11th July 2007


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY 2007 AT 7.30 PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman     Councillor 
	J.A. Humphreys
	
	

	Councillors
	B. Evans

C. Evans
C.R. Davies

E. Narborough

	D. Jones

J. Jones

A. Lewis
	J. Rowe

M. Rowe,

L. Price

G. Williams.


1. APOLOGIES:   Cllrs.  D.O. Evans and M. Lloyd
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED
The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting on  20th June 2007.   Cllr. C. Evans remarked that under item 8 she had in fact said “..local needs criteria should be assessed”.   The Clerk apologised for the misunderstanding.  Cllr. Narborough proposed that with this alteration the minutes be accepted as a true record.   This was seconded by Cllr. M. Rowe and carried unanimously.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

4.4
Flower tubs:  Cllr. C. Evans reported that the St. Harmon Road trough had not been relocated.
5.10.5 Recycling bank tidiness:  Cllr. Humphreys reported that Mr. Thomas had agreed to keep the Recycling Bank area tidy in line with the Council’s proposal.
4.3
Method of election of Officers:  Cllr. Narborough expressed concern that the sensationalised report about this item in the County Times gave completely the wrong impression to the public.   It inferred that some wrong dealing had prompted the debate, whereas all that the Council wished to do was to restate, for themselves and any other interested parties, what was the procedure.   Mrs. Betty (Press) assured Councillors that the report in the paper was not prepared by herself.   Cllr. Narborough proposed that the Council send a complaint to the paper.   This was seconded by Cllr. C. Evans and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to write to the County Times as above.
5a)
Community Centre group:  Cllr. J. Jones said that although his name may have been suggested he had not agreed to be part of the group.   Cllr Price  (who had been unable to attend the June meeting) said she would be happy to be in the group instead.   In reply to the Clerk’s e-mail request to meet with the group, County Cllr. Tyler said he would contact Cllr. Humphreys.
8.
Rhayader School date stone:  The Clerk had met with Barbara Lawrence and Rob Dearson (Asset Manager for Mid-Wales Housing Association) at Maes-yr-Ysgol to discuss the installation of the date stone.  Mr. Dearson was enthusiastic about the proposal to install the stone to mark the site of the school and will check that the strip of land suggested is indeed own by the Association and that no services will be impinged.   He offered to provide a suitable mounting plinth and aperture in the fence.   RTC to provide an appropriate plaque.

Cllr. Humphreys to discuss the plaque and bring a suggestion to the next meeting. 
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Finance Sub-Committee report.  The notes of the Sub-Committee’s meeting had been circulated to Councillors.   Cllr. B. Evans explained it was suggested that, due to the imminent demand s on the 
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
Council’s funds and the fact that payments are only received from Powys at intervals of four months, it would be prudent to address requests for unscheduled funding (S137 payments) with some caution and perhaps to delay consideration until periods of better cash flow.   The Sub-Committee had also proposed that, to the future, requests for funding only be considered, perhaps, twice a year.   Cllr Davies believed that the Council had a duty to support local organisations especially if they were at threat with no other financial support forthcoming.   He also believed that some national organisations were worthy of the Council’s support and suggested that it would be a public embarrassment not to do so.   Councillors agreed that where possible, support should continue to be given, providing funds are available.   Cllr. J. Jones remarked that the Council had asked the Finance Sub-Committee to look into the cost implications of the Tourism Grant and now they had  offered a sensible approach the Council should accept their advice in order to ensure that they did not overspend.   Cllr. J. Rowe believed that to consider applications for funding only at certain times of the year would be the best way forward.   Cllr. B Evans suggested that the Council’s policy on considering funding applications be added to the August agenda.   This was agreed.
4.2.  Tourism Grant etc.  A letter had been received from the TIC informing that tourist had made complaints that some finger posts were pointing in the wrong direction.   The writer was enquiring who was responsible for correcting this.   Cllr. Davies said that he considered this to be the Town Council’s responsibility.   He also said that the grub screws securing the fingers were less than adequate for the job.  
He undertook to inspect all of the posts an correct any errors.
Cllr. Davies to ensure all fingers point in the correct direction.
A draft lease agreement for the riverside area had been received from Mr. Wyn Lloyd for the Council’s approval.   It was resolved that the sub group headed by Cllr. M. Rowe consider the document to determine if it is suitable for the Town Council to accept.
The implementation sub group to advise on the document’s suitability.
Cllr. M. Rowe explained the sub group’s suggestions for maps for the new notice board.   As there are three display areas it was suggested that the could be a map of the Town with attractions, a map of nearby attractions and thirdly details of accommodation and services highlighted.   This third side had the possibility of being sponsored by providers, but the Council should retain control over what is displayed.
Cllr. C. Evans believed that a “universal map” should be developed in conjunction with R2K and RCoT.   This would ensure continuity and standardisation of presentation and probably would have the additional benefit of a lower preparation cost if done locally.   There was considerable support for this approach and it was resolved to take the initiative by seeking a joint meeting with R2K, the RCoT, RTC’s implementation sub group and Cllr. C. Evans as a matter of urgency due to the overall timescale restrictions of the Tourism Grant agreement.   This meeting would be an ideal platform to ensure a standardisation /amalgamation of Town Guides and other information literature presently being talked piecemeal with the separate organisations.
Cllr. C. Evans to convene the meeting at the earliest opportunity.
Cllr. Narborough proposed that, due to the delay which production of the maps would cause, the notice board and the flag poles should be ordered to ensure that they were available when required.   This was seconded by Cllr. J. Jones and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to order the notice board and four flag poles.
Cllr. Davies expressed concern about appearance of the broken notice board opposite the Leisure Centre and remarked that it should be repaired.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)
4.3 Thru Glass Screen.  Cllr. C. Evans reported that she had written to PCC for further advice and was awaiting reply.   It was resolved to carry the item forward to the next meeting.
4.4  Method of election of Officers.  The Clerk had prepared a document defining the procedure which is followed to appoint its Officers which had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.   It was agreed that this described the method used by RTC.   Three minor semantic alterations were suggested.   Cllr. Davies proposed that with the inclusion of those changes, the document should be adopted.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to amend the document and keep on file.
4.5
Churches proposal for TIC.  Cllr. C. Evans remarked that the suggestion contained in the letter from Reverend Brooks to site the Rhayader TIC at St. Clement’s Church was certainly interesting.   Cllr. Davies said that for any TIC, position is all important and unfortunately the Church was not in an ideal 
location for the convenience of potential users.   He proposed that the suggestion be noted but not supported by the Town Council.   This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and agreed unanimously.
The Clerk to write to Reverend Brooks to inform him of RTC’s decision.
4.6
YMCA representative.  Cllr. Lewis agreed to assume the role of RTC representative to the YMCA.
The Clerk to inform the YMCA of the appointment.
4.7
Town Guide.  This item had been covered under item 4.2 above.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda were noted, those commented on were as follows:
5.1
Ben Lloyd & Son: Estimate for gold leaf on lettering – Millennium Stones.   Cllr. Narborough suggested that it would be inappropriate to spend such sums for this purpose at the present time and proposed that a decision on the matter be deferred until March next year.   This was seconded by 

Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.

The Clerk to inform Jimmy Lloyd of the Council’s decision.
5.2 Groe Trust: Request for donation.   Cllr B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.    Cllr. Williams proposed that the £1,000 allocated to the Groe Trust in the Precept be released to the Trust.   This was seconded by Cllr. Price and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to arrange for the money to be paid.
5.3 Powys Welfare Rights Forum:  Request for donation.   Councillors found the information interesting and well laid out.   Cllr. B. Evans proposed that RTC inform the applicant of the Council’s interest and suggest they re-apply in February.   This was seconded by Cllr. Williams and carried unanimously.
The Clerk to inform the applicant of the Council’s decision.
6.
PLANNING

Cllr. D. Evans declared an interest and took no part in discussions.
6.1 PR223502 – Full: Erection of a dwelling house, creation of new access and parking spaces, land adjacent to Penygraig, Bridge Street, Rhayader. PERMITTED - INFORMATION ONLY.  It was 
resolved to write to the applicants to inform them of the Council’s contact details to assist them when complying with the requirement to consult with RTC prior to construction work
6.
PLANNING(CONT)
6.2
PR226912 – Advert: Display of 2 no fascia signs, Tegid House, West Street.   There were no objections to this application.
The following application had been received since the agenda had been prepared:
PR 660400 – Full: Erection of first floor extension to house, new Kitchen and dining area, No. 4 Dolgerddon, East Street, Rhayader.   There were no objections to this application.
The Clerk to inform PPC of RTC’s decisions and the applicants for PR223502 of RTC’s address.
7.
FINANCE

7.1
£80.00 – Charlies Stores Ltd (payable M. Morgan Lloyd) – troughs.   Agreed.

7.2
£134.30 – M. Morgan Lloyd – materials & labour staining flower boxes.   Agreed.
7.3
£275 – Clerk’s invoice –July.   Agreed.

7.4
£8.52 – Office Solutions (Wales) – office supplies.   Agreed.

7.5
£2,269.11 – CIS Street Furniture (payable  HSBC Invoice Finance (UK) Ltd) –benches & bin. Agreed

7.6
£28.95 – Welsh Royal Crystal – trophy.  Paid (for information only). - Noted
7.7
£750 – Rhayader Carnival Committee – Precept payment requested.   Agreed.
The Groe Trust -  £1,000.00   Agreed (see 5.2 above)
A further two invoices had been received since the agenda had been prepared:

£1,321.88 – Caerfagu Products Ltd - picnic tables.   Agreed.
£28.00 – Mrs. D. Evans – cleaning the Council Chambers.   Cllr B. Evans declared an interest and left the room.   Agreed.
8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Williams said that, despite urgent appeals to PCC to clear up the Riverside Walk, nothing has been done.   She proposed that the RTC make a joint effort to do the work themselves.    This was seconded by Cllr. Price and agreed unanimously.

Cllr Williams to co-ordinate the operation. 
Cllr. Price informed that the Football Club had now decided to run a series of the discos starting with August up to Christmas. 
Cllr. D. Jones said that the number of vehicles being parked in Llawrllan was becoming a real problem – to the extent that recently an emergency vehicle had difficulty in passing parked vehicles.   Councillors were unsure how this problem could be tackled and resolved to seek advice from PCC.
The Clerk to contact PCC Highways and Housing seek advice. 
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING


1.
Method of dealing with funding applications.

2.
Thru Glass Screen.

3.
Town Guide
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 22nd August 2007.

The meeting closed at 9.30p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Humphreys
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