllr. Narborough of their decision.   It was resolved that, should a fence be recommended, it be installed as soon as possible.

Cllr. Humphreys queried what, if anything, was to be done about clearing the rocks beside the river in the Parc.   It was resolved to look into this matter when other works are complete.     
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on (other than items mentioned above) were as follows:

5.1 Trunk Road Agency:  Response to RTC letter.   This had been as a message in the answer machine followed by an e-mail from Shaun James which stated that he was satisfied with the traffic survey and that the figures correspond with past surveys.   They would continue to monitor in the future.   The telephone message indicated this would happen in about one year.
5.6
Rhayader Marquees – promotional.  Noted – Cllr. Price declared an interest.

5.7
Rhayader YMC:  Invitation to open meeting and funding update.   Cllr. Price stated her intention to attend and report back.

A letter from PCC informed that the Liaison Meeting on 21st March had been cancelled – noted.

6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest in all planning matters and took no part in discussions.
All items listed on the agenda were for information only and were noted by Councillors.

Since the Agenda had been prepared, two applications had been received and were dealt with as follows:

PR656100 – Full: Erection of a two storey extension and internal alterations, Dolvola, Castle Road, Church Street, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this proposal.
The Clerk to inform PCC of RTC’s views.
PR655900 – Full: Erection of a single storey domestic extension, 6 Mae-y-Deri, Rhayader, Powys.

Cllr. C. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.

Councillors were concerned about the proposal to extend the dwelling to the boundary where it met the public footpath.   It was resolved to call a site meeting on Thursday 15th February 2006 at 5.15 p.m.
7.
FINANCE

7.1
£52.50 - Mid Wales Trophies– Award.   Agreed.

7.2
£275 – Clerk’s invoice – March.   Agreed.

7.3
£140 – Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre – Rent.   Agreed.

7.4
£200 (£25 x 8) – Church grass cutting.   Agreed.
£1,500.00 – Eirwyn Williams – work carried out in the Parc etc.   Agreed (see item 4.4 above).

8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. J. Jones reported that the hedge by Sunnyfield was overgrown and cars were being scratch as a result.   The adjoining fence had been broken down and was being used as a short-cut to the Weirglodd.   It was believed that the hedge was the property of PCC.   The hedge by the Chapel was also overgrown.    It was resolved to write to PCC on the matter.
The Clerk to write to PCC to request the hedges are cut and the fence repaired.
Cllr. B. Evans stated that at the recent meeting of the RAD Forum it was said that an energy saving initiative was offering grants of up to £500.   He had proposed that this was applied for to buy low energy bulbs for the two Christmas trees and split between Rhayader and Cwmdauddwr.

Cllr. Humphreys reported that the road sweeper was not doing Tanners Row.

Cllr D. Jones undertook to attempt to rectify this matter.
Cllr. J. Jones informed the Council that the cats eyes which were removed from the road to the Elan Valley had never been replaced.   Cllr. Price agreed to look into the matter before a letter was sent to PCC.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

1.
Representative on Price’s Trust.
2.  Signage.
3.  Tourism Grant etc.
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 18th April 2007.

The meeting closed at  9.20 p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor E. Narborough
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