14th January 2008


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY  14TH JANUARY 2009 AT  7.00PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

C. Evans
	D.O. Evans

J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones

	A. Lewis
M. Lloyd
E. Narborough
	L. Price.
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J. Stuart

G. Williams


The Chairman of Rhayader 2000 Ltd., Cllr. Davies had been invited to address the Council to update them on the present status of R2K.   He was accompanied by Mrs. Pam Knight.   Cllr. Davies declared a personal interest but as the Council’s representative to R2K was eligible to speak and vote.   He explained that there is presently no funding available for a development officer after the end of January.   R2K are actively pursuing ways of addressing this shortfall.   In this respect letters of support from the Council would be very beneficial.   Councillors were agreeable to this.
The on going management of the Website was being implemented through Helen Beal of Carad and it was expected that this arrangement would prove to be self funding.
With reference to the application for funding towards printing the Town Guide (Item 2.3 below), it was stressed that there were presently no copies available to distribute at the start of the tourist season.

Cllr C. Evans stated that whilst this situation was regrettable, she was more concerned about the uncertain future of R2K.   Cllr Lewis was concerned that the Tourism Advisory Group had, for several weeks, sought a meeting to clarify this issue but none had been arranged.  He and Cllr C. Evans had been under the impression that funding was available for the reprint.   R2K undertook to urgently call such a meeting.
1.
APOLOGIES: There were apologies.
The meeting was a closed meeting to discuss the Precept requirements for 2009/2010 and the distribution of grants from the Bryntitli Fund.
2.
CORRESPONDENCE
2.1  Llandrindod High School:  Invitation for Town Council to nominate a Governor.

Cllr. Stuart expressed a willingness to serve as a Governor if the input for role was compatible with his other commitments.
The Clerk to contact the school to enquire about the input required.
2.2  Cwmdauddwr Community Centre:  Request for payment of Precept Payment.

Cllr. Narborough proposed it be paid.   This was seconded by Cllr Rowe and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange for payment to be made.
2.3  Rhayader 2000 Ltd.:  Request for funding for reprinting the Town Guide:  Due to the need to produce the Guide in time for the tourist season, it was resolved that this constituted an exceptional circumstance and the application should be considered at the January meeting if R2K submitted a completed application form by then.
The Clerk to send a form to the applicant.
2.4  RDCS:  Request that Community Transport be included on the Precept:  It was resolved not to include this item on the Precept but to send an application form to the applicant requesting it be returned in February in time to be considered at the March meeting.   The Clerk to send a form to the applicant.
2.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
2.5  PCC:  Code of Conduct Training:  Whilst Councillors were agreed that it would be most beneficial to attend it was noted that the local course was scheduled for the same night as the January Town Council meeting.

Two other items of correspondence requiring consideration at this meeting had been received since the agenda was prepared:

a)  Zurich Insurance renewal premium notice - £1289.99 due 14th January 2009.   The scope of the policy cover had been increased to include all the relevant assets of the Council.   The Clerk informed that as instructed he had requested a quote from WPS Insurance Brokers.   They had decline to submit a quote and indeed had indicated that they could not match that from Zurich.  It was agreed to make the payment.
b)  Powys Extreme request for funding for the 2009 Summer Scheme:   It was resolved to send an application form to the applicant requesting it be returned in February in time to be considered at the March meeting.

The Clerk to send a form to the applicant.
3.
AGENDA ITEMS
3.1 Finance Sub Committee Comments.

Copies of check sheet, predictions sheet and Precept recommendations had been distributed.
The Sub Committee made the following recommendations: 

· Rhayader 200 Ltd: This request should be deferred to March.   Any other matters which may be raised in discussion with R2K should be considered by the full Council.

· RDCS/Community Transport: Funding should not be given via the Precept. In compliance with RTC’s agreed policy, this request should be deferred to March.
· Financial implications of Five Year Plan in the next year.  It was considered that the plan will not be completed in time to consider payment of any costs involved during the next financial year.   Consequently any such costs should be met via s137 or from reserves.  Subsequent requirements should be allocated in advance via future Precepts and/or reserves or funding applied for.

· Financial implications of Tidy Towns initiative:   The net cost (if any) is at present unknown, but if the project goes ahead and the cost cannot be met from the s137 allocation,  it would need to be initially taken from reserves and provision made at a later date to replace it if that is considered to be necessary.

· The figure for the Precept remain the same as this year i.e. £14,730.   This would be made up as the distributed sheet.
· The Clerk’s salary be reviewed prior to deciding the Precept requirement for 2010/2011.

3.2  Draft 5 Year Plan.
Cllr. Evans had prepared a draft for discussion.   She was concerned that a decision on the plan had been deferred too long.   However initial discussion indicated that to go through it an item at a time would take an inappropriate amount of time in view of the remaining agenda items.   Cllr. D. Jones suggested that meeting be convened to discuss this item alone.    There was unanimous agreement of this principal, but it was judged that time required for the other items on the agenda for the January monthly meeting would be short thus allowing sufficient time to finalise the 5 Year Plan.
3.3  Precept Rhayader Town Council 2009/2010.

Considerable discussion ensued as to whether the Precept should include an amount for  potential expenditure for the 5 Year Plan and/or other improvements.   As no specific costings were available it was resolved to follow the recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee i.e. The precept to remain at £14,730 and any requirements which could not be met from s137 to be met from reserves.
The resultant figures were:
	General Admin
	£400

	Rent
	£200

	Clerks Salary
	£3,300

	Mayors Allowance
	£1,000

	Insurance
	£1,300

	Auditor
	£425

	Carnival
	£750

	Churchyard Grass Cut
	£200

	Groe
	£1,000

	Xmas Lights
	£1,000

	Cwmdauddwr Community Centre
	£500

	Hafan Day Care Centre
	£500

	One Voice Wales
	£250

	S137
	£3,905

	TOTAL
	£14,730


The Clerk to inform PCC of the Council’s requirements via the Precept and of its commitment to the Cwmdauddwr Community Centre.
4.
BRYNTITLI FUND: Consideration of applications received
Twelve applications had been received for grants from the fund.
Rhayader Luncheon Club – towards outings and utensil replacement.   It was resolved that the Council would not give grants towards trips.   It was further resolved to make a grant of £100 to be used specifically towards utensils and request proof of purchases made with the money.

Elan Guiding – towards trips.   Cllr. Rowe declared an interest and left the room.   As this was request was for trips it was resolved that no grant would be made.

Rhayader Players - Sound equipment & scenery materials.   Cllrs. Price & Stuart declared an interest and left the room.   It was resolved to make a grant of £100.
Groe Trust – Repair & upgrade pathways, for continued disabled access.   Cllr. B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.  It was resolved to make a grant of £200 stipulating that it should not be used to finance labour.

Cwmdauddwr Community & Education Centre – Towards Health & Safety repairs to heating & electrical systems.  Cllrs. D. Jones & Lloyd declared an interest and left the room.  It was resolved to make a grant of £250 stipulating that it should not be used to finance labour.

4.
BRYNTITLI FUND (CONT)
St. Brides Church – Towards cost of new boiler & pump.   The applicant stated that this equipment was already fitted.   Councillors resolved that in line with the guidance note supplied to applicants no grant would be made.
Voices in Unity – Towards cost of sound equipment.   Cllrs. J. Jones, J. Humphreys & E. Narborough  declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors applauded the choir’s efforts to raise money to make donations to deserving causes but RTC had adopted the policy that they would not subsidise fund raising by applicant.   It was considered that any grant given would effectively be subsidising the choir’s fund raising efforts. It was resolved no grant would be made.
St Clements Parochial Church Council – Towards Churchyard maintenance & grass cutting.
Cllrs. Humphreys, C. Evans & D. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   It was considered that this operation would consist largely of labour costs.   It was resolved therefore to make a grant of £50 to be used specifically towards the cost of materials.

CARAD – Support development & running costs of local workshops etc.  It was noted that in line with RTC’s funding policy, grants should not be made for running costs.   It was resolved that no grant would be made.

Rhayader YFC – Towards the cost of refurbishing their clubhouse (the old canteen at Bryntirion School).  Cllr. J. Jones declared an interest and left the room.   Councillors noted that the majority of the work would be done voluntarily by members of the club.   It was resolved to make a grant of £350 stipulating that it should not be used to finance labour.

Rhayader & District Community Support – Towards speakers, demonstrations and refreshments at weekly meetings of the Well Being Club.   It was considered that the purpose of the request was effectively running costs.   In line with RTC’s funding policy grants should not be made for running costs.   It was resolved that no grant would be made.

Rhayader Male Voice Choir – Towards new sheet music.   It was resolved that no grant would be made.
It was resolved that in line with RTC’s funding policy, all recipients should be required to supply appropriate proof of purchase. 
5.
URGENT BUSINESS 
No urgent business was proposed.
The meeting closed at  9p.m.
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