 8th April 2009


RHAYADER TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 2009 AT 7.30PM 

AT THE OLD SCHOOL CWMDAUDDWR
THOSE PRESENT

	Chairman Councillor
	J. Jones
	
	
	

	Councillors
	C.R. Davies,
B. Evans

D.O. Evans
	J.A. Humphreys
D. Jones
M. Lloyd

	E. Narborough
L. Price.
J. Stuart
	G. Williams

	County Cllr.
	K. Curry
	
	
	


1. APOLOGIES: Cllr. M. Rowe, A. Lewis, C. Evans.
2.
MINUTES TO BE AGREED  The minutes to be agreed were those for the meeting held on 18th March 2009.   It was resolved that they be accepted as a true record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
4.4 (18th Feb) PCC Costs:  No further information had been received from PCC.
4.5 (18th Feb) The Clock:  Cllr Lloyd had heard nothing from Huw Davies and agreed to contact him.

Cllr. Lloyd to contact Huw Davies of PCC. 

4.5 Garage rent:  The Clerk reported the outstanding amount had now been paid until 31st March  2010.
5.7 One Voice Wales membership renewal:  Representative to OVW to be determined at the AGM. 
4. AGENDA ITEMS

4.1  Leisure Centre.
RTC had requested Gareth Oldham of PCC to urgently convene a meeting of the Rhayader Local Consultative Committee with Ms. J. Scrivens, Mr. D. Bradley & Mr. Neil Mathews in attendance so that it can be established exactly what alterations are currently proposed, the timescale for their implementation and to arrange for regular meetings to monitor progress against the final project.   A reply from Mr Oldham (dated 2nd April 2009) promised a formal response by Neil Mathews “very shortly”.
The Clerk had circulated a letter to every PCC Board Member, via e-mail, about the misleading article in the press & the absence of community involvement in management of the facility.  All had responded and the Chairman, Cllr. E. Michael Jones, had undertook to bring it to the Board’s attention on 7th April.

The Clerk to enquire what was the Board’s response.
4.2  Five Year Plan.
The preliminary Access Improvement report prepared by Cllr. Stuart was discussed.  The proposals for dropped kerbs in the Bryngwy area were approved but it was felt that Caeherbert Lane should be studied in more detail at a site meeting.  Cllr. Narborough said that there were problems at Brynberth and another accident had occurred near the Butchers in West Street which indicated that the pavement there presents a hazard.   It was resolved that a Town Council walk round be arranged to assess all areas.    Cllr Curry said that the plot of land in Caeherbert Lane which had been under consideration for car parking was now surplus to requirements and is being looked at for other usage and that the surface of Bryngwy will be renewed along with kerb alterations in the summer.

The Clerk ask PCC to inspect the area and rectify and potential hazards.
Cllr Williams reported that she and Cllr Price, as a consequence of their inspection, had concluded that only the Riverside Walk should be included in the Tidy Towns Initiative.   This was unanimously agreed.

Cllrs. Williams & Price to inform the Tidy Towns staff.
4.
AGENDA ITEMS (CONT)

Cllrs Williams & Price had also considered the Cwmdauddwr churchyard, which often gives the appearance of being untended, but on discussion it had been determined that as private property this could not be included in the scheme.   Councillors and members of the public had often remarked that one part of the churchyard seems to be neglected even when the rest is cut.   It was resolved to write to the Vicar expressing concern about the standard of tidiness of the grass etc in this area and enquiring why this is so.
The Clerk to write to the Vicar as above.
Cllr. Curry said that 20 “dog bag” centres are on offer and asked if Rhayader wished to be considered for one.  It was agreed that this was an excellent suggestion.

Cllr. Curry to pursue this offer on behalf of the town.
Cllr. Narborough suggested that the Finance and the Assets Management Sub Committees be combined to form the Finance and Assets Management Sub Committee since the areas covered were very much interlinked.   It was resolved that this be adopted with the serving Mayor, Cllrs. B. Evans, D. Evans,

J. Humphreys, L. Price and E. Narborough as members of the Sub Committee.   It was agreed the initial meeting would take place a week prior to the AGM.
4.3  Bobby Van Scheme-request for support (item 5.10 below).
Cllr Lloyd & County Cllr. Curry declared interests and left the room.  Councillors had supported the Scheme previously and wished to do so again, but not to the amount requested.   Cllr. Davies proposed that although requests for assistance would not normally be considered in April this was an important service and a donation of £75 should be made now.  This was seconded by Cllr. B. Evans and carried unanimously.  Payment to be made under s137.

The Clerk to arrange payment as above.
4.4  Newfoundland Festival 2009 – consideration of proposals (item 5.11 below).
Cllr. D. Evans had been to meetings and had been provided with a dossier by the organisers.   Whilst his initial reaction had not been in favour of the event, in the light of the information and assurances which he had received he had largely changed his opinion.   His still had reservations about the finishing times which he believed were too late.  The festival was scheduled for the 4th, 5th & 6th September.   It is understood that the Police had voiced no objections and the Lamb & Flag were organising the bar and food.   It was expected that other businesses in Rhayader would also benefit from the expected 1,000 spectators and up to 500 people associated with the event.   Councillors welcomed any increase in revenue to the town but wished to be assured about noise levels in the early hours.   It was resolved to request a meeting between the organisers and Cllrs. Lloyd, Davies, Narborough & Stuart.
The Clerk to arrange the meeting to be held in the Council Chamber before the end of April.
5. CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence listed on the Agenda, other than those mentioned above & below, were noted.
5.1  Rhayader 2000 Ltd.: Thanks for contribution to reprint of Town guide.   Cllr. Williams reported that the Town Guide is now printed and being issued.

5.12  Powys Carers Service:  Request for support.  It was resolved to advise the applicant to request a grant application form in August for consideration in September.
The Clerk to write as above.
5.
CORRESPONDENCE (CONT)
5.13  Dogs Trust: Request to display posters.  Agreed.
6.
PLANNING

6.1 P2009 0309 Full: Erection of a two storey rear extension at 24 Green Gardens, Rhayader Powys.
There were no objections to this proposal.

6.2 P2009 0321 Full: Residential development (10 houses) and alterations to existing access at Old Builders Supplies Depot, Cae Glas, Rhayader, Powys.
It was decided that a site meeting to discuss the application with the agent should be sought.   It was further resolved that the Town Council walk round take place after this meeting. 
A further application had been received: P2009 0374 Full: Erection of single storey rear extension at 1 Maesmawr, St Harmon Road, Rhayader, Powys.   There were no objections to this proposal.
The Clerk to acquaint PCC of RTC’s decisions.
7.
FINANCE

7.1  £275 – Clerk’s invoice April.   Agreed.
7.2  £22.17 – Cartridge Save, payable to C.R. Baker.  Agreed.

The March payment for Recycling Area tidying was due: £139 – A. Thomas.   Agreed. 

8.
URGENT BUSINESS

Cllr. Davies told the meeting that the Director of Welfare was to meet the staff and families of the residents at Crosfield House to give them an update on progress.  He also understood that the Director General was no longer intending to visit Rhayader.
9.
BUSINESS FOR NEXT MEETING

No business was proposed,

10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The AGM will be held at 7.00 p.m. Wednesday 13th May 2009.
The next monthly meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 20th May 2009.

A closed meeting of the Finance and Assets Management Sub Committee will be held at 7.30 p.m.  Wednesday 6th May 2009
The meeting closed at 8.45p.m.

Certified as a true record  ………………………………….. 
Date  ..……..

                                              Chairman Councillor J. Jones
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